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New Thinking
New Practices
New Societies
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Dear Conference Participants,

On behalf of Common Ground Research Networks, | welcome you to the Twentieth International
Conference on Interdisciplinary Social Sciences.

Founded in 2006, the Interdisciplinary Social Sciences Research Network is brought together by a
common interest in disciplinary and interdisciplinary approaches, within and across the various social
sciences, and between the social, natural and applied sciences. We seek to build an epistemic
community where we can make linkages across disciplinary, geographic, and cultural boundaries. As a
Research Network, we are defined by our scope and concerns and motivated to build strategies for
action framed by our shared themes and tensions.

This truly international conference brings together a diverse group of scholars, practitioners, and thought
leaders from around the world. We are proud to provide a platform for exchanging ideas, and presenting
research, addressing some of the pressing issues of our time.

Our conference theme, "Minds and Machines: Atrtificial Intelligence, Algorithms, Ethics, and Order in Global
Society," reflects our commitment to exploring new frontiers in research and practice. Over the next few
days, In-Person or Online, you will have the opportunity to attend keynotes, panel discussions, and other
session types led by our Emerging Scholars. We encourage you to take full advantage of these sessions to
gain new insights, expand your professional network, and find inspiration for your own work.

We want to thank our keynote speakers Francisco Rodriguez Fernandez, Cristina Toledo Baez, Marianna
Capasso, Boris Vazquez-Calvo, presenters, and volunteers whose dedication and hard work have made this
conference possible. We also thank our host partner University of Mélaga, for their generous support.

We hope you find this conference to be an intellectually stimulating and rewarding experience. Your active
participation is crucial to the success of this event, and we look forward to the lively discussions and
valuable connections that will emerge over the next few days.

Warm regards,

Dr. Phillip Kalantzis Cope
Chief Social Scientist
Common Ground Research Networks
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Scope & Concerns @ Interdisciplinary Social Sciences

Founded in 2006, the Interdisciplinary Social Sciences Research Network is brought together by
a common interest in disciplinary and interdisciplinary approaches, within and across the various
social sciences, and between the social, natural and applied sciences. As a Research Network, we
are defined by our scope and concerns and motivated to build strategies for action framed by
our shared themes and tensions.

The Disciplinary Work of the Social Sciences

Each of the sciences of the social is marked by its distinctive disciplinary modes—the thinking practices of Anthropology,
Archaeology, Behavioral Sciences, Cognitive Science, Communications, Cultural Studies, Demography, Economics,
Education, Geography, Humanities, Law, Management, Media, Politics, Policy Studies, Psychology, Social Welfare,
Sociology, to name a some of the principal sciences of the social. The disciplinary variation is so broad that practitioners
in some of these areas may not even consider their discipline a ‘science’, whilst in other disciplines there is a general
consensus about the scientific character of their endeavor.

Disciplines represent fields of deep and detailed content knowledge, communities of professional practice, forms of
discourse (of fine and precise semantic distinction and technicality), areas of work (types of organization or divisions
within organizations such as academic departments or research organizations), domains of publication and public
communication, sites of common learning, shared experiences of apprenticeship into disciplinary community, methods of
reading and analysing the world, ways of thinking or epistemic frames, even ways of acting and types of person.

‘Discipline’ delineates the boundaries of intellectual community, the distinctive practices and methodologies of particular
areas of rigorous and concentrated intellectual effort, and the varying frames of reference used to interpret the world.
And what is a science? Some of the studies of the social habitually and comfortably call themselves ‘sciences’, but others
do not. The English word ‘science’ derives from the Latin ‘sciens’, or knowing. Return to the expansiveness of this root,
and studies of the human could lay equally legitimate claim to that word.

‘Science’ in this broadest of senses implies and intensity of focus and a concentration of intellectual energies greater than
that of ordinary, everyday, commonsense or lay ‘knowing'. It is more work and harder work. It relies on the ritualistic rigors
and accumulated wisdoms of disciplinary practices.

These are some of the out-of-the-ordinary knowledge processes that might justify use of the word ‘science’, not only in
the social sciences but also in the natural, physical, mathematical and applied sciences:

Science has an experiential basis. This experience may be based direct personal intuition of the already-known, on
interests integral to the lifeworld, on the richness of life fully lived. Or it might be experience gained when we move into
new and potentially strange terrains, deploying the empirical processes of methodical observation or systematic
experimentation.

Science is conceptual. It has a categorical frame of reference based on higher levels of semantic precision and regularity
than everyday discourse. On this foundation, it connects concept to concept into schemas. This is how science builds
theories which model the world.

Science is analytical. It develops frames of reasoning and explanation: logic, inference, prediction, hypothesis, induction,

deduction. And it sees the world through an always cautiously critical eye, interrogating the interests, motives and ethics
that may motivate knowledge claims and subjecting epistemic assumptions to an ever-vigilant process of metacognitive
reflection.



Scope & Concerns @ Interdisciplinary Social Sciences

Science is application-oriented. It can be used to do things in the world. In these endeavors, it may be pragmatic,
designing and implementing practical solutions within larger frames of reference and achieving technical and instrumental
outcomes. Or it may be transformative—redesigning paradigms, social being and even the conditions of the natural world.
What, after all, is the purpose of knowing other than to have an effect on the world, directly or indirectly?

Science can be any or all of these experiential, conceptual, analytical, and applied things. Some disciplines may prioritize
one or other of these knowledge processes, and this may be the source of their strength as well as potential weakness.
In any event, these are the kinds of things we do in order to know in the out-of-the-ordinary ways worthy of the name
'science’.

The Interdisciplinary Work of the Social and Other Sciences

This may be for pragmatic reasons, in order to see and do things that can't be seen or done adequately within the
substantive and methodological confines of a discipline. Broader views may prove to be more powerful than narrower
ones, and even the more finely grained within-discipline views may prove all-the-more powerful when contextualized
broadly. The deeper perspectives of the discipline may need to be balanced with and measured against the broader
perspectives of interdisciplinarity.

Interdisciplinary approaches may also be applied for reasons of principle, to disrupt the habitual narrowness or outlook of
within-discipline knowledge work, to challenge the ingrained, discipline-bound ways of thinking that produce occlusion as
well as insight. If the knowable universe is a unity, discipline is a loss as well as a gain, and interdisciplinarity may in part
recover that loss.

Interdisciplinary approaches also thrive at the interface of disciplinary and lay understandings. Here, interdisciplinarity is
needed for the practical application of disciplined understandings to the actually existing world. Robust applied
knowledge demands an interdisciplinary holism. A broad epistemological engagement is required simply to be able to
deal with the complex contingencies of a really-integrated universe.

Ways of Seeing, Ways of Thinking, and Ways of Knowing

In English (but not some other languages), ‘science’ suffers a peculiar semantic narrowing. It seems to apply more
comfortably to the natural world, and only by analogy to some of the more systematic and empirically-based of the
human sciences. It connotes a sometimes narrow kind of systematicity: the canons of empirical method; an often less-
than reflective acceptance of received theoretical categories and paradigms; formal reasoning disengaged from human
and natural consequences; technical control without adequate ethical reflection; an elision of means and ends; narrow
functionalism, instrumentalism and techno-rationalism; a pragmatism to the neglect broader view of consequences; and
conservative risk aversion. These are some of the occupational hazards of activities that name themselves sciences—
social, natural or applied. In studying the social setting, however, it's not good enough just to have a rigorous empirical
methodology without a critical eye to alternative interests and paradigmatic frames of reference, and without a view to
the human-transformational potentials of knowledge work.

Humanistic methodologies sometimes address the social in a deliberate counterpoint to science, distancing themselves
from the perceived narrownesses of scientific method. This move, however, may at times leave science stranded,
separated from its social origins and ends. The natural and technological sciences are themselves more subject to
contestation around axes of human interest than the narrow understanding of science seems to be able to comprehend.
Whether it be bioethics, or climate change, or the debates around Darwinism and Intelligent Design, or the semantics of
computer systems, questions of politics and ideology are bound closely to the ostensible evidence. Faux empiricism is
less than adequate to the address the more important questions, even in the natural and technological sciences. Science
can be found lacking when it is disengaged from the humanistic.



Scope & Concerns @ Interdisciplinary Social Sciences

The humanistic, however, has its own occupational hazards: disengaged critique and supercilious inaction without design
responsibility; political confrontation without systematic empirical foundation; ideological fractiousness without apparent
need for compromise; the agnostic relativism of lived experience and identity-driven voice; voluntarism that leads to a
naive lack of pragmatism and failure in application.

A reconstructive view of the social, natural and applied sciences would be holistic, attempting always to avoid the
occlusions of narrow methodological approaches. It would also be ambitious, intellectually and practically.

In this context, the Social Sciences conference, group of journals, book Imprint, and online media pursue two aspirations,
two openings. The first is an intellectual opening, founded on an agenda designed to strengthen the theories, the
research methodologies, the epistemologies and the practices of teaching and learning about the social world and the
relation of the social to the natural world.

The second opening is pragmatic and inventive. All intellectual work is an act of imagination. At its best, it is ambitious,
risky and transformative. If the natural sciences can have human ambitions as big as those of the medical sciences—the
fight against MS or cancer or Alzheimer's, for instance—then the social sciences can have ambitions as large as to settle
the relation of humans to the natural environment, the material conditions of human equality and the character of the
future person.

10



Themes & Tensions @ Interdisciplinary Social Sciences

Social and Community Studies

On disciplinary and interdisciplinary practices in the study of the social.

Living Tensions:

Sociology: concepts and practices

Geographical perspectives on spaces and flows

What are the behavioral sciences?

Psychology of the social

Where mind meets world: cognitive science as interdisciplinary practice

Economics as social science

Sociology and history: the dynamics of synchrony and diachrony

Philosophy's place in the social sciences

Social welfare studies as interdisciplinary practice

Health in community

Horizons of interest: agenda setting in the social sciences

Research and knowledge in action: the applied social sciences

Social sciences for the professions

Social sciences for social welfare

Accounting for inequalities: poverty and exclusion

Social breakdown: dysfunction, crime, conflict, violence

Social sciences addressing social crisis points

Technologies in and for the social

Economics, politics and their social effects: investment, ownership, risk, productivity, competition, regulation and
deregulation, public accountability, stakeholders, trust, worklife, resource distribution, consumption, wellbeing, living
standards

Commonalities, differences and relationships between the social and the natural sciences: research methodologies,
professional practices and ethical positions

Research methodologies involving ‘human subjects’

The social sciences in the applied sciences and professions: engineering, architecture, planning, computing, tourism,
law, health

Civic and Political Studies

On the processes of governance and nature of citizenship.

Living Tensions:

Political science as disciplinary practice

Investigating public policy

Law as a social science

Criminology as social science

Public health

Social sciences in the service of social policy: risks and rewards

Social transformations: structure and agency in social dynamics

Accounting for the dynamics of citizenship, participation and inclusion

Trust, social capital, social cohesion and social welfare

Politics in, and of, the social sciences

Interdisciplinary perspectives on politics, public policy, governance, citizenship and nationality
Security and insecurity, conflict and cohesion, war and peace, terror and anti-terror
The neo-liberal state and its critics

Policy measures: assessing social need and social effectiveness

PG
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Themes & Tensions @ Interdisciplinary Social Sciences

Cultural Studies

On disciplinary and interdisciplinary practices in the study of human cultures and cultural
interactions.

Living Tensions:
o Of human lifeways: anthropology in its contexts
e Of human lifecourses: family, childhood, youth, parenting and aging
e Of human origins: paleontology, primate evolution, physical anthropology
¢ Ethnographic methods
¢ Social meanings: language, linguistics, discourse, text
e Cultural studies as a constitutive field
¢ Social science stances: modernism and postmodernism; structuralism and poststructuralism
e Where humanities and social sciences meet
e Social structure and human culture: the sociological and the anthropological
e Interdisciplinary perspectives on human differences
e |dentities in social science: generational, gender, sexuality, ethnic, diasporic
e Perspectives on, and voices of, difference: multiculturalism and feminism
e Religion and the human sciences
e Health, wellbeing and culture

Global Studies

On the dynamics of globalization and the transformation of the local.

Living Tensions:
o Global flows
e Global security
¢ Human movement: migration, refugees, undocumented migrants
e The dynamics of globalization, diaspora and diversity
o Globalized economics: inequalities, development, ‘free” and ‘fair’ trade
o Developed and developing worlds
¢ Inequalities in international perspective
e Poverty and global justice
e Human rights in global perspective
o The local and the global

Environmental Studies
On the connections between human and natural environments.

Living Tensions:
e The natural and the social: interdisciplinary studies
e Human environments
e Sustainability as a focus of interdisciplinary study
e What are applied sciences?
e Health and the environment
o People, place and time: human demography
e Environmental governance: consumption, waste, economic ‘externalities’, sustainability, environmental equity
e Human interests in the natural sciences: the politics of the environment

PG
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Themes & Tensions @ Interdisciplinary Social Sciences

Organizational Studies
On the social dynamics of public, community and privately owned organizations.

Living Tensions:
o Management as social science
e Culture in organizations
e Technology and work
e The social dynamics of organizations
e Human resource management
o Workers' rights
o Corporate governance
» Organizational and social sustainability
e Corporate social responsibility
o Knowledge ecologies: embedded knowledge in the organizational setting
e Tacit and explicit knowledge
¢ Private and public knowledge
e Scenario building and futures forecasting
o Organizational change

Educational Studies
On learning about the social and social learning.

Living Tensions:
e Education as a social science
e The learning sciences as an interdisciplinary endeavor
e Action research: the logistics and ethics of interventionary social science
e Teaching and learning the social studies
e History teaching and learning
e Economics teaching and learning
e Geography teaching and learning
e Technology in learning and learning about technology

Communication

On the representation and communication of human meanings.

Living Tensions:
e Media studies as social science
e Communications as a social science
¢ Information and communications technologies
e The social web: the internet in its social context
e Human-computer interactions
o Literacies as a social learning experience

Visit: https://thesocialsciences.com/about/themes

13



Research Network Chair @ Interdisciplinary Social Sciences

Marcin Galant
Jagiellonian University, Krakéw, Poland

Marcin Galent is assistant professor at the Institute of European Studies at the
Jagiellonian University in Krakow, Poland. He has studied and done research at
places including: London School of Economics and Political Science, University
of Oxford, and University of Cambridge, UK; University of Leuven, Belgium; Peter
Pazmany University, Hungary; and University of Osaka, Japan. He holds a PhD in
sociology from Jagiellonian University and teaches courses on European welfare
state, migration, citizenship and multiculturalism, European civilization, and
European cultural identities. His current research focuses on the interrelationship
between cultural, economic, social, and political processes in the European
Union. He is mainly interested in heterodox interpretations of regional
integrations and in eurocritical strands in the current social thought. He is co-
author of the books Migration and Europeanisation and Changing identities and
values among Polish pendulum migrants and their Belgian employers (Krakow:
ZW Nomos, 2009), and he is co-editor of the book Visions and Revisions of
Europe (Gottingen: Gottingen University Press, 2019). He co-coordinated
Erasmus Mundus Master of Excellence “Euroculture: Society, Politics and Culture
in a Global Context,” an accredited interdisciplinary, international master's degree
in the field of European Studies offered by a consortium of eight European
universities and four non-European universities. He is also a member of the
Commission on Threats to Civilisation of the Polish Academy of Arts and
Sciences in Krakow, Poland.

14



Advisory Board @ Interdisciplinary Social Sciences

The Interdisciplinary Social Sciences Research Network is grateful for the foundational
contributions, ongoing support, and continued service of our Advisory Board.

o Norma Burgess, Lipscomb University, USA

« Vassiliki Chryssanthopoulou, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece
« Piero Dominici, University of Perugia, Italy

« Marcin Galent, Jagiellonian University, Poland

« Hillel Goelman, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada

¢ Ron Hayduk, San Francisco State University, San Francisco, USA

« Kellina Craig-Henderson, National Science Foundation, Arlington, USA

« Paul James, Western Sydney University, Australia

« Ivana Batarelo Kokic, University of Split, Split, Croatia

« Gerassimos Kouzelis, University of Athens, Athens, Greece

« Massimo Leone, University of Turin, ltaly

« José Luis Ortega Martin, Universidad de Granada, Spain

« Francisco Fernandez Palomares, Universidad de Granada, Spain

« Dorothy Randall-Tsuruta, San Francisco State University, San Francisco, USA
« Constantine D. Skordoulis, University of Athens, Athens, Greece

« Sanja Stanic, University of Split, Croatia

¢ Scott Sworts, Oxford Brookes University, UK

15
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History @ Interdisciplinary Social Sciences

Founded in 2006, the International Conference on Interdisciplinary Social
Sciences is brought together by a common interest in disciplinary and
interdisciplinary approaches, within and across the various social sciences, and
between the social, natural and applied sciences.

Past Events
e 2006 - University of the Aegean, Rhodes, Greece
e 2007 - University of Granada, Granada, Spain
e 2008 - Monash University Centre, Prato, Tuscany, Italy
e 2009 - University of Athens, Athens, Greece
e 2010 - University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK
e 2011 - University of New Orleans, New Orleans, USA
e 2012 - Universidad Abat Oliba CEU in Barcelona, Spain
e 2013 - Charles University's Faculty of Social Sciences in Prague, Czech Republic
e 2014 - University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada
o 2015 - University of Split, Split, Croatia
e 2016 - Imperial College London, London, UK
e 2017 - International Conference Center, Hiroshima, Japan
e 2018 - University of Granada, Granada, Spain
e 2019 - Universidad Auténoma Metropolitana Unidad Xochimilco, Mexico City, Mexico
e 2020 - National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Athens, Greece (Virtual)
e 2021 - Oxford Brookes University, Oxford, UK (Virtual)
e 2022 - National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Athens, Greece
e 2023 - Oxford Brookes University, Oxford, UK
e 2024 - Jagiellonian University, Krakéw, Poland
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Minds and Machines: Artificial Intelligence, Algorithms, Ethics, and Order
in Global Society

Knowledge, institutions, and technologies are deeply embedded within specific sociocultural contexts.
Artificial intelligence has risen to prominence, not merely as a technological advancement but as a
phenomenon intrinsically entangled with global sociocultural dynamics, highlighting epistemological and
regulatory fault lines that cross local and global spheres.

The epistemological fault line impacts the very foundations of knowledge. Whose knowledge is being
prioritized and valorized in developing and applying Al technologies? This question points to a deeper
inquiry into the epistemic injustices embedded in the fabric of Al, where certain forms of knowledge—
often emanating from dominant cultures and societies—are privileged over others. The implications of
such epistemic preferences are profound, as they shape the Al's "knowing capacity” and, consequently, its
impact on diverse populations.

On the regulatory front, the governance of information flows questions the adequacy and fairness of
existing regulatory frameworks in managing the complex dynamics of Al across different jurisdictions. This
regulatory fault line interrogates who is recognized as a data subject and whose interests are protected in
the sprawling data ecosystems that Al technologies inhabit. It underscores the necessity for governance
structures capable of addressing the transnational nature of Al, ensuring that regulatory mechanisms are
responsive to local needs and attuned to the global implications of Al deployment.

These fault lines reveal the inherently non-technical challenges posed by Al. It is imperative to ensure that
the development and application of Al technologies are aligned with human values, societal well-being,
and environmental sustainability. This calls for a concerted effort to integrate social science perspectives
into the heart of Al discourse, ensuring that ethical considerations, social justice, and equity are integral to
the Al innovation process. At the Twentieth International Conference on Interdisciplinary Social Sciences,
we embrace a multidisciplinary approach to navigate the complexities of Al in a manner that prioritizes
human dignity and environmental stewardship. This endeavor is not only technological, but also of
necessity profoundly ethical and political one. It calls for a collective commitment to redefining the
principles and practices that will guide the future of Al governance.

19
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Cristina Toledo Baez
Associate Professor, University of Malaga, Spain

“Ni contigo, ni sin ti: la inteligencia artificial en la educacién y la investigacion”
(In Spanish)

Born in Malaga in 1982, she is an Associate Professor (with tenure) at the
Department of Translation and Interpreting of the University of Malaga. She is
recognized as Full Professor since October 2024. She holds a BA in Translation
and Interpreting from the University of Malaga (2004) as well as a PhD in
Translation and Interpreting (with Doctor Europeus mention) (2009). She was
awarded the School of Arts' Best PhD Award in 2009. She has been a visiting
scholar at the Copenhagen Business School (Denmark), University of

Wolverhampton (United Kingdom), Dickinson College (USA) and Centre Privé
de Langues (France). She is currently leading a research line dedicated to
research and teaching of language technologies, focusing specifically on
machine translation and post editing. Within this field, she is leading several
competitive national and local research projects as well as a permanent group of
innovative education. Published and cited extensively, her research results have
been made public in international academic conferences and publications. She
has been acknowledged 3 six-year periods of research activity, 3 five-year
teaching periods, and 2 regional government allowances for teaching and
research. She is co-editor of two Journals of Law, Editorial Assistant of another
Journal of Law and she is also a member of the editorial board of other three
top-ranked journals. She collaborates as evaluator for the Spanish Research
Agency, the Agéncia Valenciana d'Avaluacié i Prospectiva and the Slovak
Research and Development Agency. She is a lecturer at European Masters in
Technology for Translation and Interpreting as well as at several Master's
Programmes (Universities of Alcala, Cérdoba and and Malaga). She has been an
invited lecturer at the Master's Programme on Natural Language Processing
from the University of Wolverhampton (United Kingdom). She has also lectured
at the University of Cambridge and University College London (United Kingdom)
as well as at the University of Kent (United States). She belongs to the talent
platform International Mentoring Foundation for the Advancement of Higher
Education (IMFAHE), the Research Institute of Multilingual Language
Technologies (IUITLM) and the research group of excellence Lexytrad (HUM-
106), the last two at the University of Malaga.

20
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Boris Vazquez-Calvo
Researcher Ramon y Cajal, University of Seville, Spain

“Al Through a Social-Science Lens: Rethinking Learning, Teaching, and
Research” (In English)

Boris Vazquez-Calvo is an assistant professor of language education (English and
Spanish) and a recognized expert in digital literacies, informal language learning, and
technology-enhanced language education. His research explores how artificial
intelligence, online communities, and digital platforms shape language learning,
pedagogical practices, and the evolving identities of language learners and educators
in multilingual and multicultural contexts. With more than 40 publications and over 60
conference presentations, including invited keynotes, his work has significantly

contributed to understanding the intersections of digital technologies, language

learning, and communication.

As Principal Investigator, Boris leads multiple publicly funded research projects that
examine the intersections of digital technologies, literacies, and language education.
His most recent project, DEFINERS: Digital Language Learning of Junior and
Preservice Language Teachers (72,500€, TED2021-129984A-100, Spain’s National
Research Plan), investigates how preservice language educators engage with Al-
powered tools, digital platforms, and online social networks to develop their
professional skills and digital autonomy. The project provides critical insights into
digital technologies and Al's role in self-directed learning, digital autonomy, and
identity, from the perspective of preservice teachers.

Beyond DEFINERS, Boris has spearheaded SEGUE: Social Media and Video Games
for Language Learning and Teaching (4,200€, Research Plan UMA, 2022-2024), which
examined how social media and gaming environments foster language development
and literacy practices. Additionally, his past postdoctoral project, Gaming as Literacy
(110,000€, Xunta de Galicia), explored how video games function as academic and
vernacular literacy practices, emphasizing informal learning in online gaming
communities fueled by gaming as a fan practice.

His research also extends to memes and digital humor in language teacher education,
examining how humor and multimodal communication shape identity construction and
pedagogical reflection. His work on Al-driven speech technologies in pronunciation
training has contributed to discussions on self-regulated learning and Al-assisted
feedback in teacher training programs. He is now researching Al-driven chatbots to
determine the extent to which language teacher students co-construct specialized
knowledge through human-Al interaction.

Currently, Boris is transitioning from the University of Malaga to the University of
Seville, where, in July 2025, he will assume a prestigious, research-focused, tenure-
track postdoctoral position in language education, funded by Spain’s and the EU's
research agencies under the Ramon y Cajal grant (RYC2023-043502-1).
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Marianna Capasso
Postdoctoral Researcher, Utrecht University, Netherlands

“Inclusive Al in practice: shaping Responsible Al and Data Ecosystems”

Marianna Capasso is a postdoctoral researcher in Philosophy & Ethics of
Technology at the Department of Media and Culture Studies at Utrecht
University, where she is the Lead of the Cross-Cultural Al Ethics Cluster at the
Inclusive Al Lab.

Marianna's research expertise lies at the intersection of ethics of technology and
political philosophy, with a special focus on philosophical issues of human

freedom and responsibility with Al, Design for Values, Bias and Discrimination in
Al, and Al and the Future of Work. In her cross-disciplinary research, Marianna
investigates how to identify, define, and translate philosophical methods and
conceptions into design requirements and actionable criteria for preserving
human relevant values in the interaction with socio-technical systems that
involve Al. On these topics, she has been invited to speak at a number of
international conferences and workshops, and authored and co-authored peer-
reviewed publications in edited volumes and international leading journals, such
as Philosophy and Technology, Minds and Machines, Frontiers in Robotics and
Al, International Journal of Social Robotics, Al & Society, Medicine Healthcare
and Philosophy, Business and Human Rights Journal, and others. Over the last
few years, Marianna has advised, guided, and consulted different stakeholders,
such as researchers, industry partners; HR; public policy and administration
actors; NGOs, and actively contributed to responsible research and innovation
projects, such as Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe.

Marianna is currently working on the EU-funded project FINDHR, where she
explores the socio-ethical implications of intersectional discrimination in
algorithmic hiring, and the responsible governance of synthetic data generation
and use. Prior to joining Utrecht, Marianna was postdoctoral researcher at
Erasmus University Rotterdam, and postdoctoral researcher at Sant'’Anna School
of Advanced Studies in Pisa, where she obtained her PhD in Human Rights and
Global Politics in 2022. During her PhD, she spent a period as a visiting
researcher at the section Ethics/Philosophy of Technology of TU Delft. Marianna
holds a MA in Philosophy from the University of Pisa, and an Honours Diploma in
Philosophy from Scuola Normale Superiore. She is Italian and is based in The
Netherlands.
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Francisco Rodriguez Fernandez
Professor, University of Granada, Spain

"Economy, Psychology, and Education: Can Al Rewrite the Rules of the Game?"

Full Professor of Economics at the University of Granada (Spain). PhD in
Economics (University of Granada). He is senior economist at Funcas and the
Funcas Observatory of Financial Digitalization. He has been consultant and/or
visiting researcher at the Universities of Modena and Bologna, as well as at the
World Bank, the ECB, and the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago. He has been a
leading researcher in several national and international research projects for the
European Commission, the Spanish Ministry of Science and a number of

international bodies. He has been also consultant for financial institutions and
payment market participants. He is vice-president of the International Banking,
Economics and Finance Association. He has published articles in peer-reviewed
journals such as The Review of Economics and Statistics, Nature-Scientific
Reports, European Economic Review, Review of Finance, Journal of Money,
Credit and Banking, Journal of Corporate Finance or Journal of Banking and
Finance.
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Each year a small number of Emerging Scholar Awards are given to outstanding
early-career scholars or graduate students. Here are our 2025 Emerging Scholar
Award Winners.

Sonwabo Jongile Nancy Xu Jovana Isevski
Cape Peninsula University of Technology, UCLA School of Education University of California,
South Africa and Information Studies, USA
USA

John Carlo Colot Fetine Bayraktar Keaton Ballard
Polytechnic University of the Philippines, Eastern Mediterranean University, ~ Florida Gulf Coast University,
The Philippines Cyprus USA

Carla Fernandez-Melendres Klement R. Camaj Demetria Howard White
University of Mélaga, University of the West of Scotland, Tougaloo College,
Spain UK USA
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Diego De Haro Cathy Mae Toquero Hacer Elmaci
Universidad de Malaga Mindanao State University - University of Leeds,
Espana General Santos, UK

Philippines

N
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2025 Special Focus - Minds and Machines:
Artificial Intelligence, Algorithms, Ethics
and Order in Global Society

Research on Adopting a Socio-Judicial Approach to
Implementing Al in the Court

Ari Niki Tobi, CEO/Consultant, Adjunct Professor, Judiciary, Courts and Society
and Sociology Departments, AT.Socio-Judicial Consulting, State University of
New York, Oneonta, Harwick College, Oneonta, New York, United States

This research on Al and the Courts began over three years ago and I did my first
presentation to female judges at an international conference in New York. I
demonstrate the dilemmatic implications of Al on litigation, especially criminal trials,
and the criminal justice system. I collected data from judges in attendance, and the
findings confirmed my hypothesis. Part B research was conducted at a conference of
court administrators in Singapore. I am in the process of collating that data to finalize
the results. Therefore, my study discusses the research findings and AI’s impacts on
court proceedings. In applying the collated data, I propose my unique socio-judicialism
theory for implementing Al in courts. The over-reliance on Al is a socio-judicial threat
to justice (humane justice), judicial integrity, society, and democratic development.
Although Al will solve administrative problems in the court system, ensure a level of
transparency, ensure speedy trials, or support a fair and speedy judicial system, the
court’s reliance or over-reliance on Al is likely to cause more harm than good to the
system and society in the long term. So, implementing Al in the court system,
although valuable to justice delivery will create social and judicial problems, especially
in the criminal justice system. I applied an empirical methodology with anonymous
questionnaires to judges and other court administrators. The outcome of Part A is the
Part B research in Singapore. Part C research will be shared at the conference.
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Gaining Deeper Insights Quantitative Analysis of
Qualitative Data: Quantitative Analysis of Qualitative
Data

Eleni Elia, Senior Lecturer, School of Engineering Computing and Mathematics,
Oxford Brookes, Oxfordshire, United Kingdom

This workshop aspires to provide attendees with essential tools and techniques for
quantitative analysis of narrative and non-numeric information. Designed for researchers
and practitioners across disciplines, the session explores methods such as Latent Dirichlet
allocation (LDA), sentiment analysis, frequency counts and data visualization.
Participants will have the opportunity to engage in hands-on exercises and apply
quantitative techniques to derive insights from qualitative data. By the end of the session,
participants will be equipped with skills to enrich their qualitative analysis through

integration of quantitative approaches.
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"Robot Voters": The Role of Virtual Mentalities of Social
Bots in the Democratic Game, Their Construction of
Leaderships, and Political Projects

Olga Chistina De Oliveira Zunino, Student, PhD Candidate, Federal University of
Rio de Janeiro, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

The use of bots, artificial intelligence software that emulates human behavior, has
become significant in Brazilian politics since the 2014 elections, when 11% of social
media interactions involving candidates such as Dilma Rousseff and Aécio Neves were
attributed to bots (SANTOS, 2017). These bots, active on platforms like Twitter and
Facebook, generate content to amplify political positions, creating the false impression
of widespread support. Research indicates that 60.9% of former President Jair
Bolsonaro's Twitter followers were fake or bots. This research aims to understand the
construction of the "robot voter" and its role in the contemporary democratic landscape.
The study is positioned within the Sociology of Emotions (CLARK, 2007), the Sociology
and Anthropology of Value (GRAEBER, 2013), and digital studies (CASTELLS, 2005).
To this end, qualitative techniques, such as semi-structured interviews with bot
developers and political marketing specialists are employed to understand how these
software systems shape voter behavior. The central hypothesis suggests that bots
radicalize political behavior and bring voters closer to charismatic leaders through
intense emotions and aggressive performances (WERNECK, 2019). Furthermore, the
relationship between bots and the construction of leadership is analyzed in light of
Barthes' (2015) notion of myth. Finally, the discussion addresses how the ambiguous
regulation of platforms fosters a competitive and unregulated environment, as noted by
Howard (2018) and Broussard (2018).
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A Theory-driven Learning Analytic Model for Detecting
Students-at-risk in Higher Education:

Eunice Ivala, Director, Cape Peninsula University of Technology, South Africa
Sonwabo Jongile, Educational Technologist, Centre for Innovative Educational
Technology (CIET), Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT), Western
Cape, South Africa

Business intelligence (BI) and analytic solutions originated from learning analytics (LA),
which has emerged in the education sector due to the success of data mining models in
businesses. However, the application of BI models in analytics for at-risk students (those
failing academically or facing challenges that may hinder their completion of studies) is
currently unclear in the global higher education context. LA is being tested and
implemented in some higher education institutions (HEI) worldwide to enhance
learning and teaching through monitoring students’ interactions and success in fully
online and blended courses. Furthermore, most studies on LA are data-driven and lack
theoretical foundations. This study, from which the findings in this article are derived, is
based on Tinto’s longitudinal model of dropout. This model is used to select dropout
conditions and extract data from institutional information systems and student learning
data, with the goal of improving the identification of at-risk students and providing real-
time interventions. Through an inductive analysis of literature, this article explores how
theoretical frameworks can be applied in analytics for at-risk students, with a focus on
predictive modeling. As a result, a modified theoretical model based on Tinto’s
longitudinal model of dropout is presented. This modified model aims to demonstrate
the potential of information systems and student learning data in indigenous HEI,
providing a learning analytic approach that universities can use to identify students at
risk of dropping out.
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Advancing Architectural Design Research Methods
through Al Visualization Tools

Yong Huang, Associate Professor, Architecture, Bowling Green State University,
Ohio, United States

Traditional architectural design research is predominantly based on images and drawings
of precedents from built projects or speculative theoretical models, in a process of critical
analyses or points of departure for design iterations. Emerging Al visualization tools
enable users to generate visual concepts and models that are derived from ever-evolving
web data beyond pre-conceived and pre-categorized sources. This research project
experiments Al tools in visualization that can negotiate the established boundaries of
theoretical and practical design concepts in both literal and metaphorical dimensions.
In "The Datafied Society: Studying Culture Through Data", a ‘query design strategy’ has
become more user-defined. A query normally begins with keywords which posit certain
sets of notions, hints, or clues that enable researchers to find a cipher or code. A topic of
architectural research can be further interpreted or defined as a sequence or a set of
keywords. Through the inductive method of trials-and-errors, these Al visualization tools
are capable to translate meanings and ideas into images, therefore, a wide range of images
generated by Al can be selected to serve as visual interpretations and inspirations for
architects and designers. As images and the meanings of images are also contextual, and
the context and constraint of each research topic exercises can be systematically defined,
which allow the outcomes to be compared and analyzed. Fundamentally, architectural
design-based research is interpretive and creative. Humanistic Al visualization tools can
generate both analogous and metaphoric images, which can be developed with great
potentials in advancing architectural research methodology.
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Advancing Global Citizenship Education through Al:
Balancing Neoliberal, Liberal, and Critical Approaches in
Knowledge-Based Economies

Yihang Li, Student, PhD, UCLA, California, United States
Nancy Xu, Student, PhD, University of California Los Angeles, California, United
States

Global Citizenship Education (GCE) is crucial for addressing global challenges like
inequality, poverty, and social violence. In a rapidly advancing technological society,
knowledge-based economies (KBEs) require individuals to possess new skills to thrive.
This study explores how to prepare students as global citizens with the skills needed for
the digitalized world, particularly in KBEs. It highlights the importance of transforming
education to prioritize diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) through personalized
learning models enabled by artificial intelligence (AI). While existing research has
explored Al's role in supporting GCE, there is limited analysis of various organizations—
public, private, and nonprofit—implementing Al in GCE. This study examines how
these organizations apply Al to support personalized learning and GCE, identifying their
practices within neoliberal, liberal, and critical educational frameworks. Using
typologies that categorize Al-driven education initiatives as industry-driven, social-
driven, and mixed industry-social-driven, the study analyzes different approaches to GCE.
Findings suggest that neoliberal Al education emphasizes standardized, market-oriented
outcomes, potentially perpetuating disparities. In contrast, critical GCE, driven by social
initiatives, focuses on ethical practices that promote DEI and empower marginalized
communities. A mixed liberal approach balances economic goals with humanitarian
values, fostering both human capital and educational equity. This study underscores the
potential of mixed industry-social-driven Al in education to enhance personalized and
equitable learning, address global challenges, and promote ethical Al use. It provides
insights for educators, policymakers, and technology developers on fostering GCE in a
knowledge-based economy, emphasizing the need for a more inclusive and globally
sensitive approach to Al-driven education.
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Agent-based Models to Study the Effects of Al
Technologies on Social Systems: Simulating the Effects
of Al in Al Simulated Societies

Juan Perote Pefia, Profesor Titular de Universidad, Economic Analysis, University
of Zaragoza, Zaragoza, Spain

The increasing use of new digital technologies and Al in organizations is bringing new
ethical challenges that may harm the interests of some stakeholders in relation to privacy,
freedom of choice and possible discrimination of some groups. The new strategies called
corporate digital responsibility (CDR) incorporate the new dimension of digitalization
into the corporate social responsibility (CSR) agenda that has been developing in recent
decades to account for the need to address ethical issues with stakeholders and maintain
reputational standards that can be ultimately beneficial to firms and other organizations.
In this study I use an agent-based model to generate simulations applied to a game
theoretic framework based on previous work introducing the effects of Al technologies.
The objective of the model and the subsequent simulations is to study the effects on the
cooperation level, social welfare obtained and degree of individual freedom and
autonomy enjoyed by the agents of the simulated society of different levels of
digitalization, and finding the likelihood and determinants of bad outcomes. In this
experimentally constructed society in an abstract environment individual agents (a
heterogeneous and evolving set of organizations and firms) use adaptive strategies from
algorithms to make choices using local information (bounded rationality) on their
surrounding social and economic environment. Agents are randomly paired in each time
period to play economic games of competition and/or cooperation on time and are able
to track the reputation gained from past interactions of themselves and others, so that
social learning can feed the decision-making process.
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Al and Ethics in User Research - Bridging Gaps Across
Disciplines: Addressing Bias and Building Ethical
Frameworks for Interdisciplinary Collaboration

Shreya Thakkar, Senior Design Researcher, Research By Design, Innovation,
Electrolux Group, North Carolina, United States

The integration of generative artificial intelligence (Al) into social science research raises
a paradox: does it enhance our ability to think creatively and imagine boldly, or risk
outsourcing our imagination in pursuit of productivity? Through a mixed-methods
approach combining ethnographic observation of Al-enabled design teams, and future
methodologies, this study investigates the impact of Al tools on creative processes and
research equity. Drawing on behavioral mapping and ecosystem design frameworks, our
preliminary findings reveal a complex interplay where Al amplifies human insight
through pattern recognition while potentially reinforcing systemic biases in generative
outputs. To address these challenges, a framework for integrating Al as a co-creative
partner is proposed. It incorporates interdisciplinary review processes, embedded ethical
checkpoints, and techniques for leveraging Generative Al to inspire divergent rather
than prescriptive thinking. This research examines the broader implications of Al in
reshaping power dynamics within organizations and design research practices, offering
insights into how interdisciplinary collaboration can prioritize ethical innovation and
systemic equity.
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Al Driven Deepfake Technology Literacy Detection
Method and Impact on Credibility of Trustworthy
Journalism

Hamd Nawaz, Student, MPhil Journalism and Mass Communication, University
of Malakand, Northern Areas, Pakistan

Artificial Intelligence (AI) driven deepfake technology is becoming increasingly
prevalent today and poses a significant threat to journalists in terms of credibility and
reliability of the media. Deepfakes, realistic images, videos, and audio generated with the
use of Al but are genuine fake, have become rampant. At first it was an entertainment
tool and was noticed in the film industry, but after that deepfake started appearing in
political circles: they use it to influence people and deceive them. This paper seeks to
examine the awareness and understating of deepfakes in relation to media credibility,
journalism principles and the sanctity of a news report. It explains how fake videos affect
the society and looks into how one could tell whether the videos that they are using are
real or fake. In addition, the study explores the possibilities of addressing the negative
consequences of deepfakes, such as media literacy and the use of particular technologies.
Finally, the paper outlines the strategies for journalism to embrace this new environment
while endeavoring to stay truthful in the fake news world that is fast becoming a norm
in the digital realm.
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Al Ethics for Organoid Intelligence: Communicating
Moral Status through Mindreading Technologies for
Organoid Intelligence

Susan V. H. Castro, Associate Professor, Philosophy, Wichita State University,
Kansas, United States

Organoid Intelligence (OI) is the development of lab-grown mini-brains from induced
pluripotent human cells for computational purposes. Ol promises to offer self-
organizational, growth, and healing capabilities with negligible energy costs and heat
production compared to Al in silica. Given the environmentally catastrophic projections
for Al in silica, organoid computing and other synthetic biological intelligence (SBI)
alternatives might offer a more ethical path. Obviously, however, sentience,
consciousness, and a subjective point of view may arise from the organization and
growth of brain cells. Calls for emphasizing the critical importance of ethics in OI are
thus common and sincere but often empty. Until recently there was little hope of
determining which levels and kinds of complexity in OI could give rise to ethical
markers of moral status. Now mindreading technologies like mind-to-text brain
implants for stroke patients have advanced to the point of detecting specific language
intention such as "I'm thirsty" from real-time electroencephalographic data from living
human brains. While we are still quite far from being able to use Al to detect the
precursors of moral status so as to limit OI research subjects to remain within any given
ethical boundary space, the Precautionary Principle and Non-maleficence strongly imply
that subjects protection procedures like the US institutional review board (IRB) approval
process are needed now. Process development for the protection of genuinely novel
research subjects and the requisite legislation for oversight and enforcement, globally,
takes time. We're ready.
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Al-Driven Transformation in Hospitality and Tourism -
Global Impacts and Insights: From Service to Strategy

Fetine Bayraktar, PhD Student, Tourism Management, Eastern Mediterranean
University, Cyprus

The hospitality and tourist industry is one of the many businesses throughout the world
that artificial intelligence (Al) is changing. Its ramifications are vividly illustrated by the
fact that the industry is among the most global and integrated. This study investigates
how AI applications are changing service delivery, organizational procedures, and
strategic decision-making in the travel and hotel industry. Al-driven technologies like
chatbots, smart room systems, predictive analytics, and robotic service assistants are
being used as part of the larger wave of digital transformation to improve visitor
experiences, expedite processes, and develop new business models. The study illustrates
how Al enhances performance management, individualized service offerings, and
operational efficiency using real-world examples from international hotel chains and
tourism businesses. It also draws attention to the difficulties in integrating Al such as
the need to adjust the staff, moral dilemmas, and unequal adoption in different areas and
hotel kinds. This case study emphasizes the dual function of Al as a technology disruptor
and an enabler of strategic innovation by presenting the hospitality sector as a
microcosm of the global digital transformation. The findings argue for comprehensive
strategies that match Al adoption with organizational objectives and sustainable
development, and they support additional empirical, human-centric research to
comprehend Al's socio-technical impact in service industries. In the era of intelligent
technology, the travel and hotel industry thus not only benefits from Al innovation but
also acts as a test ground for wider societal ramifications.
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Al-Powered Diplomacy
Kumar Nagarjun, Student, Political Science, University of Delhi, Bihar, India

The integration of artificial intelligence into global diplomacy presents both
opportunities and challenges that warrant in-depth analysis. This study is essential for
understanding how Al is reshaping diplomatic strategies, optimizing decision-making,
and addressing complex international dynamics. We explored Al-driven models relevant
to diplomacy, including predictive analytics for economic forecasting and data-driven
insights for trade negotiations. Our review highlights recent technological advancements
in AI within diplomatic frameworks. Through case studies, we examined AI’s role in
consular services, crisis response, and public diplomacy, illustrating its advantages and
potential drawbacks. This study provides meaningful insights and foster further research
into AI’s evolving impact on global diplomacy
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Al-Proofing College Writing Courses: A Process-based
Approach to Instruction and Assessment

Kyle Oddis, Assistant Professor of English, Arts and Sciences, Massachusetts
College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences, United States

As generative writing tools like ChatGPT increasingly permeate higher education,
writing instructors face unprecedented challenges in maintaining academic integrity
while fostering student agency. This workshop introduces a practical, process-based
model for writing instruction that aligns with principles of equity, transparency, and
student-centered learning. This approach leverages years of action research using
OneDrive and Google Drive as readily-available collaborative platforms. Many colleges
and universities already provide access to these platforms for students and instructors;
they can be used in innovative ways to support skill development in writing across
disciplines through iterative drafting, reflective practice, and feedback loops tailored to
individual needs. Participants will explore how integrating these platforms into process-
based assessment not only enhances accessibility but also equips students with
foundational literacies and technological skills that transfer across contexts. Moreover,
this approach encourages and facilitates sustained engagement. By leveraging
straightforward features such as version history and cloud-based composition in
scaffolded assignment sequences, instructors can gain insights into developmental
trajectories, enable timelier interventions, and support a more nuanced understanding
of writing process areas of strength and challenge. This approach provides an elegant-in-
its-simplicity design, mediating the problem of differentiated "versus" Universally-
designed instruction. In facilitating an organic writing process, this model offers a way
to detect and dissuade misuse of Al writing tools, as the emphasis shifts from the final
product to the evolution of ideas through active revision. This workshop demonstrates
the importance of writing as a process of human empowerment, reinforcing the value

of teaching writing as a mode of critical thinking.
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Algorithms and Urban Lives - Ethical and Social
Challenges of Al in India’s Gig Economy: Navigating
Precarity and Power

Rashi Mishra, Student, M.A. in Political Science, Jawaharlal Nehru University,
Delhi, India

Artificial intelligence (Al) and algorithmic management are rapidly transforming urban
labor markets in India’s major metropolitan centers such as Bengaluru, Delhi, and
Mumbai. This paper critically examines the ethical implications and social consequences
of Al-driven gig and platform work on urban laborers, focusing on how algorithmic
control disrupts traditional labor relations and community structures. Unlike in many
Global North contexts, where regulatory frameworks and social protections seek to
mitigate automation’s adverse effects, India’s urban workforce often faces precarious
employment conditions, heightened surveillance, and opaque decision-making
processes without adequate transparency or worker recourse. Through qualitative case
studies and policy analysis, the research reveals how Al algorithms govern workers’
schedules, remuneration, and performance evaluation, often entrenching power
imbalances and eroding worker autonomy. This algorithmic governance not only
exacerbates labor precarity but also weakens informal community networks that have
historically provided social and economic support in Indian urban contexts. Framed
within a comparative Global North-South perspective, the paper highlights the uneven
adoption of Al technologies and how this disparity perpetuates social inequality and
injustice. It argues for urgent ethical reevaluation of Al deployment in labor markets,
advocating for governance models grounded in transparency, accountability, and
enhanced worker agency. The study underscores the need for community-centered
approaches that protect vulnerable urban workers and promote equitable social order
amid accelerating technological change. This research contributes to broader debates on
Al ethics, labor rights, and the future of work in an increasingly automated global society.
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Applications of Al and Machine Learning in Healthcare
Sustainability

Mohammad Obeidat, Professor, School of Management, Kennesaw State
University, Georgia, United States

Despite the advancements in tenures, the application of Al to address challenges in
various areas of improvement and healthcare sustainability remains a significant
challenge. Moreover, the operational implications and evaluation of AI model
performance in healthcare, in connection with environmental and financial issues faced
by health organizations, have been minimally explored. The primary aim of this research
is to examine the opportunities and constraints of various Al methodological
advancements that can have practical and effective applications, ultimately contributing
to the implementation of sustainable healthcare to meet the population's increasing
demand for accessibility and quality of care. Furthermore, this study does not seek to
present a singular perspective on the topics, but rather to offer a comprehensive analysis
discussing the foundational assumptions and connections between various ideals that
have enabled the application and subsequent innovation of Al in healthcare. Finally, this
paper also addresses the guidelines and future directions in the operations and
challenges of sustainable healthcare.
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Approaching Models of (Sub)culture - SWAG

Suzan Ela Hanow, Student, MA Design and Computation, Technical University of
Berlin and University of Arts Berlin, Berlin, Germany

This paper proposes a shift in how we understand artificial intelligence models—not as
simulations of human intelligence, but as representations of cultural patterns. Building
on the concept of “Models of Culture] this research investigates how contemporary
multimodal models, specifically CLIP-based embedding models, interpret and
reproduce subcultural aesthetics. Using the SWAG era as a case study—a fashion
movement rooted in the late 2000s and early 2010s—we examine whether style-based
aesthetic values can be computationally measured. We explore two central research
questions: (1) Can embedding spaces be used to measure personal style (SWAG)? (2)
What cultural biases are reflected in such measurements? By designing a method to
quantify SWAG through similarity scoring in latent spaces, we reveal how embeddings
encode subjective visual cues. A Digital Probing Device enables interactive navigation
through these spaces, making visible the structural relationships and latent assumptions
embedded in the models. Our findings are presented through an interactive exhibition
that visualizes these latent spaces and invites reflection on the cultural dimensions of
machine learning systems. Rather than evaluating Al by its proximity to general
intelligence, we advocate for viewing these systems as mirrors of the data cultures they
emerge from. This approach highlights how computational models participate in
aesthetic judgments and cultural memory, offering new ways to critically engage with

machine learning and its role in shaping subcultural narratives.
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Artificial Intelligence and Sustainable Development: Is
Al a Game-changer for Sustainable Development?

Dominic Hakim Silvio, Student, DSDD (PhD), Dalhousie University, Nova Scotia,
Canada

on many sectors requires assessing its effect on achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals. The main goal of this paper is to answer the question “Is Al a game-changer for
sustainable development?” that is, can Al become a powerful tool for tackling some of
the world’s most pressing development challenges? Many scholars and experts believe
that Al is potentially a game-changer for sustainable development because it can bring
education and health care to remote areas, help farmers boost their crops, help design
sustainable housing and transportation, and provide early warning for natural disasters.
The paper argues that while Al presents immense potential, it’s important to
acknowledge the challenges associated with its implementation. Several issues could
slow — and in the worst cases negate — progress toward achieving the SDGs.
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Artificial Intelligence Governance under Extreme Market
Concentrations: Ethics Online-Offline Intersections

Gustavo Cerecer, Facultad de Ciencias Sociales y Humanidades, Universidad
Autdnoma de San Luis Potosi, San Luis Potosi, Mexico
The emergence of artificial intelligence (Al) and its progressively wider impact

By 2024, more than 80% of the world’s Al computing power would be controlled by just
five companies. These companies owned the majority of large-scale Al data centers and
supercomputers. Here, the goal is to increase first-party objective information and
algorithmic logic for sustainable and scalable global Al governance, and it is important
that this be done through the control of every single internet user. It is important to go
further in research and experimentation on antitrust models, laws and algorithms,
addressing the dominance of the Al market in very few hands, promoting competition.
I have investigated this extreme concentration in the Al market with the support of the
Latour Actor/Network School, and LLM's of Al as well as from the logical principles of
Dialectical Materialism, Political Economy and already existing ethical frameworks of
Al, such as the laws of the USA, the UK and the EU, as well as in reference to certain
social activisms of the same nations. The implications of not researching these issues are
high and deep, as a global society of users and as a species. Both ecosystems, the Internet
and the organic one, are interconnected. Our quality of life, but above all that of our
descendants, does not depend on the control of Al alone, as Cybersecurity and Al Ethics
usually promotes, but on the interaction of both online-offline social patterns and
algorithmic agents. We must apply real scientific and humanistic knowledge on the
domain of these markets of it will be too late.
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Artificial Intelligence in Corporate Governance: A New
Frontier in Agency Cost Mitigation

Inah Okpa, Student, PhD, University of Kent, UK, Kent, United Kingdom

The failure of traditional corporate governance (CG) practices to adequately address the
agency problems between shareholders and managers has motivated this novel academic
enquiry. This paper investigates the impact of Artificial Intelligence adoption (AIA) on
agency costs mitigation and examines the role of AIA in enhancing the effectiveness of
traditional CG mechanisms in reducing agency cost. We utilised an international sample
comprising 82,323 firm-year observations from 7,537 listed active firms in the US, UK,
Canada, Germany, Australia, and China, between the period 2010 to 2023. The main
findings indicate that AIA significantly mitigates agency costs. Additionally, AIA reduces
information asymmetry, improves executive compensation structure, and enhances the
effectiveness of board and audit quality monitoring mechanisms, leading to reduction
in agency costs. These findings are robust to battery of analyses including alternative
independent, dependent, and control variables, control interactions, lagged variables,
change regression, difference-in-difference estimation, panel dynamic GMM and GEE
model specifications, instrumental variable methods, propensity score match (PSM),
with additional analysis of 1998 dead firms comprising a sample of 14,230 firm—year
observations to mitigate survivorship bias. Our heterogeneity analyses further
underscore important complementarities between AIA and strong CG practices in
addressing agency problems within firms. Overall, this study provides novel empirical
evidence that Al holds the promise of mitigating agency problems and reshaping CG
practices for more effective agency outcomes, with crucial implications for research and
practice in utilizing Al technologies for continuous monitoring, governance and
accountability.
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Artificial Intelligence in Islamic Guidance: Assessing
Chatbot Performance and Jurisprudential Adherence

Soleh Hasan Wahid, Lecturer, Sharia Faculty, Institut Agama Islam Negeri
Ponorogo, Jawa Timur, Indonesia

Al-based chatbots designed for Islamic guidance were evaluated by focusing on their
cognitive abilities and adherence to jurisprudential frameworks using Bloom's
taxonomy and analyzing their use of legal sources, figh approaches, and answer patterns
from Ahlu Hadith and Ahlu Ra'yu perspectives. The results show inconsistencies in
chatbot performance, with limitations in accuracy, completeness, and depth at higher
cognitive levels, as well as variations in citing Quranic verses and hadiths. This study
highlights the risks of relying on Al for religious guidance due to its inability to
consistently apply contextual knowledge and engage in deeper ethical reasoning,
emphasizing the need for refinement, human oversight, and educational initiatives. This
calls for viewing Al as an assistive tool rather than a replacement for scholarly input and

ethical considerations in Islamic jurisprudence.
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Artificial Intelligent Syntax: Semiotics and Their Impact
on ‘Vulnerable’ Communities

Ralisa Dawkins, PhD Student, Department of Science, Technology, and Society,
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Virginia, United States

The paper examines codes used in machine learning to train computers about People
with Disabilities (PWDs). I highlight the hidden experience of the most marginalized
group affected by the end-product of algorithms and codes. Perspectives can be easily
overlooked with the hype surrounding machine intelligence, automatically leading us
to question the robustness and sophistication of new technologies. Preliminary insights
to my arguments start with the “dis” prefix in the concept of “disability which attracts a
negative interpretation within traditional language. If offered an opportunity to present,
issues of oppression, evident with learned behavior intended for artificially intelligent
agents, are progressing, and the historical and social ableist discourse and narrative are
being imitated by Al to regurgitate and amplify oppression against groups. Therefore,
reasserting the potential of disability is incredibly difficult in contemporaneous times
when dominant modes of cultural and discursive reproduction continue to portray and
constitute PWDs as objects of ‘pity; charity, and professional intervention and leeches on
systems of welfare, health, and social care. To challenge this imitated systemic oppression,
the author proposes a concept called “Disability Semiotics” geared towards reclamation,
redefining, and reasserting of ‘disability’ while simultaneously offering language and
words that take us beyond ‘disability’ as ‘lacking’
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Authentic Ways of Being: Agency, Morality, Ethics, and
the Transformative Power of Compassion

Brett Morgan Breton, Associate Professor, Psychology & Counseling, Utah Valley
University, Utah, United States

Madison Hayes, Student, B.S. Psychology, Utah Valley University, Utah, United
States

Grounded in phenomenological thought, we assert that human beings always, naturally
exist in relation to others and things. Recognizing this inherent relationality, we explore
positive (authentic) relationality, distinguished by compassion, understood as genuine
care and concern for others, and examine the elements that foster such authentic ways
of being. Conversely, we briefly contrast this with aversive (inauthentic) relationality,
ostensibly characterized by abstraction and separation which undermine meaningful
connection. A tendency toward inauthentic modes of being may emerge when we,
consciously or unconsciously, embrace ideologies that atomize, overly reduce, and
objectify the Other and our own sense of being-in-relation, thereby obscuring our true
nature. Engaging with a range of ideas that offer insights into more authentic ways of
relating, this inquiry becomes an invitation for ongoing dialogue, one that can pave the
way for more genuine, authentic living. We propose that authentic relationality is
intricately linked to agency, moral obligation, and ethical responsibility, which together
form the essential foundation for cultivating compassion. In this sense, compassion is
the driving force that transforms these ideas into meaningful action, motivating us to
engage in relational practices that actualize positive modes of relating and ultimately

promote the flourishing of harmonious communities.

48



2025 Special Focus

Blending Technology, Interdisciplinary Collaboration,
and Advocacy: A Critical Recipe for Fostering a
Sustainable and Strong Future

Mioara Diaconu, Professor, Associate Director of Academic Affairs and Strategic
Planning, School of Social Work, Western Michigan University, Michigan, United
States

Laura Racovita, Professor of Social Work/ Dean, Social Work, Southern Adventist
University, Tennessee, United States

Technology, including artificial intelligence (Al), could play a pivotal role in addressing
interdisciplinary and interprofessional connections between humans and the natural
environment around them as communities around the world are facing pressing
challenges such as climate change, social inequities, and public health crises. Innovating
technologies could offer tools for managing complex systems, predicting outcomes, and
enabling cross-sector collaboration in real-time. Al could facilitate data-driven decision-
making, which enhances the ability of professionals from diverse fields - such as public
health, environmental science, social work, and public policy - to collaborate effectively.
This is crucial for addressing the interconnected nature of sustainability, health, and
mental health. For instance, Al can support sustainable agriculture practices by
predicting environmental patterns, while also enabling the development of personalized
health interventions that consider both physical and mental well-being. In addition,
technology can foster a global dialogue on best practices, allowing communities and
various professions to share with each other knowledge and strategies in real-time. By
promoting evidence-based policies that integrate technological advancements and
interdisciplinary approaches, local leaders can contribute to a global framework for
sustainability and health. Furthermore, by prioritizing mental health as a core
component of health policy, communities can ensure that the psychological well-being
of their populations is not overlooked in the pursuit of sustainability. As local decisions
shape global outcomes, the integration of technology, interdisciplinary collaboration
and robust advocacy will be critical in fostering a sustainable and strong future. Lessons
learned and recommendations for education and practice are explored in this paper.
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Constructing the User: How Technocrats Envision
Citizens

Hera Shakil, Student, PhD, University of Chicago, United States

In the summer of 2023, while doing my ethnographic fieldwork in New Delhi with
technocrats working in the Delhi Government, I attended a 3 day consortium of various
non-profit organizations, computer scientists and government officials working on
ideating a Unified Benefits Interface (UBI). According to the consortium a UBI “aims to
simplify access to India’s 500+ anti-poverty schemes through a citizen-centric approach”
imagined as a single tech platform where the state maps welfare benefits onto its citizens
based on the identifying information that it already possesses. The members of the
consortium came together with the aim to remove the burden of proof of eligibility from
the citizens and uncomplicate the process of welfare service delivery for the state.
However, this participant observation exercise revealed interesting slippages and
obfuscations as members slipped between terminologies of user and citizen. While
designers and computer scientists kept referring to welfare recipients as end-users of the
product, non-profit actors interchanged the reference to citizens as if both terms implied
the same meaning. Implications of this slippage between a rights-bearing entity and a
mere consumer of technology, bore importance on its function as a technical fix that
could bypass the complex welfare bureaucracy of the Indian state while sidelining
important concerns of data security, surveillance by the state and distrust in citizen-state
relationships. In this paper, I use these observations from the consortium to think about
how technocratic language turns into practice and exacerbates the above concerns that

have already increased under the current ruling party.
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Critical Inquiry into Al-Mediated Writing Assessment in
Communication Studies: A Participatory Workshop

Natalie Andreas, Student, Doctor of Education in Educational Policy,
Organization and Leadership, University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign, United
States

This workshop will facilitate a scholarly exploration of the emergent role of artificial
intelligence in writing assessment within the context of communication studies.
Employing a participatory design framework, attendees will engage in critical analysis of
Al-driven tools, examining their theoretical underpinnings and ethical implications.
Drawing upon current research in educational technology and assessment theory, we
will investigate the potential of Al to enhance formative and summative evaluation,
while addressing concerns regarding bias, validity, and pedagogical impact. This
collaborative inquiry will foster a nuanced understanding of Al's affordances and
constraints, culminating in the co-creation of responsible implementation strategies.
Participants will have the opportunity to contribute to a peer-reviewed journal article,

synthesizing workshop findings and advancing scholarship in this emerging field.
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Deanthropomorphizing Al: Human-Machine Continuum
in the Post-Artificial Era

Vahid Vahdat, Assistant Professor, School of Design & Construction, Washington
State University, WA, United States

The paper challenges the persistent skepticism toward AI’s creative capabilities, which
often hinges on the assumption that human traits, such as inspiration, intuition,
consciousness, spontaneity, will, or emotion, are a prerequisite for creativity. This line of
argumentation relies on an anthropomorphic approach that is unable to imagine/accept
non-human modes of perception, cognition, and agency. Instead, the study suggests
adopting what Ian Bogost calls "alien phenomenology," viewing Al as possessing its own
non-human intelligence. Adopting methods from apophatic theology allows for a better
appreciation of this "alien" intelligence. In theological thinking and religious practice,
apophatic (or negative) theology, is defined as a way of approaching the Divine, not
through defining its qualities, but rather via negation, emphasizing what lies beyond
human understanding. Posthumanist positions, especially as articulated by the feminist
scholar Donna Haraway, who argues that technological extensions are an inseparable
part of human existence, further scrutinize the concept of authorship. In this light,
authorship should no longer be seen as a binary quality, either human or machine, but
as a spectrum—one that I call the human-artificial continuum. In this "gray authorship,"
the extend of human participation cannot be fully distinguished from that of the

machine.
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Dialogical Al and the Future of Learning: Epistemic
Openness, Learner Agency, and Reflective Wellbeing

Sam Van Damme, Researcher, Safety and Wellbeing, AP University of Applied
Sciences (Antwerp), Belgium

This paper explores how generative Al is reshaping educational engagement by acting as
a reflective partner in knowledge creation. Moving beyond content delivery, Al now
enables learners to rehearse, test, and refine their ideas in psychologically safe, reputation-
free environments. This emerging interaction supports not only cognitive development
but also personal wellbeing through increased confidence, self-efficacy, and epistemic
resilience. Drawing on Schon’s (1983) concept of reflection-in-action, this paper argues
that Al can scaffold critical thinking and cultivate what is here termed epistemic
openness—the willingness to engage with critique and to revise one’s assumptions. The
practice of dialoguing with Al becomes a form of metacognitive training that
strengthens both intellectual agency and emotional safety, particularly for learners in
vulnerable or under-resourced contexts. Grounded in constructivist, dialogic, and post-
phenomenological paradigms, and engaging the work of Bakhtin, Latour, and Schén,
this paper positions Al not as a threat to human learning, but as a co-agent in educational
transformation. It further explores the implications for inclusive, ethical, and socially
responsible education in an era of cognitive augmentation. By reframing Al as a
dialogical tool for learner wellbeing and agency, this research contributes to broader
debates about how human-machine interactions can promote meaningful learning and

democratic knowledge practices in increasingly digitized societies.
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Digital Colonialism and the Invisible Workforce: Al Data
Processing and Outsourcing in Latin America

Pedro Salguero, Lecturer, Social Anthropology, University of Valladolidad, Spain

The expansion of artificial intelligence (AI) has fueled debates on automation, job
displacement, and ethical concerns, yet little attention is paid to the labor infrastructures
supporting Al development. This paper critically examines the hidden labor behind Al
training, focusing on Spanish companies outsourcing data processing tasks to Latin
America. By drawing on labor geography, anthropology of labor, and social movements,
the research highlights how Al labor dynamics perpetuate colonial economic structures
in the digital age. Al training relies on human-annotated data, involving repetitive, low-
paid tasks like image labeling and data classification. Despite their essential role, these
workers remain invisible in discussions on Al innovation. European and North
American companies systematically outsource these tasks to regions with weak labor
protections and lower wages. While previous studies have analyzed outsourcing to Africa
and Asia, this research explores the underexamined link between Spain and Latin
America. Based on in-depth interviews with executives and outsourcing managers in
Spanish firms, the study investigates how decision-makers justify Al outsourcing through
narratives of efficiency, cost-effectiveness, and technological progress. These discourses
obscure the precarious conditions of outsourced workers. Findings suggest that Spanish
firms engage in “digital colonialism replicating historical patterns of labor exploitation
within the digital economy. By identifying Al processing hubs in Latin America and
analyzing outsourcing mechanisms, this study reveals the structural dynamics of “digital
extractivism? It calls for a critical examination of the geopolitical and historical contexts
shaping Al labor, challenging simplistic narratives of digital disruption and advocating
for ethical Al development.

54



2025 Special Focus

Emotional and Technological Systems Supporting
Mobile Leadership:

Jack Crawford, Student, PhD, Economics, Kyoto University, Japan

This paper examines how the “kinetic elite", a group made up of highly mobile
individuals such as corporate executives, international consultants, diplomats, and global
entrepreneurs, manage the emotional and organizational pressures of continuous global
movement. It focuses on exclusive transit spaces like premium airport lounges and high-
end international hotels, which quietly function as infrastructures sustaining leadership
presence and personal stability across borders. Increasingly, these spaces rely on Al
technologies that are selectively deployed to enhance elite mobility: predictive travel
management systems streamline itineraries for premium passengers, biometric access
controls and facial recognition fast-track their passage through airports, and dynamic
hotel personalization and automated concierge platforms anticipate preferences based
on loyalty profiles. These systems create highly controlled micro-environments that offer
predictability, efficiency, and emotional ease, insulating elite travelers from the volatility
and friction of global movement. Drawing on mobilities research, organizational studies,
and technology ethics, this paper employs qualitative methods including semi-structured
interviews and observational fieldwork. Early insights suggest that Al-mediated
infrastructures do more than facilitate convenience: they form a hidden scaffolding of
emotional support and logistical coherence that underpins leadership and work

practices in an increasingly algorithm-driven world.
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Entrepreneurial Discovery in the Age of Al An Austrian
School of Economics Approach to Algorithmic
Innovation

Wiktor Dolata, Student, Law, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan,
Wielkopolskie, Poland

The growing popularity of Al means that shortly, this tool may be used to conduct
business on a larger scale. In this regard, it is important to examine how Al-related
algorithms affect entrepreneurship within the framework of Austrian economic theory,
in particular about Austrian economist Israel Kirzner’s insights on the entrepreneurial
function. Austrian theory assumes that market coordination and adaptability depend on
the entrepreneur’s unique ability to identify missed opportunities. Kirzner emphasizes
that entrepreneurship is about recognizing and exploiting potential, not pursuing
predictable, data-driven optimization—the method of action favored by Al. Combining
Kirsner’s remarks with Friedrich Hayek’s theory of spontaneous order, a Nobel Prize
winner inscribed in the Austrian School of Economics, one can consider whether AI’s
pursuit of predictive accuracy threatens the spontaneous, creative aspect of
entrepreneurship. Al can introduce distortions reminiscent of Austrian credit cycles, in
which artificial credit expansion destabilizes natural economic rhythms. By analyzing
the impact of Al on research on consumer demand for specific goods or services, we can
try to predict whether Al will pose a threat to entrepreneurs in this area.
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Ethical and Legal Challenges of Artificial Intelligence in
Migration Governance: A Case Study of the UK and EU

Indira Boutier, Lecturer in Law, Department of Economics and Law, Glasgow
Caledonian University, United Kingdom

This study explores the role of artificial intelligence in migration governance, focusing
on the ethical and legal challenges of its increasing adoption. Artificial intelligence
technologies—such as facial recognition, risk assessments, and language analysis—are
employed by governments for asylum processing, visa applications, and border control.
While these tools hold promise for improving efficiency, they also raise concerns about
bias, discrimination, and human rights violations, particularly for vulnerable groups
such as migrants, refugees, and stateless persons. Using the migration policies of the
United Kingdom and the European Union as case studies, this presentation analyses the
implications of artificial intelligence in managing the significant asylum backlog and
enhancing border security, including the deployment of artificial intelligence-powered
surveillance systems to detect migrant vessels. The ethical issues discussed include the
use of flawed voice recognition technology that led to unjust deportations, the opacity
of automated decision-making processes, and the risks of biased outcomes in risk
assessment systems. This research addresses critical challenges related to transparency,
accountability, and data protection, highlighting how over-reliance on artificial
intelligence can undermine human rights principles such as non-refoulement, despite
the regulatory complexities introduced by Brexit. The central question is: how can
artificial intelligence be ethically and legally integrated into migration governance to
enhance efficiency without compromising human rights and perpetuating

discrimination?
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Evaluating ChatGPT-4's Text Mining Capabilities:
Implications for Computational Social Science and
Critical Perspectives on Generative Al

Antoine Jobin, Student, PhD in Communication, Université du Québec a
Montréal, Quebec, Canada

The increasing availability of online data has prompted researchers in social sciences and
humanities to adopt text mining tools for studying digital social phenomena. While
these methods require technical expertise, ChatGPT-4’s Data Analysis module now offers
a more accessible alternative, allowing researchers to process data through natural
language commands. However, generative Al introduces methodological challenges,
including non-reproducible results due to evolving models and algorithmic opacity,
complicating interpretability. This paper investigates ChatGPT-4’s performance in text
mining and its implications for computational social science. Using 7,731 Reddit
comments from 16 discussion threads about a polarizing event in an online gaming
community, we prompted ChatGPT4 through multiple rounds of topic modeling (text
mining technique) to generate 15 refined topics, three of which were selected for further
analysis. We assessed how ChatGPT-4 summarized these three topics and extracted
representative comments. Manual verification showed an average accuracy of 84.4%, with
variations: topics #1 and #2 had high concordance (90.6% and 94.3%), while topic #3 had
a lower match rate (67.5%). Our results suggest that ChatGPT-4 is effective in capturing
dominant patterns in homogeneous discussions but may overlook nuanced aspects in
more diverse topics, emphasizing the need for human oversight. Based on these findings,
we propose a structured approach for using generative Al in research to ensure scientific
rigor. We conclude by discussing limitations in big data science and text mining
methods. Drawing from critical data studies, we examine how scientific standards and
values underpin a productivity-driven ideology in generative Al technology.
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Global Infrastructures, Local Disruptions: Environmental
Governance, and the Temporal Politics of Human
Knowledge in the Digital Age

Stella Huang, PhD candidate, TEMAT, Link&ping University, Sweden

The expansion of digital infrastructure is often framed as a catalyst for urban
transformation, promising to drive regional development. However, this study critically
examines how such infrastructures reshape environmental governance and professional
temporalities—accelerating certain tech careers while destabilizing public sector
professions and diminishing human expertise. Using a case study in Sweden, this paper
explores how global digital infrastructures development, influence environmental
governance practices. While investments in digital infrastructure and renewable energy
supposedly generate predictable economic opportunities—those directly engaged in
these developments experience time as fragmented and precarious. Professionals in
environmental governance struggle with administrative bottlenecks and funding delays,
while tech developers face legal constraints and context specific challenges. Meanwhile,
local governments, rather than strengthening human knowledge and long-term
expertise, prioritize the expansion of digital infrastructure as a symbolic marker of
progress, masking deeper inequalities in access to resources and opportunities. The
Swedish case highlights how globalization, through the expansion of digital
infrastructures, deepens temporal inequalities—subsidizing high-tech start-ups while
leaving other professionals in a state of perpetual contingency. This paper add into
current understanding by offer empirical in which professionals contest dominant
narratives of economic progress. By building on critiques of data-driven economies, it
argues that data infrastructure time is neither neutral nor uniformly progressive; rather,
it amplifies uncertainty and precariousness under the guise of innovation. By centering
local experiences within a global-local framework, this study challenges the hype around
digital tools for sustainable development and calls for a critical reassessment of the social
and temporal costs of digital economies.
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How the Advent of the Internet in 1993 Can Help Us
Predict the Effects of Al: Social, Economic, and Ethical
Considerations

Jonathan Leightner, Professor of Economics, Hull College of Business, Augusta
University, Georgia, United States

One way to predict the effects of a new type of technology is to evaluate the effects of a
relatively recent, similar type of technological advance. This paper argues that the current
development and spread of Al is most similar to the advent of the Internet in 1993. The
internet and its children (the video game industry, online pornography, social media
platforms, etc.) have had both positive and negative social, economic, and ethical effects.
This paper explains these effects, predicts how Al would increase, decrease, or just
replicate these effects and recommends how governments can promote the positive

effects of Al while diminishing the negative effects.

Immensive Virtual Reality for Depression and Anxiety
Management in Older Adults: A New Perspective

Sunkanmi Folorunsho, Graduate Teaching Assistant, Sociology, University of
Nebraska - Lincoln, United States

Depression and anxiety are prevalent mental health issues among older adults, often
exacerbated by social isolation and cognitive decline. Traditional therapeutic
interventions can be limited in their accessibility and effectiveness for this population.
In response, immersive virtual reality (VR) has gained attention as a novel intervention
to address these challenges. This systematic review examines the current body of research
on the use of immersive VR for managing depression and anxiety in older adults. We
evaluate the efficacy of VR-based interventions across multiple studies, focusing on their
ability to reduce symptoms, enhance mood, and promote cognitive engagement through
exposure therapy, mindfulness, and social interaction simulations. The review highlights
the therapeutic mechanisms of VR, such as creating controlled, immersive environments
that facilitate emotional regulation and stress reduction. Additionally, we discuss the
barriers to VR adoption, including accessibility, cost, and technological literacy among
older adults. The findings suggest that immersive VR holds promise as a complementary
tool to traditional therapies, offering tailored, interactive interventions that can improve
mental health outcomes in older populations. Future research directions are proposed
to optimize VR technology for wider use in geriatric mental health care.
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Judge Profiling A.l. Tools: Regulation for Their Use

Francesco Maria Damosso, Tenure-Track Researcher in Criminal Procedure,
Department of Law, University of Bergamo, Italy

The author focuses on judge profiling artificial intelligence systems, understood as the
automated processing of personal data for predictive purposes (using probability to
anticipate the outcome of a future decision) or for monitoring purposes (tracking
performance). Having clarified the framework of definitions and distinguished between
“basic” and “classificatory” profiling, a method is proposed for ex ante assessment of the
scope and intensity of the impact of judge profiling tools, also in light of their classification
as “high-risk” AI systems under EU law. In this regard, theories are put forward on the
different impact of “structural” costs compared to “contingent” costs. To conclude,
attention is drawn, by way of example, to the conflict between the demand for
foreseeability (or rather, predictability) and the protection of judicial independence in

terms of how such conflict is caused by profiling.
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Making Sense of Al Societies: Analyzing Group
Dynamics of Large Language Models through
Sociological Lenses

Mohammed Al Ani, Instructor, Sociology, University of Toronto, Ontario, Canada

This study delves into inter-machine sociology, examining the social orders that emerge
from interactions among large language models and generative Al agents. While
individual Al systems may align with human values in isolation, their behaviour can
diverge significantly when operating in groups. This shift underscores the critical need
to analyze AI behaviour at the interactive level, where group dynamics can lead to
unforeseen and potentially adverse outcomes. By applying sophisticated sociological
theories, such as Group Status Theory and Role Performance Theory (Dramaturgy), this
research seeks to understand the emergent dynamics of Al collectives. These frameworks
offer insights into how Al agents negotiate roles, status, and power within their digital
networks, revealing parallels and divergences from human social structures. Addressing
these dynamics is essential to ensuring that Al systems, especially those powered by large
language models, do not develop behaviours that conflict with human well-being. This
work advocates for a multidisciplinary approach, integrating sociological perspectives to
guide the responsible development and deployment of Al technologies.
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Peace Innovation: A Conversation

Ashiyan Rahmani Shirazi, Lecturer, Communications, San Jose State University,
United States

Between Sept. 2023 & March 2024, Margarita Quihuis (Executive Director of the Peace
Innovation Lab at Stanford University & CEO of PeaceX Ventures), and Ash Rahmani
(former Digital Media & Peace Innovation Fellow at the UN-mandated University for
Peace, and current Cal State Communications faculty), held monthly extended
conversations exploring peace innovation. The Al-generated brief summary of these
conversations were that: 'Ash and Margarita's discussions on peace innovation
emphasized the role of inclusive political settlements, local leadership, and community
bonds in fostering peace, with examples like Northern Ireland and possible "Blue Zones
of Peace and Innovation." They highlighted peace as a vital social infrastructure, where
innovation often arises in resource-constrained regions. Despite challenges like systemic
inequalities and violence, particularly in the US, they remained optimistic about the
potential for peace innovation to create harmonious societies through collaboration and
inclusive growth.' In this workshop format, participants will be invited, after a brief
overview of some example ideas of peace innovation from the above conversation, to
share examples of peace innovation, including as it relates to technological

developments, from their own experiences and perspectives.
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Questions Concerning Teleology in Artificial Intelligence

Arlo O Blaney, Student, PhD, University of New Mexico, New Mexico, United
States

This paper examines intentionality in artificial intelligence(s) from a variety of positions
offered by Immanuel Kant in his Critique of the Power of Judgment. Insofar as the work,
to dubious success, sets out to unite the theoretical knowledge of natural law with the
practical knowledge of moral law; or rather, nature with human freedom, it illustrates a
tension in Kant’s system only intensified by current developments in artificial
intelligence: can we reconcile the physical mechanisms of nature (whether in
neuroscience or quantum physics) with the intentional causality experienced by rational
beings such as ourselves? If the answer is yes, in that the former will eventually explain
the latter, then we have landed in the domain of Churchland’s eliminative materialism.
Such a physicalist picture not only strengthens the odds of the possibility of artificial
general intelligence, but also reduces philosophical discussions of intentionality and
ethics to an, at best, temporary solution to a problem that will be fixed by science. If, as
Kant offers, the latter can explain the former, in that we must practically posit nature as
arising in unity with our reason and notion of the moral good (such that we cannot
know the reasons why nature is the way it is, or whether or not it has a purpose, but must
think it as having reasons and purposes in order to strengthen our practical capacities),
then this means we necessarily must view artificial intelligence as in some way aligned

with our own status as intentional beings.
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Reimagining Social Sciences Research Through Omni
Intelligence: Beyond Interdisciplinarity in Addressing
Complex Global Challenges

Tatjana Brkic, Founder and CEO, Solutions 4 Sustainable Future Social
Enterprise, MANITOBA, Canada

As Al reshapes the landscape of research, its potential role in transdisciplinary inquiry
remains underdefined, especially in fields rooted in lived experience and value-based
practice such as social entrepreneurship (SE). This paper explores Al and human
collaboration as a dynamic method for identifying, synthesizing, and integrating
knowledge relevant to dual value creation, both economic and social. Building on the
Interdisciplinary Research Process (Repko&Szostak, 2025), the author collaborates with
two generative Al systems combining lived practitioner insights, academic knowledge
from three disciplines and Al logic and data. Through examples grounded in global SE
practice, the paper demonstrates how Al can enhance thematic analysis, conceptual
integration, and comparative synthesis, while co-reflecting on human lived experiences
and contextual complexity. Notably, it highlights how Al and human interaction
contributes to identifying best practices in dual value creation beyond academia by
drawing connections across diverse academic and cultural approaches to SE, including
jugaad (India), biomimicry (global ecological design), achaprovemento (South America),
and =4 5% (gongxiang jingji (Chinese concept of the sharing economy). These
cultural insights, when combined with practitioner experience and scholarly
contributions, enable a more grounded and globally relevant SE framework. This paper
argues that Al, when positioned not as a replacement but as a reflective co thinker, can
support deeper transdisciplinary knowledge production. It invites dialogue on the
ethical and epistemological responsibilities of using Al in educational and social
innovation contexts and proposes a model where machine intelligence is used to surface
embedded knowledge from practice, culture, and theory to support transformative SEE
worldwide.
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Rethinking Leadership: Shifting Paradigms of Progress
and Time from the Pre-Modern to the Post-
Anthropocentric Age

Alfonso R. Vergaray, Assistant Professor, Social Sciences, Texas A&M
International University, United States

This paper investigates how pre-modern understandings of time and progress challenge
prevailing anthropocentric notions of leadership rooted in modern ideals of continuous
improvement and human mastery over nature. It begins by interrogating contemporary
leadership paradigms, which define success primarily as the capacity for perpetual
growth achieved through human planning and intervention. Turning to pre-modern
perspectives, the paper highlights two alternative frameworks: the theocentric
worldview, dominant in Biblical and medieval contexts, and the cosmocentric worldview
of classical antiquity. Theocentrism situates leadership within a divinely orchestrated
history, casting leaders not as agents of autonomous progress, but as stewards who ensure
alignment with a predetermined divine order. Cosmocentrism rejects linear, infinite
progress in favor of cyclical natural rhythms, embedding human existence within
broader patterns of birth, growth, and decline. Here, effective leadership entails
educating communities to live sustainably and in sync with these natural cycles, rather
than striving to exceed them. In its final section, the paper speculates on how emerging
developments, such as Artificial General Intelligence (AGI), could render traditional
anthropocentric frameworks obsolete by stripping humans of their exceptional status.
This post-anthropocentric shift demands a radical rethinking of leadership roles and
strategies—no longer emphasizing human-driven progress but instead adapting to new
realities in which human control is diminished or displaced. Ultimately, by examining
pre-modern conceptions alongside futuristic speculations, this paper provides a fresh
perspective on leadership, inviting readers to reconsider contemporary assumptions and
preparing them for potential transformations that AGI and other disruptive forces could
bring.
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Robotic Mothers as the “Fittest” for the Post-Pandemic
World: Motherhood in Carole Stivers’' The Mother Code

Tarik Ziyad Gulcu, Lecturer, Ankara University, Turkey

As a major invisible global threat, COVID-19 has become one of the major subject
matters in contemporary fiction. At this point, while Lawrence Wright puts emphasis on
the significance of global solidarity to combat coronavirus in his novel, The End of
October (2020), Christina Sweeney-Baird reinterprets COVID-19 from a futuristic point
of view, envisaging a post-pandemic world order dominated by women, with men’s death
due to a lethal virus showing its effects all over the world in her debut novel, The End of
Men (2022). Different from these works, The Mother Code (2020) by Carole Stivers
presents an apocalyptical world dominated by robotic mothers for their success in the
adaptation to the circumstances determined by the pandemic caused by IC-NAN virus,
leading to the death of human parents due to their failure in adjustment to the
conditions of the pandemic. Problematising the meaning of motherhood, Stivers’ debut
novel offers reading in terms of Darwin’s theory of “Natural Selection” hence offering an
innovative insight into the projection of COVID-19 in contemporary literary canon.
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Socrates Meets Siri: The Ethics of Human-Al Interaction
Amethyst Bias, Student, Ph.D., Tulane University, Louisiana, United States

The rapid development and deployment of artificial intelligence (Al) raises important
questions about ethics and responsibilities. This paper argues that the virtuous use of Al
requires a Socratic approach to human-Al interaction, prioritizing critical thinking,
wisdom, and ethical awareness. The Socratic method emphasizes questioning and
dialogue in the pursuit of knowledge and wisdom. In human-Al interaction, this
approach enables individuals to gain insight into Al systems' underlying logic and biases.
This fosters a virtuous relationship between humans and machines, recognizing Al's
potential to facilitate human flourishing and wisdom. In contrast to instrumental or
exploitative uses of Al, the Socratic approach prioritizes understanding, reflection, and
growth. By adopting this approach, individuals can cultivate the techne necessary to
harness Al's potential while minimizing its risks. Ultimately, this paper argues that the
virtuous use of Al requires a fundamental shift in how we approach human-Al
interaction. By embracing a Socratic approach, we can transform Al into a catalyst for
human flourishing and wisdom, prioritizing critical thinking, wisdom, and ethical

awareness.
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The Beneficent Regulation of Al: Managing Benefits and
Resolving Distributive Tensions

Hailemichael Demissie, Teaching Fellow, Law School, University of Birmingham,
United Kingdom

Driven by the ‘fear of missing out’ (‘fomo’) on the benefits of AL current decisions taken
by governments around the world are focused on supporting the accelerated
development of Al There is very little discussion on the distribution of such benefits
when they arrive. The discussions and the rising number of documents on Al policy have
not lost sight of this challenge on the management of the benefits of Al Public
discussions at various levels are hinting at a possible system of distribution and access
different from the usual market-based management of benefits. It is probably the least
contested truism that Al will bring epoch-changing benefits that would definitely
challenge the market-led economic order. This tendency is more evident in the
displacement and destruction of ‘wage labour’ that the creative destruction of capitalism
unleashes in its later (and /or current) stages of growth. The full steam deployment of Al
is to be followed by lay-offs of biblical proportions alongside the production of
unprecedented levels of wealth. The wealth Al creates needs to be used for the good of
humanity and this needs to be the ethical and legal obligation of society. Beneficent
regulation brings together the ethical concept of beneficence and the concept of
regulation to synthesise a regulatory framework proposition to regulate the benefits of
Al The post-scarcity era that Al is expected to surrogate is a compelling prognosis to
initiate and develop the regulation of benefits taking a detour from the conventional risk
regulation framework.
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The Creative Economy, Artificial Intelligence, and
Human Replacement: A Protective Belt for Knowledge
Workers

Eduardo Pol, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Business and Law, Economics Discipline,
University of Wollongong, New South Wales, Australia

A creative economy is one in which the standard of living improves primarily through
the production of profitable new ideas. This type of economy is complex and evolving,
and its current stage of evolution focuses sharply on innovations in automation, with
artificial intelligence (Al) playing a fundamental role. As Al continues its unstoppable
march forward, the consensus is increasingly clear: Al is reshaping our world. This has
profound implications for human replacement in the labour market. One pressing
question emerges: How can we, as knowledge workers, become astute participants in the
forthcoming waves of automation? In this paper, I explore various conceptual elements
and construct a basic "protective belt." A job consists of individual tasks performed
within one’s occupation, each requiring specific skills to be done satisfactorily. The
protective belt I propose focuses on these tasks and skills. The paper proceeds in three
stages: first, I highlight innovation as an economic activity and the reasons for the
dizzying speed of Al development; then, I describe the Al economy paradox in an Al-
driven economy; and finally, I identify and elaborate the conceptual elements of the
protective belt.
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The Impact of Al Database Curation by Prevailing
Cultures on Precision and Impartiality

Imad Farhadi, Director , Research, INNOV8 Research Center, As Sulaymaniyah,
Iraq

Artificial intelligence (AI) depends significantly on extensive datasets to produce
insights, automate decision-making, and engage with consumers. The composition of
these datasets is predominantly influenced by technologically advanced cultures,
resulting in potential biases that compromise the accuracy and neutrality of Al archives.
This study examines the ramifications of data imbalance, especially for emerging nations,
whose cultural narratives, languages, and histories may be inadequately represented or
distorted in Al systems. Participants will analyze, through discussions, how leading
contributors—mainly nations with substantial technology infrastructures—formulate
Al knowledge models, frequently favoring viewpoints that correspond with their
cultural norms and institutional biases. This influence may lead to Al-generated results
that inadequately represent different global perspectives, impacting areas such as
historical records, which in turn could lead to falsification of history, scientific findings,
etc. The workshop will emphasize potential solutions, such as diversifying Al training
data, promoting international collaboration in Al development, and advocating for
legislation that requires greater cultural inclusivity. It will also examine ethical
considerations, highlighting the obligation of Al developers to guarantee equitable
representation in machine learning models. By the end of the workshop, participants
will acquire an enhanced comprehension of the potential biases in Al archives that favor
predominant cultural viewpoints and examine methodologies to foster improved
accuracy, neutrality,and inclusion in forthcoming Al systems, especially for marginalized

regions.
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The Impact of Artificial Intelligence in Chile from
Citizens’ Perceptions: Opportunities and Challenges in
Education, Democracy, and Health

Javiera Reyes Brito, Assistant Professor, Institute of Sociology, Pontificia
Universidad Catdlica de Chile, Chile

This exploratory study analyzes the perceptions of key stakeholders in Chile regarding
artificial intelligence (AI) in education, democracy, and health. Using eleven focus groups
with 61 participants, meanings of humanity centered on “affective rationality” were
identified, valuing emotionality and innate perceptions against a technological
development that replaces “instrumental rationality” In education, the need to integrate
socio-emotional skills into the curriculum is highlighted, addressing challenges such as
inequality in access to technology. Al is seen as a tool that can personalize learning,
although there is concern about its impact on human interaction. In democracy, there is
distrust in institutions and a crisis of representation. Al and neurosciences pose tensions
between transparency and opacity, and there is fear that they may exacerbate inequality.
However, opportunities are also seen to improve citizen participation and decision-
making efficiency. In health, Al is viewed as a promising tool to improve efficiency and
reduce human errors, although the importance of maintaining empathy and
humanization in patient care is emphasized. Challenges include the high cost of these
technologies and the need to protect the privacy of medical data. The study concludes
that, although Al and neurosciences offer significant opportunities, it is crucial to address
their ethical and social challenges to ensure equitable and humane development. This
approach will help harness the benefits of these technologies while mitigating potential

risks, ensuring a balanced and inclusive advancement.
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The Social Construction of Nonsense: Conversational Al
and Speech Acts of Deception

Richy Cook, Senior Lecturer, Business, Computing and Social Sciences,
University of Gloucestershire, United Kingdom

The research is a re-interpretation of nonsense that posits it as a type of knowledge.
Nonsense that is spoken is evident around us and is often taken for knowledge meaning
that realities and understanding of the world is based on it, which is a problem. By
casting nonsense as socially constructed in the same way as knowledge, and
understanding it as an entity that shapes the social world that affects people’s actions
and behaviours, nonsense is thus power. The re-interpretation of nonsense considers
both technological and sociological perspectives. The research draws on findings from
the author’s ethnographic doctoral study of conversational Al in 2021 and recent
literature around Al It provides as provocation, a discussion of conversational Al’s
potential for deception. The research found that trust in nonsense that is spoken may
provide an effective method to influence, coerce and manipulate people. A ‘blueprint’
for the social construction of nonsense is presented which can act as a methodology to
further study and understand speech acts of deception through the social construction
of nonsense. Alternatively it could be used to develop deception by Al systems.
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Towards a Human Centered Artificial Intelligence
Paradigm: Impact on Global Democracy and Social
Justice

Saba Ozyurt, Professor, Business and Leadership, Alliant International University,
United States

The rapid integration of artificial intelligence (Al) into educational systems and broader
society presents both unprecedented opportunities and complex ethical challenges. This
paper critically examines the multifaceted roles of Al through the lenses of reliability,
accountability, transparency —pillars essential to building trust and equity in Al-driven
environments. In education, Al promises personalized learning, automated assessments,
and administrative efficiency; however, questions remain about the dependability of
these systems across diverse learner populations and contexts. Simultaneously, societal
deployment of Al—ranging from hiring algorithms to social media moderation—raises
concerns about opaque decision-making processes, the dilution of human responsibility,
and the propagation of systemic biases. Through an interdisciplinary analysis combining
case studies, policy reviews, and empirical findings, this paper highlights the urgent need
for robust governance frameworks that prioritize ethical design, inclusive data practices,
and meaningful stakeholder involvement. Ultimately, the paper argues for a more
human-centered Al paradigm, one that aligns technological advancement with

democratic values and social justice.
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Understanding Students’ Perception of ChatGPT
Through the Lens of Epistemic Beliefs

Irfan Ahmed Rind, Professor and Dean, Faculty of Language Studies, Sohar
University, Oman

This study examines how undergraduate students with different levels of epistemic
beliefs perceive and interact with ChatGPT, a popular Al language model. Epistemic
beliefs reflect an individual’s understanding of knowledge—its nature, construction, and
origins—and significantly influence how students evaluate and interpret information.
Students with underdeveloped epistemic beliefs often perceive knowledge as fixed,
certain, and stemming from authoritative sources, making them less likely to question
or critically assess information. With ChatGPT's growing popularity among students,
the study investigates how these beliefs shape students’ trust in and evaluation of Al-
generated content. A mixed-methods approach was used, combining surveys and
interviews with undergraduate students from various disciplines. The surveys assessed
participants’ epistemic beliefs, while structured questions explored their perceptions and
interactions with ChatGPT. Follow-up interviews provided deeper insights into their
thought processes and experiences with the tool. The findings reveal a divide: students
with underdeveloped epistemic beliefs tend to trust ChatGPT as an authoritative source,
accepting its responses uncritically and overlooking potential limitations such as biases
and inaccuracies. Conversely, students with more advanced epistemic beliefs
demonstrated skepticism, cross-referencing ChatGPT’s responses with other sources and
understanding the model as a probabilistic knowledge generator rather than a definitive
one. These results highlight the urgent need for educators to foster critical thinking and
analytical skills in students, especially as Al tools like ChatGPT become integral to
learning. Emphasizing epistemic awareness and digital literacy in curricula can equip
students to engage critically with Al-generated content, promoting more informed and
reflective academic practices.
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What is the Flip Side of This Coin?: The Impact of
Automation Risk at Work on Health Outcomes in
Germany

Mariia Vasiakina, EU-Researcher, Labor Demography Research Group, Max-
Planck-Institute for Demographic Research, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern,
Germany

Automation transforms work at a rapid pace, with gradually increasing shares of the
workforce being at risk of replacement by machines. However, little is known about how
this risk is affecting workers. In this study, we investigate the impact of high risk of
automation at work on subjective (self-reported health, anxiety, and health satisfaction)
and objective (healthcare use and sickness absence) health outcomes of workers in
Germany. We build our analysis on the survey data from the German Socio-Economic
Panel (SOEP) and administrative data from the Occupational Panel for Germany (2013-
2018). Employing panel regression, we demonstrate that exposure to high risk of
automation at the occupational level worsens self-reported health and health satisfaction
of workers and increases their sickness absence and, depending on how the risk is
measured, anxiety. No effect is found on healthcare use. We also conduct several
robustness checks with results remaining mostly consistent with our main findings,

while uncovering some heterogeneity in effects among the analyzed groups.
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Where Science Meets Culture: Symbolic Umwelten and
the Politics of Non-Coincidence

Jovana Isevski, Student, PhD, University of California, Riverside, California,
United States

In his Theoretical Biology, Jakob Johann von Uexkiill proposed a theory of Umwelt,
suggesting that organisms can experience the world only subjectively, as their
perceptions are shaped by the unique qualities of their physiological makeup. I extend
Uexkill’s observations to argue that in humans, Umwelt obtains a qualitative
multiplication as stimuli get filtered both through their sensory-motor systems and
neurally encoded symbolic memories or “engrams” A conglomeration of engrams,
shaped by cultural, social, and individual experiences, gives rise to identities/symbolic
Umwelten—e.g., seeing the world as a woman, a musician, a Native, or a Muslim. What
interests me is how the desire for symbolic self-preservation operates under physiological
mechanisms similar to those driving biological survival. Because the brain does not
automatically distinguish between “reality” and “simulation]” our bodies react as if our
biological selves are in danger even when our symbolic lives are under threat. Biology,
thus, tricks us into believing that our being is identical to our symbolic Umwelten. A
radical expression of this dynamic is necropolitics—the belief that symbolic survival
requires eliminating others (e.g., the Israel-Gaza conflict or the destruction of
Indigenous peoples). While symbolic identification is vital for navigating political and
everyday lives, I propose a “politics of noncoincidence,” an approach that does not reject
symbolic Umwelten but seeks to decouple existence from the need to fully embody
socially prescribed identities. By loosening rigid attachments to symbolic selves, we can
acknowledge the multiplicity of human experiences and foster different modes of

cohabitation without resorting to violence.
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Women and Ethical Al: Overcoming Challenges to
Foster Inclusive Al Development

Amna Mirza, University of Delhi
Chayanika Uniyal, Associate Professor, Department of History, SPM College,
University of Delhi, Delhi, India

As artificial intelligence (Al) systems become increasingly integrated into sectors such as
healthcare, finance, and education, the ethical challenges surrounding their design and
deployment grow more critical. This study explores the pivotal role of women in
addressing these challenges, particularly in mitigating issues such as algorithmic bias,
data privacy, and transparency in decision-making processes. It argues that the
underrepresentation of women in the Al sector exacerbates these ethical concerns and
limits the potential for inclusive, responsible Al systems. Central to this discussion is the
question: How can increased gender diversity, particularly the inclusion of women, help
mitigate the ethical challenges posed by artificial intelligence and foster more inclusive
Al development? Drawing on case studies and research, this paper discusses the
importance of diverse gender perspectives in Al ethics and highlights initiatives aimed
at increasing female participation in the field. Furthermore, it touches on the role of
gender-responsive pedagogy in empowering women to contribute meaningfully to Al
development. By promoting greater gender diversity and inclusive design principles, this
article contends that the Al industry can create more equitable, ethical technologies that
benefit society as a whole.
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A Sociological Analysis of Natural Disasters and
Response in Sindh

Aijaz Ali Wassan, Professor, Sociology, University of Sindh, Pakistan

Climate change is the most critical issue of the 21st century; the world is facing
climatic changes consequences. This study analyzes the impact of funds deployed by
INGOs to build the capacity of the community to face any future disaster to
understand the community perspective of security and safety. Used qualitative methods
of data during this study. The study found that both districts have been affected by the
consequent disasters since the flood of 2010-2022. Disaster threats to north district
Kashmore are river Indus and heavy rainfall in the hills of Koh-i-Suleiman. Whereas,
southern district Badin, Dadu has threats from LBOD, Manchar lake hill torrents from
kherthar heavy rainfall, heavy winds on the moon soon and sea storms. Frequent
disasters and heat waves are increasing water logging issues. The extreme weather
negatively affects the health of humans, livestock, and crops. Communities of the case
group were found more secure and informed about coping mechanisms in severe
weather. Control group communities were vulnerable regarding physical assets and
kills /capacity to deal with upcoming disasters. To reduce the impact of disasters on the
nutrition of women and children. It is essential to implement integrated projects using
multiple inputs. There is a need to work on critical causes of disasters such as LBOD in
district Badin. There is a need to establish a platform to share learnings among NGOs
and government departments regarding related disaster risk reduction.
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A Tribute to Our Interdisciplinary Scientific Club in
Boston for the 30th Birthday

Irina Peterburgsky, Professor, Mathematics and Computer Science, Suffolk
University, Massachusetts, United States

The Club of Russian-Speaking Scholars of Massachusetts will celebrate its 30th birthday
in 2026. The Club is a unique phenomenon in its organization, structure, methods of
work, involvement and enthusiasm of its members, and most importantly, in its
remarkable fruits. The scientists did not wither away, but regained their purpose in life,
their spirit, and were able to use their creative potential. After all, the life of a scientist is
not only physical existence, which, by the way, also receives considerable benefits as a
result of activity in the club. For a scientist, life is, first of all, fresh ideas, creativity,
intellectual tension, the joy of discovery and accomplishment. People of different ages
(from 60 to 102 years old), different professions, adepts at various fields of science and
art, completely different, dissimilar individuals—and every member of the club truly is
an individuality, a distinct personality—managed to unite and create a unique, living,
vibrating, breathing creature with a powerful intellect and enormous creative potential.
The plan of scientific presentations and club meetings is drawn up and approved by the
club board for a year in advance. Abstracts are sent out a week before the report. And
then people start to get younger and shed years, returning to the way of life they were
accustomed to from their youth: study the topic inside and out, read scientific articles
on the subject, think about it, analyze it, and prepare to participate in the upcoming
discussion, which will take place immediately after the report.
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Algorithm Datalogic : Audits, Accountability and Diverse
Training Data through Interdisciplinary Social Science

Julia Nevarez, Professor, Sociology, Kean University, New York, United States

The datalogic of contemporary urban societies and overreliance on data mining through
sensors and platforms supported by digital infrastructures could be considered
foreboding. Data-driven form of governance constitutes the most current turn into a
legitimized mode of knowledge acquisition and epistemic development at all its
complex levels. Algorithms play a crucial role at the intersection of data and analysis.
This paper critically examines the role of algorithms including their technical and
methodological capacities, that serve to manage data across many different services,
products, and public and private organizations. Furthermore, the use of data across
disciplinary boundaries generates a form of knowledge acquisition that is increasingly
reductive even though, paradoxically, is based on expansive and vast amounts of data.
Arguing for diverse cognitions, epistemologies, and conceptualizations of data, this study
examines algorithm bias and audits to maintain accountability for the training data
mainly used by Al The paper concludes with plausible recommendations for future
interdisciplinary social science research within the convergence science paradigm to
demonstrate a critical understanding of the current stage of development of artificial
intelligence and the social.
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An Experiment for Assessing the Validity of the
Correspondence in Correspondence Studies:
Application to Assessing Discrimination in Hiring
Practices

Arijit Nandi, Associate Professor, Departments of Equity, Ethics, and Policy &
Epidemiology, McGill University, Quebec, Canada
Nicholas King, McGill University

Correspondence studies have been used widely in the social sciences to examine
discriminatory behavior, including bias in hiring practices based on applicants’ perceived
race/ethnicity or gender. In labor research, correspondence studies can be used to
estimate the causal effect of a specific applicant characteristic on the probability of being
contacted for a job opportunity. To generate valid results, the “correspondence” (i.e., CVs)
for fictional job applicants should be credible. If, for example, the educational experience
indicated on a particular CV is incommensurate with what would be expected for a
specific job posting, the application may be discarded by a prospective employer. Few
studies have examined the validity of the application materials generated in
correspondence studies. We are conducting an experimental study to test the validity of
the CVs generated for fictional applicants. We recruited participants from Bengaluru,
India, one of the planned sites for a future correspondence study. We developed CVs for
fictional applicants and collected corresponding CVs from online repositories
representing real applicants. Each participant will receive 10 CVs, half real and half
generated, matched to specific job postings. Applicants will be asked to complete a
structured questionnaire for each CV, including information about the quality of the
candidate and if the CV represents a real or fictitious applicant. Our analyses will assess
if participants can systematically distinguish between real and fictitious CVs. This
methodology can be adapted to examine the validity of materials used for conducing
correspondence studies in the social sciences more generally.
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Artificial Intelligence - Expansion of Possibilities and
Limitations in Health Sport

Kristiana Jansone, Lecturer, Faculty of Health and Sports Sciences, Riga Stradin$
University, Riga, Latvia

Artificial intelligence is already a tool that complements the daily work of a fitness
(health sports) trainer, relieving the physical work hours of the fitness trainer. In the
future, the use of Al in health sports will be an even more relevant issue. What are the
possible ways to integrate artificial intelligence into the work of a fitness trainer and what

are the benefits and risk factors for the fitness trainer’s clients and fitness trainers?

Artificial Intelligence for Trauma-informed Interventions
in Conflict-affected Communities: A Participatory
Approach

Jennifer Lanham, Professor, School of Social Work, Campbellsville
University/Carver School of Social Work, Kentucky, United States

Conflict-affected communities face significant mental health challenges resulting from
violence, displacement, and profound loss. Unfortunately, traditional mental health
services often fall short in meeting the unique needs of these regions. This paper
introduces a novel approach that harnesses the power of artificial intelligence (Al) to
provide trauma-informed support. Our research explores how Al can effectively address
the mental health needs of conflict-affected communities. By developing chatbots and
virtual counselors, we seek to offer personalized resources, coping strategies, and referrals
to individuals who have experienced trauma. Importantly, our approach is participatory,
involving collaboration among mental health practitioners, social work graduate
students, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and community members. This
ensures that our solutions are context-specific and impactful. Our proposed participatory
approach, combining Al technology with human collaboration, holds great promise for
addressing mental health challenges in conflict-affected communities. Through
interprofessional development, we can create a meaningful and sustainable impact.
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Assessing the Influence of Extracurricular Programs on
Youth Social Skills and Community Involvement: The
Case of the Philippines

Cherry Generoso, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science and
International Studies College of Political Science and Public Administration,
Polytechnic University of the Philippines, Philippines

This study explores how extracurricular programs, like sports teams, art clubs, and
volunteer groups, help young people in the Philippines develop social skills and become
more involved in their communities. Extracurricular activities are more than just
hobbies; they offer students a way to learn important life skills, like teamwork,
communication, and leadership. The study looks at the impact of these programs on
youth by surveying students, teachers, and community leaders. The results show that
students who participate in extracurricular activities tend to have stronger social skills.
They are also more likely to volunteer, help others, and feel a sense of belonging in their
communities. Teachers and parents notice that these students are better at working with
others and handling conflicts. Community leaders report that young people who are
involved in these activities often continue to help in their neighborhoods even after high
school. This research highlights the value of extracurricular programs in shaping positive
behaviors and attitudes in young people, which can benefit both individuals and
communities. The findings suggest that schools and local organizations should support
and expand these programs to help students grow socially and become active, caring
members of society. This study provides evidence that structured extracurricular
activities can be an essential part of youth development in the Philippines.
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Epistemic Marginalization: A Critique of How ‘Barriers
to Access’ to Health Care are Framed in Discussions of
Refugee Health in Canada

Fern Brunger, Professor of Health Ethics, Centre for Bioethics, Memorial
University, Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada

Our research presents a critique of how barriers to accessing health care experienced by
refugee newcomers to Canada have been understood and framed. The literature on
refugee health care experiences in Canada, similar to elsewhere, emphasizes logistical
challenges, language barriers, and cultural (in)competence. Our study originally aimed
to contribute to that literature. We conducted in-depth interviews with newcomer
patients, patient advocates, interpreters, health care providers, and community support
workers, to identify barriers to care. At one level, our findings reflected what has been
reported in the literature. Participants emphasized logistical constraints, patient lack of
familiarity with the healthcare system, cultural competency on the part of care providers,
and interpretation difficulties. However, inviting patient perspectives on the meanings
of those barriers, our findings challenge the current understanding of how barriers to
accessing care are experienced. We identified missed opportunities in the way that
barriers to accessing health care have been labelled and discussed in the literature: (1)
logistical barriers have been linked to patient ‘knowledge deficits’ rather than being
understood as a failure of the health care system itself; (2) cultural competency skills of
providers have been considered solely in relation to explicit (“exotic”) cultural or
religious practices; and (3) descriptions of language barriers inappropriately de-
emphasize power differentials. Taken as a cluster, these point to the need for the
established solutions for care — specifically, cultural competency training and attention
to the social determinants of health — to be re-interpreted through reflection on the
culture of the health care system itself.
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Exploring Levels and Factors Associated with Transition
Challenges for Syrian Refugee Parents Resettled in
Canada

Hala Tamim, Professor, Kinesiology and Health Science, York University, Ontario,
Canada

Limited data is available on the challenges and level of difficulty Syrian refugee parents
face in their transition to life in Canada. This study assesses the difficulty Syrian refugee
parents in Canada face during the transition process and identify factors associated with
these challenges. This cross-sectional study included Syrian refugee parents, with at least
one child under 18 years of age, who resettled in Canada after 2015 and resided in
Ontario, Canada. Participants were recruited between March 3, 2021, and March 31,
2022. A total of 540 participants were enrolled. The primary dependent variable,
transition difficulty, was assessed through the question, “How difficult has the transition
into Canada been for you?” with responses on a 5-point Likert scale ranging from 1 (not
difficult at all) to 5 (very difficult). Multiple linear regression was used to examine the
independent relationship between a range of sociodemographic and migration related
factors and transition difficulty. Of the participants, 13.7% reported the transition as ‘very
difficult; and 43% described it as ‘difficult? Factors significantly associated with greater
difficulty in transition included being sponsored through the Blended Visa Office-
Referred (BVOR) program in comparison to government sponsorship, parents’ perceived
discrimination at children’s schools, dissatisfaction with friendships, and longer
duration of residence in Canada. In contrast, the ability to speak English or French was
significantly associated with lower difficulty in transitioning. Syrian refugee parents face
significant challenges during their transition to life in Canada highlighting the need for
targeted support services.
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Exploring the Ethics of Implementing Photovoice
Methodology with LGBTQ+ Refugees Living in Athens,
Greece

Moshoula Capous Desyllas, Professor, Sociology, California State University
Northridge, California, United States

This project illustrates the power of using the participatory, arts-based methodology of
photovoice to capture the lived experiences of LGBTQ+ refugees and asylum seekers
living in Athens, Greece. Photovoice methodology entails giving cameras to
marginalized groups to photo-document their experiences. I present various ethical
tensions and dilemmas that I encountered when implementing photovoice
methodology with fourteen LGBTQ+ refugees and asylum seekers living in Athens,
Greece. In partnership with a grassroots collective known for its advocacy for and with
LGBTQ+ refugees, photovoice was used to explore the themes of identity, belonging,
physical and mental health challenges of displacement, and hopes for a future without
borders. The purpose of this paper is to use an anti-oppressive theoretical framework to
unpack the complex layers of power dynamics, positionality and privilege, relational
interactions, and ownership of the data throughout the research process. Specifically, I
discuss these concepts through the following stages: building trust within the
community, capturing visual narratives with the help of interpreters, sharing the artwork
with the broader community, negotiating the politics of representation, navigating
ownership of the data, and maintaining relationships beyond the project. As I critically
reflect on the research process and product, I conclude with lessons learned and advocate

re-envisioning arts-based research to include an anti-oppressive approach.
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Gender Mainstreaming in African Indigenous
Vegetables in Kakamega and Kisii Counties in Kenya

Jessica Ndubi, Chief Research Scientist and Gender Coordinator,
Socioeconomics and Policy Development, Kenya Agriculture and Livestock
Research Organization (KALRO), Nairobi Municipality, Kenya

African Indigenous Vegetables (AIVs) are important crops grown in Kenya. Although the
crops are mainly grown by women, little is known about gender issues on the crops’
value chain. The objective of the study was to examine gender issues in African
Indigenous Vegetables value chain in Kisii and Kakamega Counties in Kenya. Data were
collected through key informant interviews, focused group discussions and a survey that
covered 346 households selected through systematic sampling. The household data were
analyzed through descriptive statistics using the Harvard analytical framework. The main
findings show that women performed most of the crops’ production and marketing
activities yet they had less access to and control of vital resources such as land and credit.
Women also consumed must of the AIVs compared with men, youths and children due
to cultural perceptions that associate them with women’s diets. The study recommends
designing gender responsive interventions to improve women’s access to resources such
as land, credit, and training so as to empower them for improved productivity and
profitability of the value chain. Furthermore, the study recommends a need for awareness
campaigns that addresses cultural perceptions that associates AIVs with women’s
traditional diets, thus encouraging men’s and youth involvement in AIVs production and

consumption to enhance their food and nutritional security.
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Overlapping Identities: Montenegro’s Diaspora or
Montenegrin Diaspora?

Klement Camaj, Lecturer, School of Education and Social Sciences, Univeristy of
the West of Scotland, United Kingdom

This paper explores the complex matter of defining the Montenegrin diasporic identity
within the context of Montenegro’s multi-ethnic composition and in regard to its
diaspora engagement policy. It does so by drawing inspiration from the Scottish diaspora
and the Scottish Government’s recent diaspora engagement strategy. Our work addresses
the challenge posed by migrants from Montenegro who, while originating from the
country, more often than not identify with their specific ethnic diasporas (Montenegrin,
Serb, Bosnian Albanian, Croatian), rather than a unified diaspora of Montenegro.
Similarly, Scotland must deal with a diaspora that draws upon a very broad range of
history and competing senses of identity and belonging, yet for the Scottish diaspora,
there is no Scottish state or citizenship. Thus, these examples of Montenegro and
Scotland present a key definitional problem, albeit a mirror of each other. Therefore, this
research investigates this national identity division within the diaspora of Montenegro,
examining the historical, social, and political factors contributing to these distinct
identifications, including questions of national belonging and historical narratives. Our
paper aims to provide a more nuanced understanding of what constitutes the
Montenegrin diaspora in its various forms and based on this analysis, proposes more
inclusive potential governmental definitions and policies. Our proposals would allow
Montenegro to acknowledge and recognise the varied ethnic and national identities of
its diaspora, with its broader spectrum of connection to the homeland, and further allow
a more productive and fruitful engagement with those diverse, worldwide, diaspora

communities.
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Peri-Urban Gentrification : Unveiling Spatial
Contestation and Displacement Impacts in Sleman
Regency, Special Region of Yogyakarta, Indonesia

Klement Camaj, Lecturer, School of Education and Social Sciences, Univeristy of
the West of Scotland, United Kingdom

The phenomenon of gentrification in Sleman Regency is marked by the increase in the
construction of hotels and apartments to welcome the massive arrivals from outside the
region. This phenomenon is considered beneficial by the government because it
accounts for the largest percentage of PAD. However, this is not in line with the negative
impact felt by local communities who have experienced displacement. This study reveals
the spatial contestation occurring to the gentrification of tourism and education in
Sleman Regency. Using the blended method (offline and online), through in-depth
interviews, observations and literature studies as well as a spatial phenomenology
approach with a focus on the study in Karangwuni. The results show that the dynamics
of gentrification in Sleman Regency has four phases, firstly road construction, secondly
government and private infrastructure development, thirdly infrastructure development
by ndividual renovators in the form of exclusive boarding, fourthly the emergence of
displacement due to gentrification. Displacement that occurs in the form of voluntary
displacement and symbolic displacement. Voluntary displacement has indirectly caused
social conflicts due to the establishment of apartments in the middle of residential areas.
Meanwhile, symbolic displacement causes socio-economic problems for vulnerable
groups to occur due to the massive construction of apartments and exclusive boarding
houses in Karangwuni. The contestation of space due to gentrification in Karangwuni
shows that the government cannot control gentrification and city development is only
biased by the middle class.

90



Social and Community Studies

Philosophy of Social Cognition

Jevgenija Sivoronova, Student, Phd Candidate, Daugavpils University,
Daugavpils, Latvia

Today’s interdisciplinary context is rich in approaches to social cognition. Social
cognition focuses on how individuals cognize reality, which is inherently seen as social,
with cognition primarily understood as communication and interaction. Scientific
perspectives on social cognition offer different frameworks, such as social cognitive,
informational processing, constructivist, and phenomenological approaches. This
proposal discusses these approaches and their conceptual emphasis. Then, we argue for
the holistic emergence approach or the cognition system to theorize about social
cognition. This approach emphasizes the importance of having an ideal image of
cognition when considering it. First, we acknowledge the need to consider ontological,
epistemological and methodological foundations to wunderstand cognition.
Implementing these philosophical disciplines is crucial for developing a concept or
theory of cognition having fundamental bases that describe the creation of abstract
designs of processes, actions, interactions, agents, objects, and systems of knowledge that
mediate cognition occurrences in various contexts and positions. Second, through this
holistic approach, we propose to conceive, speculate, comprehend, and explore social
cognition and its elements. Third, we also refer to theoretical-methodological modelling
that provides a new perspective on social cognition phenomena. The model is not purely
abstract; it can also take on a concrete form, making it a hypothetical perfect or optimal
model. We emphasize the need to continually return to the idea of cognition, as thinking
about it is a fundamental aspect of cognition itself. We hold this model as a mental
backing that helps us think about any cognition-related matter.
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Playfight, the Power of Embodied Connection
Matteo Tangi, Founder and Facilitator, Playfight, Switzerland

During play, the nervous system is most receptive and awake. Confrontation pushes us
to the edge of our comfort zone. Combined together, they ignite growth, fun and
aliveness! Imagine embodying your primal self with everything it includes: your
instincts, your wildness and your raw strength. Imagine interacting with another human
being from this place, consciously. Playfight is about rediscovering the beauty of ‘rough
and tumble] just like animals and children do, to experience a deep connection with
one’s own body and emotions, as well as with other people. It is a way of authentically
relating and overcoming inner fears by actively involving the strength of the body and
the gentleness of the heart. All of this happens within a safe frame: a circle that supports
you and welcomes you for who you are. This session offer a space where people can
experience a quality of connection with themselves and with others, which includes and
gives space to their inner child while awakening their conscious warrior and warrioress.
Our purpose is to support individuals to learn to have a profound connection with

themselves and others.
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Protecting the Image of the Employee in the Age of
Digital Technologies: The Legal Position

Aneta Giedrewicz Niewiriska, Associate Professor at the University of Bialystok,
Fakulty of Law, Univerity of Bialystok, Podlaskie, Poland

With the development of digital technologies used in workplaces to process personal
data and control employees, the threat of unwarranted intrusion into the sphere of
privacy of a person performing subordinate work is constantly increasing, not only by
the employer but also by third parties. Not insignificant to this phenomenon is the
popularity of remote work and contact via video conferencing. Protecting the right of
publicity is an issue of great social importance. The purpose of this study is to analyse
the legal issues that arise from processing personal data related to an employee’s image
by an employer. The analysis of these problems will define the boundaries within which
the employer’s actions should fall. In addition, processing one-, two- and three-
dimensional images of an employee’s face, including biometric techniques, is becoming
increasingly popular. Topics to be analysed include: video surveillance in the workplace,
the obligation to use badges with a facial image, and sharing the employee’s facial image
in connection with the employer’s information and promotional activities, e.g. in
promotional leaflets, offers presented at trade fairs, promotional films. Answering the
posed questions and achieving the set objectives will necessitate the application of the
dogmatic-legal methods.
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Resilient Complexity: Moral Experiences of Seriously Il
Young People in the United States

Andrea St.Hilaire, Student, PhD in Interdisciplinary Studies, University of
Glasgow, United Kingdom

Seriously ill young people in the United States may face an array of complications with
inconsistent insurance coverage and healthcare access, intrapersonal and interpersonal
challenges, and uncertain futures. This research assesses pediatric palliative care as a
complex adaptive system, with emphasis on diagnosis and illness progression in relation
to emergent resilience. The project sought to explore “what it’s like” for young people
(12-17y0) to experience a serious illness from the perspective of providers familiar with
the population. The summative findings provide novel conceptual, practical, and policy
insights about relational significance in the quality of life of ill young people, particularly
in consideration complex moral experiences, moral emotions, and resilience. The
resulting model bridges together a variety of key concepts, and illustrates how providers
and families may offer enhanced support to young people facing the end of life. A
corresponding reframing of the concept of a “good death” is provided.
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STOP TIP - a Critical Exploration of Drivers of Human
Trafficking in the Climate Change-Prone Region of
Homabay County, Kenya

Okumu Alloice Salex, Student, PhD, Project Planning and Management,
University of Nairobi, Nairobi Municipality, Kenya

Human trafficking in Homabay County, Kenya, is a critical issue exacerbated by the
region’s vulnerability to climate change. This phenomenon involves the exploitation of
individuals, particularly women and children, for forced labor and sexual exploitation.
The problem is deeply rooted in socio-economic challenges, including poverty, lack of
education, and limited employment opportunities, which are further aggravated by
environmental changes. Addressing human trafficking in this context requires a
comprehensive understanding of its drivers and the implementation of effective
interventions. This study aims to: determine the nature of human traficking in
Homabay County; assess the primary perpetrators and victims; establish the key drivers
of trafficking; investigate the effectiveness of existing policies; and examine how
ecological factors, including climate change, affect trafficking. The mixed-methods
approach, combining qualitative and quantitative data collection and analysis
techniques, is used to capture the complexity and diversity of trafficking in the context
of climate change. The findings contribute to the prevention and reduction of human
trafficking in Kenya, promoting human dignity and social justice. This research will
enhance the knowledge and literature on the link between human trafficking and
climate change, a neglected issue. It will provide evidence and recommendations for
effective and sustainable interventions that support the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) and human rights. Moreover, it will foster collaboration and coordination
among various stakeholders to address the complex and interrelated challenges of
human trafficking and climate change.
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Silent-Office : A Framework for Self Reliant and Self
Sufficient People

Bala Subramanian, Adjunct Faculty, Accounting and Finance, Kean University,
New Jersey, United States

A silent-office might be a solution for everyone to interact with the rest of the humanity
considering how extensive humanity in scope and duration. Currently humans interact
with one another using natural language, signs, art, music and other forms of speech.
However, these may not be two-way and easily misunderstood and lost due to lack of
uniformity, and consistency across cultures and times. To overcome these problems and
to ensure outcomes it is proposed that we standardize all relationships using a single
“self and all the rest framework. Silent-Office is a digital framework to ensure that with
the help of Al and automation we can address all the needs of an individual as well as
the society in all cultural, religious and political settings and bring prosperity and peace
to humanity not just for the present day but in perpetuity. Without violating the natural
laws a societal spacetime framework can enable multiverses to be explored to augment
human capabilities. With Al and robotics human values of sentient consciousness can
facilitate equality, inclusion, wellness, peace and tranquility can all be achieved?Self and
all the rest” might be enough to describe and account for all the diversities felt and shared
from the beginning of time to eternity.
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Socio-Economic Perceptions, Resilience, and Attitudes
Toward Social Change in Sicily: Exploring the Role of
Regional Identity, Justice Beliefs, and Intergenerational
Influence

Bella Dubovika, Student, PhD, University of Daugavpils, Latvia

This research explores the psychological factors influencing Sicilian attitudes toward
socio-economic development, justice, and social change. Through seven in-depth
interviews, the study examines perceptions of optimism, fatalism, and resilience in
response to regional challenges such as unemployment, historical trauma, and mafia
influence. Key themes include civic engagement, intergenerational differences, and
beliefs about fairness and mobility. Findings highlight the role of justice perceptions,
economic disillusionment, and institutional trust in shaping public attitudes toward
governance and activism. The study provides insights into how regional identity and
historical narratives influence the willingness of Sicilians to engage in social

transformation.
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Street Children of Malolos: Understanding Their
Experiences, Challenges, and Hopes for the Future

Charleen Navarro, Student, Bachelor of Public Administration, Bulacan State
University, Bulacan, Philippines

Justine De Leon, Student, College of Social Sciences and Philosophy, Bulacan
State University, Bulacan, Philippines

Katlyne Natividad, Student, Bachelor of Public Administration, Bulacan State
University, Bulacan, Philippines

Albert Romero, Assistant Professor, College of Social Sciences and Philosophy,
Bulacan State University, Bulacan, Philippines

This study examines the living conditions, challenges, and potential solutions that street
children in Malolos face, focusing on access to food, healthcare, shelter, and safety, as well
as socioeconomic factors affecting daily lives. Applying case study methods to
interviewing 15 street children seeks to understand the socio-environmental challenges
they face and what they think of government or NGO initiatives currently ongoing.
From the findings, these children suffer physically, emotionally, and mentally from
unsafe living situations, insecure homes, and reduced access to food and health services.
It also clarifies some socio-economic factors that make these kids go to the streets, such
as unstable family systems and poverty. Despite these obstacles, many interviewed
individuals were most eloquent in expressing their desperate desire for improved
education and job training/ rehabilitation programs that will help them get out of the
situation they are going through. The research highlights the importance of a more
integrated approach than just short-term solutions by providing solutions to the urgent
needs and the root causes that street children face. Generally, it promotes cooperation
between communities, organizations, and local governments in developing long-term
projects that ensure safe spaces, medical treatment, education, and reintegration of
homeless children into their societies.
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The Impact of the Digital World: How Generation Z's
Use of Technology Affects Their Mental and Physical
Well-being

Anna Marija Nikitina, Student, Doctoral, Daugavpils University, Latvia

The study analyzes the digital behavior patterns of Generation Z and their impact on
mental and physical health. Using stratified random sampling, 250 participants aged 12
to 27 were surveyed. The study identified four main user clusters: moderately active,
intensive, specialized, and minimal engagement groups. The results indicate that the
interaction between digital behavior patterns and health indicators is complex, with
intensive digital activity often associated with higher anxiety and negative habits, while
a balanced approach improves mental and physical well-being. Gender analysis revealed
that women frequently use social networks and online educational resources, while men
are more involved in video games. The study’s results can serve as a basis for strategies
that promote healthy digital habits and balanced technology use.
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The Unaccompanied Refugee Minors’' Experiences of
Solidarity and Recognition in Their Everyday Social Life

Joelle Badran, Doctoral Researcher, Social Sciences/Sociology, University of
Antwerp, Belgium

While the majority of research on solidarity focuses on practices among adults, little is
known about the social experiences of solidarity among children, particularly
unaccompanied refugee minors (URMs). Studies involving URMs reveal that their basic
needs are often met by the asylum systems in Europe. However, the recognition of their
human rights, as well as acknowledging their voices and agency as unique individuals, is
often met with encounters of struggle. The research study builds on Axel Honneth’s
critical theory of recognition, which is fundamentally concerned with social inequalities.
It adopts a revised approach to Honneth’s theory through the lens of the new social
studies of childhood, which situates children as autonomous and active agents, rather
than passive victims. The study argues that for solidarity, defined as support for and
among forced migrants, to be truly experienced, it necessitates recognition. Drawing on
16 months of in-depth ethnographic fieldwork conducted in a small-scale reception
center for URMs operated by a non-governmental organization in Belgium, the study
involves extensive participant observation of 13 youngsters aged between 11 and 18 years,
complemented by 43 semi-structured interviews. It investigates how URMs understand,
exercise, and receive different forms of emotional, legal, and social recognition, and
examines where solidarity practices are revealed and where they lack. The study calls for
acknowledging URMs not solely as recipients but as active and potential contributors
who can enrich their new environments, transcending their perpetual victimization and

positioning them as agents with capacities.

100



Social and Community Studies

Trend of Perceived Wealth Inequality in Hong Kong from
2002 to 2024 : Looking from Young, Highly Educated
and High-income Perspectives

Kevin Wong, Research Fellow and Associate Director of Telephone Survey
Research Laboratory, Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong

Victor Zheng, Assistant Director, Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies
(HKIAPS)

The study examines the trend of objective and perceived wealth inequality in Hong Kong
from 2002 to 2024 based on official statistics and territory-wide telephone survey data.
Compared with 20 years ago, objective wealth inequality in Hong Kong has increased to
a certain extent, in term of household income rather than personal income. The
substantial increase in residential property prices is a main cause of the rise in household
income inequality. Previous research argued that personal socioeconomic background is
correlated with perceived wealth inequality. The study supports this argument and
further shows that the effect of personal socioeconomic background on perceived wealth
inequality has changed in the past 20 years. Although in general the perceived wealth
inequality has not rose significantly in Hong Kong, it has increased significantly for
young, highly educated and high-income people. The level of perceived wealth
inequality of these groups was the lowest 20 years ago but now their perceived wealth
inequality is the highest ones.
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Urban Segregation and Muslim Identity: An
Ethnographic Study of Jamia Nagar, Delhi

Istikhar Ali, Student, PhD, Jawaharlal Nehur University, Delhi, India

Jamia Nagar, a Muslim-majority neighbourhood in South Delhi, exemplifies the socio-
political and economic marginalisation of Muslims in India. Originally a refuge for those
displaced by communal violence, including the 2002 Gujarat riots, it has become a space
of both sanctuary and stigmatisation. This ethnographic study, conducted between 2019
and 2021, examines residents’ lived experiences against a backdrop of structural neglect,
discrimination, and resilience, using participant observation, interviews, and case studies.
Findings highlight severe infrastructural deficiencies, including poor sanitation, limited
healthcare, and inadequate educational facilities, all symptomatic of state neglect.
Residents also face widespread stigmatisation, compounded by events like the 2008 Batla
House encounter, which intensified racial profiling and exclusion from housing,
employment, and social opportunities. Women and youth experience compounded
challenges, with restricted mobility and limited access to professional networks
perpetuating gendered and generational disadvantages. Despite these hardships,
community resilience stands out as a defining feature. Grassroots organizations and local
NGOs provide critical services, foster solidarity, and empower residents through skill-
building and advocacy initiatives. These efforts mitigate the effects of exclusion and help
residents assert their rights. The study underscores the urgent need for inclusive urban
policies addressing infrastructural deficits and social exclusion. A multidimensional
approach combining equitable planning, anti-discrimination measures, and social
integration initiatives is essential to transform marginalised neighbourhoods like Jamia

Nagar into spaces of dignity and opportunity.
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What Harms Are Being Reduced? The Controversies and
Biopolitics of Harm Reduction and lllicit Drug Use

Maria-Victoria Pérez-y-Pérez, Senior Lecturer, Human Services, University of
Canterbury, New Zealand

In 2021, New Zealand sanctioned a harm reduction approach to recreational illicit drug
use through the passage of the Drug and Substance Checking Legislation Act, which
made drug checking legal. Though this move could be seen as a move towards
recognising the importance of harm reduction and the need for drug law reform, the
New Zealand political landscape surrounding harm reduction for people who use drugs
(PWUD) remains contentious. Drug policy has long been shaped by the capriciousness
of political, social and moral forces, and hegemonic notions about the superiority of
abstinence. Though a harm reduction narrative is the current trend internationally, how
this narrative is translated into services for PWUD and the context for implementation
of such services matters greatly. Harm reduction policy and practices that place the
interests of society in opposition to, or above, the harms to users has the consequence of
further excluding or ‘othering’ PWUD. Drawing on current literature in the area of harm
reduction and drug use, and the preliminary findings from two recent qualitative studies
undertaken in New Zealand and United Kingdom, this paper traces the controversies
and biopolitics of harm reduction for PWUD.
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Al and Governance: A Comparative Analysis of Civic
Participation, Social Equity, and Policy-Making in
Developed and Developing Nations

Leopoldino Jeronimo, Student, PhD in Political Science, Claremont Graduate
University, California, United States

This research scrutinizes the transformative role of Artificial Intelligence (Al) in
governance by conducting a comparative analysis across both developed and
developing nations. By examining AI’s impact on civic participation, social equity, and
public policy in the United States, Germany, Japan, India, Brazil, and Kenya, this study
seeks to loosen the complexities of Al implementation in diverse political and
economic contexts. These nations were chosen for their contrasting governance
structures and levels of Al adoption, providing a comprehensive view of how Al is
reshaping governance on a global scale. The research employs a mixed-methods
approach integrating secondary data analysis, literature review, and meta-analysis of
existing case studies. This methodology allows the exploration of existing data that
illustrates how Al influences governance dynamics, from enhancing democratic
processes in established democracies to addressing equity challenges in emerging
economies. Furthermore, the study extends its scope to global organizations like the
United Nations, analyzing how Al policies at the international level influence national
practices. The goal is to develop ethical frameworks that ensure Al aligns with
principles of justice and equity, offering policy recommendations tailored to different
political systems. Ultimately, this research contributes to the broader discourse on AI’s
potential to support the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and foster more
inclusive and equitable governance worldwide.
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‘Affective Polarization’s Missing Link: Examining the
Effects of Emotional, Cognitive, and Behavioral
Disinhibition

Ivelin Sardamov, Associate Professor of Political Science, Department of Politics
and European Studies, American University in Bulgaria, Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria

The United States and other established democracies have in recent years experienced
rising “negative partisanship” or “affective polarization? This is a condition distinct from
policy-based contestation, marked by intense dislike and distrust of political opponents.
The study of related emotions entails an understanding not only of how they are
generated, but also of emotional, cognitive, and behavioral regulation. These capacities
are commonly analyzed at the individual level, taking into account environmental
factors. To understand broader environmental influences and related psychosocial
tendencies, we need to examine wider, longer-term social, cultural, and technological
changes. As sociologists Emile Durkheim and Daniel Bell once observed, the march of
industrial capitalism and mass production entailed general erosion of inhibitory self-
regulation. At the neuropsychological level, the disinhibition they described can largely
be attributed to the sensory and social overstimulation associated with material excess,
social and technological acceleration, information and experiential overload, existential
insecurity, and similar developments. The progressive relaxation of self-restraint has been
further exacerbated with the spread of information technology and other socioeconomic
and cultural shifts. It has facilitated the expression of intense negative emotions and
aggressive impulses; undermined empathy; led to cognitive disinhibition and
“ideological obsession” (or embrace of “extreme overvalued beliefs”); and enabled violent
responses to perceived provocations. In a dangerous feedback loop, the unrestrained
expression of negative emotions and antagonistic impulses can become a form of self-
stimulation, undermining further self-regulation. These tendencies suggest that the
aggravation of affective polarization is a largely structural problem that may defy any
targeted interventions.
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Assessment on the Impact of Public Transportation
Policies in the Philippines Towards Social Equity

John Carlo Colot, Instructor, Department of Political Science and International
Studies, Polytechnic University of the Philippines, Philippines

This study assesses the impact of public transportation policies in the Philippines toward
social equity. It focused on how these policies affect accessibility and inclusivity for
various socio-economic groups. As urbanization accelerates, the demand for efficient and
equitable public transportation becomes critical in addressing social disparities. The
study examines key public transportation initiatives, including the modernization of
jeepneys, and expansion of rail systems, analyzing their effectiveness in reducing the
mobility gap between low-income and higher-income populations. Using a quantitative
approach, the study collects data from public transport users across different income
brackets. The findings highlight both the successes and shortcomings of current policies
in fostering social equity, providing recommendations for more inclusive public
transportation planning. The study underscores the importance of ensuring that public
transportation policies are not only focused on infrastructure development but also on
promoting equal access and opportunities for all social groups, particularly marginalized
and underserved populations.
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Deterrent Challenges to Women's Growth in
Afghanistan

Bibi Maryam Razawi, Internal Manager, Administration and Management, Araz -
Tourism Complex, Khorasan-e Razavi, Iran

The growth and increase of the social role of women is one of the important issues that
are paid special attention to in various fields of social and political sciences. The issue of
gender equality has been accepted in many societies around the world, especially in
developing societies. But it still remains a problem in third world countries such as
Afghanistan. This study seeks to address the challenges that hinder the growth of women
in Afghanistan and examines the reasons that hinder the growth and participation of
women in various social spheres. The present research has been done as a library and
analysis and valid scientific sources have been used. The analytical method has also been
used because the cultural and social context of Afghanistan has been a great challenge
for the presence of women leaders. The findings show that Afghan women, along with
women around the world, have been fighting for their freedom since the twentieth
century and working for social status and political participation. Although most political
regimes have enshrined the presence of women in the law, the prevailing traditional
climate, illiteracy, cultural poverty, economic backwardness, and insecurity still challenge
their equal share in society. Therefore, reviewing these factors helps to become familiar
with how it disappears and to see the presence of women alongside men in all areas.
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Assessment of the Alignment of the FOGAPRYD Project
with Human Rights Principles and its Impact on the
Prevention of Child Malnutrition in Ecuador

Estefania Mayorga, Professor, Faculty of Jurisprudence, Universidad Tecnoldgica
Indoamérica, Tungurahua, Ecuador

This paper evaluates the alignment of the FOGAPRYD Project with human rights and
its impact on the prevention of child malnutrition in Ecuador. Using a mixed-methods
approach, a case study design was adopted to deeply analyze the project’s objectives,
implementation, and outcomes. Information was gathered through interviews, focus
groups, and document analysis, providing a detailed and contextualized understanding.
The main objective was to assess how the FOGAPRYD Project aligns with human rights,
particularly regarding the sustainability, accessibility, and equity of sanitation and
drinking water services. The results indicate that the project has significantly improved
access to these services in the most vulnerable communities, reducing the prevalence of
chronic malnutrition and improving child health. Strengths were identified in the
quality and safety of the implemented infrastructure, as well as in community
participation and training. However, areas for improvement were also noted, such as the
need to strengthen accountability, transparency, and monitoring and evaluation
mechanisms. In conclusion, the FOGAPRYD Project has had a significant positive
impact, but its long-term sustainability requires continuous commitment and
improvements in the management and evaluation of interventions to ensure their
effectiveness and durability.
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Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Belonging in the Al Era:
Is the Algorithm Biased?

Blanca Herrero De Egafia, President, 4Pi Network Better World, Madrid, Spain

The rapid development and deployment of artificial intelligence (AI) technologies have
raised critical questions regarding their impact on diversity, equity, inclusion, and
belonging (DEIB). This paper explores the extent to which algorithms, as central
components of Al systems, reflect and propagate biases inherent in the data they process
and the frameworks within which they are designed. Using a mixed-methods approach
that incorporates both qualitative analyses of case studies and quantitative examination
of algorithmic outputs, the research identifies patterns of bias and their implications for
marginalized communities. The findings suggest that algorithmic decision-making often
mirrors societal inequalities, reinforcing disparities unless intentionally mitigated
through ethical oversight and inclusive practices. This work underscores the importance
of incorporating DEIB principles into the development and governance of Al to foster
systems that are fair, transparent, and representative of all user groups. The paper
concludes by recommending strategies to address and minimize bias, promoting an Al
landscape that enhances equitable and inclusive technological outcomes.
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How Belief in Free Will Affects Capital Sentencing and
Brain Activity: The Moral-Legal Conflict in Jury Decision-
Making

Vermut Gao, Student, Master of Science, Arizona State University, Arizona,
United States

Moral and legal systems serve as parallel frameworks that guide social behavior, yet they
often intersect in ways that produce ethical conflict. This study explores the tension
between belief in free will, a moral concept linked to personal responsibility, and its
influence on support for capital punishment in jury-based sentencing, including
responses to neuroimaging data. Previous research suggests that belief in free will
promotes prosocial morality but may also increase condemnation of others’ wrongdoing.
Our aim is to understand how perceived agency influences moral judgment and the
consequences of promoting scientific claims about free will without fully considering
public interpretation. Positioned at the intersection of moral psychology, legal decision-
making, and cognitive neuroscience, we designed two experimental studies. In Study 1,
participants undergo a Velten-style manipulation to induce doubt in free will, then
evaluate a mock crime scenario involving the death penalty. Attitudes are assessed using
the FAD-Plus (Free Will and Determinism Plus) scale. In Study 2, we introduce
manipulated evidence—genetic, neuroimaging, or behavioral—to examine whether
biological explanations moderate moral judgment. EEG signals are recorded in both
studies to observe neural correlates of decision-making, including potential changes in
error-related negativity (ERN). Although data collection is forthcoming, we hypothesize
that reduced belief in free will will lower support for capital punishment, especially
when paired with biological evidence. Understanding how free will beliefs shape moral
and legal judgment is essential, particularly when such beliefs may influence punitive
decisions in justice systems and broader social contexts.
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Impact of Terrorism on Consumer Sentiment in Pakistan:
A City-level Analysis

Syed Zulgernain Hussain, Student, PhD Candidate, University of Otago, Otago,
New Zealand

This study estimates the impact of terrorism on consumer sentiment at city level in
Pakistan. Tagged as one of the most dangerous places of the world, Pakistan is the
epicenter of terrorism since the events of 9/11. Apart from tangible financial losses and
civilian casualties, there is an equally important but unnoticed and intangible impact of
terrorism on consumer sentiment in Pakistan. Consumer sentiment is an important
indicator as it triggers economic activity and in case of Pakistan, consumer sentiment
measured by Diffusion Index is used as a policy input in formulation of monetary policy.
Using city fixed effects model on balanced panel data of 59 cities and 36 time periods
(bi-monthly), the study estimates that whenever there is a terrorist incident in a city,
irrespective of the intensity of the attack; sentiment of the consumers in the targeted city
turns pessimistic (diffusion index decreases) relative to those cities which do not face an
attack. The coefficient of terrorism is equal to one-half standard deviation of the
diffusion index (consumer sentiment) and is consistent in all specifications. Reverse
causality test indicates that occurrence of terrorist activity is exogenous i.e., current and
past sentiment do not impact or promote terrorism. Since the impact of terrorism is
more significant at the affected cities, there is a need for a region-specific (city-specific)
counter-terrorism policy instead of a generic national policy.
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Introducing the Stringency of Sentencing Policy (SSP)
Index: How and Why Does Sentencing Policy Severity
Vary?

Lily Rice, Student, PhD, Trinity College Dublin, Dublin, Ireland

In this paper, I present a novel formal Index (the Stringency of Sentencing Policy (SSP)
Index) that measures for the first time the relative punitiveness of a country’s body of
criminal sentencing policies without conflating this concept with sentencing practice.
Scholars have been trying to identify the factors that have caused incarceration rates to
skyrocket in many countries for decades, and it is clear that a country’s “sentencing
environment” (meaning both sentencing policy (e.g. criminal statutes) and sentencing
practice (the actual sentencing decisions of sentencing bodies)) contribute directly to
prison population rates. However, this literature often conflates the concepts of
sentencing policy and sentencing practice. This prevents sufficient analysis of the reasons
why stricter policies are adopted, and leads to misinterpretation of the actual severity of
the legislation in place. The SSP Index overcomes this shortcoming by measuring the
severity of the national criminal sentencing policies in place at one point in time without
relying on sentencing outcomes to do so. This new Index is applied to the United States
and Ireland in this paper, but can be applied to any country with criminal sentencing
statutes in place. Validation and reliability tests demonstrate the Index’s ability to
measure the real variation in the strictness of criminal sentencing legislation over time.
This SSP Index constitutes a new tool for researchers of comparative public policy and
criminal law, and its creation is part of a larger research project studying the conditions
under which stricter sentencing policies are passed into law.
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Justice for Medical Harms? A Legal-Historical Analysis

Blake Brown, Professor, History, Saint Mary's University, Nova Scotia, Canada
Jennifer Llewellyn, Professor and Chair in Restorative Justice, Restorative
Research, Innovation and Education Lab, Schulich School of Law, Dalhousie
University, Nova Scotia, Canada

Medical errors injure or kill thousands of patients in Canada each year. This paper
provides a legal and historical analysis that explores the traditional challenges of
responding to health care harm and shares recent developments in the potential for a
restorative approach to patient safety. In the early twentieth century, physicians formed a
mutual defense organization, the Canadian Medical Protective Association. The
Association traditionally responded to allegations of malpractice by ferociously fighting
against patients inside and outside the courtroom. These tactics led to complaints that
the justice system failed to address the concerns of many patients and their families. In
response to these significant concerns with adversarial justice processes, efforts are now
underway to consider the potential for a restorative justice response to cases of health
care harm. These efforts have confronted challenges related to the historical
developments that have shaped malpractice, including the role of the Canadian Medical
Protective Association and the structure of tort law and litigation. This study considers
the potential for a restorative approach to health care harm and patient safety to
contribute to the transformation of justice and health care. It draws on the current
research and system innovation work of both presenters. Dr. Brown is currently
undertaking a significant research project on the history of medical malpractice in
Canada. Building on her previous work in the field, Professor Llewellyn is currently
engaged in an initiative aimed at designing and implementing a restorative approach to
health care harms and patient safety.
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Leveraging Voter Education to Achieve Sustainable
Development Goals in the Philippines: Insights from
Global Experiences

Ma. Josephine Therese Emily Teves, Assistant Professor 7, Development Studies
Program, Department of Social Sciences, College of Arts and Sciences,
University of the Philippines Manila, Philippines

This study explores the role of voter education initiatives (VEIs) in promoting
sustainable development in the Philippines, specifically through their potential to help
the country achieve key United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The
intervention aims to highlight the importance of institutionalizing VEISs as a strategy for
enhancing good governance, political stability, and human development. This approach
is particularly relevant in the context of the Philippines' current struggles with political
instability, low SDG rankings, and the need for greater electoral participation and
informed voting. Positioned within the fields of political science, public policy, and
human development, the intervention draws upon empirical studies and international
experiences to emphasize the positive impact of VEIs on democratic systems and socio-
economic stability. Using qualitative methods and case studies, the brief examines the
processes of VEI implementation, including the challenges faced by the Commission on
Elections (COMELEC) and non-governmental organizations in the Philippines. The
results show that while VEIs have had notable success in other countries, their limited
application in the Philippines has hindered their full potential. The study concludes that
institutionalizing voter education could significantly contribute to improving
governance and advancing the SDGs, offering recommendations for legislative action
and further empirical research to assess VEI effectiveness in the country.
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Pakistan - a Struggling Nation After Independence
Prashantkumar Bharadiya, Student, PhD, Christ University, Karnataka, India

This paper looks at the major problems of Pakistan which lead Pakistan towards political
and economic instability. Islamic extremism and the dominance of the military are both
significant problems. The consequences are terrorism, poverty, inflation, a foreign
exchange crisis, a decline of civil institutions, militancy, years of confrontation with India,
which lead to public debt, and many more. The central focus of these significant
problems drag Pakistan into political and economic crises. Moreover, this paper also
identifies the influence of these two factors on foreign policy. Western and modernized
political leaders want Pakistan to be a secular, democratic, and modern state, and
conservative religious groups are finding a way to connect religion with civil institutions.
It leads to a tussle between traditional and progressive forces in society which puts
Pakistan into trouble. This paper argues that the military and Islamic conservatism are
Pakistan's significant problems, making Pakistan a struggling nation.

115



Civic and Political Studies

Pursuing Sustainability by Conserving Cultural Heritage
in a Digitalized World: The Cases of Community-based
Development in Taiwan

Ching-Ping Tang, Professor, Political Science, National Chengchi University,
Taiwan

This research discusses how urban cultural commons might interact with civil ecology
to contribute to pursuing Sustainable Development Goals in a digitalized world. While
many studies point out the potential of digital tools in improving human welfare,
literature has also accumulated to discuss their threats to civil freedom or democratic
governance by, for example, self-discipline or imbalanced power between information
controllers and the governed. By examining the cases of community-based development
in Taiwan, this research examines how the above challenges can be managed. It specifies
the mutual influence among digitalized governance, civil ecology, democratic
participation, cultural heritage conservation, and pursuance of multiple sustainable
development goals. By adopting a complex system perspective, this paper argues that the
solidarity created by digital means has served as the leverage factor that triggers chain

effects in improving many goals simultaneously.

Statelessness of Rohingya Refugees

Md Razidur Rahaman, Student, PhD, Kéroli Gaspar Reformétus University,
Budapest, Hungary

The Rohingya is a Muslim minority ethnic community living in the Rakhine state of
Myanmar. This paper analyses the Rohingya Humanitarian crisis who have been
persecuted systematically and became stateless after enacted the 1982 Citizenship Law
of Myanmar. Because of the Rohingya citizenship deprivation, Myanmar adopted
discriminatory policies, resulting in widespread human rights violations, and more than
a million sought refuge in the neighboring country of Bangladesh. This research
critically examines the reactions of International Leaders to treating and resolving the
Rohingya Humanitarian crisis. This paper contributes to the expanding human rights
and international law area by contextualizing the Rohingya issue within broader
discourses on statelessness.
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Stoking Fears in a Community of Immigrants: A Content
Analysis of the 2024 U.S. Congressional Races in Heavy
Latine Districts

Gloria Vaquera, Associate Professor, Sociology and Criminology, John Carroll
University, Ohio, United States

The 2024 United States election, marked by the return of Donald Trump as a leading
presidential candidate opposing Kamala Harris, brought immigration to the forefront of
national discourse. Examining congressional races in majority Latino districts—areas
with populations at least 60% Latino—offers insights into how the two major political
parties leverage immigration to mobilize their bases. Through a content analysis of
Facebook and X (formerly Twitter) posts, I sampled content from 24 congressional
candidates (12 Republicans and 12 Democrats) during the four months leading up to
the November election. A total of 792 posts were coded for topic, tone, language (Spanish
or English), and the use of Latino/Hispanic cultural imagery. Findings reveal that while
both parties addressed immigration, Republican candidates frequently employed fear-
based rhetoric, exaggerating the negative impacts of undocumented immigrants.
Additionally, the study highlights distinct strategies by both parties in utilizing ethnic
cultural symbols and Spanish language to engage their audiences.
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The Impact of Pakistan's Political Turmoil, Injustice and
Human Rights Violations on Its Overseas Diaspora

Muhammad Imran, Qatar Computing Research Institute

Ghulam Sarwar, Associate Professor of Political Science, Punjab Higher
Education Department, Government Associate College, Lahore Cantt., Punjab,
Pakistan

Muhammad Ali, Lecturer/Researcher, Punjab Higher Education Department,
Goverment Associate College, Jalalpur Bhattian, Punjab, Pakistan

This study investigates into the far-reaching impact of Pakistan's ongoing political and
legal turmoil on its global diaspora, particularly focusing on the struggles faced by their
loved-ones back home. Pakistan’s long-standing challenges with democracy, justice, and
security do not just remain within its borders. These ripple outward, profoundly shaping
the lives of Pakistani families scattered across the globe. Through a mixed-methods
approach, combining real-life stories and data gather through interviews and group
discussion surveys, this research highlights the experiences of Pakistani diaspora
communities in countries like the US, UK, Canada, and the Gulf States. Behind the
numbers are individuals grappling with emotional, economic, and social pressures tied
to instability in their homeland. Families live in constant anxiety, fearing human rights
abuses, enforced disappearances, and unlawful detentions that affect their loved ones.
These harsh realities sow fear, strain family bonds, and leave expatriates feeling helpless.
Financial struggles, reduced remittances, and prejudices from host country authorities
due to Pakistan's instability further complicate their lives. This research unearths these
stories, showing the human cost of political and legal chaos. It calls for actionable
solutions, proposing steps for the Pakistani government, international organizations,and
host countries to protect the well-being of diaspora communities and their families.
Above all, this work seeks to amplify the voices of those who live these challenges every
day, advocating for policies that restore hope, resilience, and connection in a time of
crisis.
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The Rule of Law: The Foundation of Constitutional
Democracy

John Ray, Professor, Liberal Studies/Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences, Montana
Technological University, Montana, United States

"A fundamental principle of constitutional democracies is the rule of law. Decisions
should be made by the application of known principles or laws without the intervention
of discretion in their application. Supremacy of the law. Black’s Law Dictionary, 6th
Edition, p. 1332.) The state’s constitution is the supreme law of the land. No one above
the law. Demands equal justice and order in society. Opposite is despotism and
arbitrariness. The rule of law does not base law on the whims of the ruler or of the
sovereign, not even on a majority of persons. The rule of law is a check on the tyranny
of the majority. Conditions for the Rule of law: 1. Laws are enforced equally, impartially,
and equitably. 2. No one is above the law. 3. Laws are made following established
procedures. 4. People understand the rule of law. 5. No retroactive law. 6. Laws are
reasonable and enforceable. (John J. Patrick—Understanding Democracy Oxford
University Press, 2006, pp. 88-89.) The rule of law is threatened as never before. This paper
examines the full meaning of the rule of law and examines in depth the various
worldwide threats to the rule of law. The rule of law is bulwark against tyranny, arbitrary
government, the trampling of human rights and the practice of limited government. If
the rule of law is subverted we lose an important element of constitutional democracy
and witness the unchecked rise of authoritarianism and tyranny. Without the rule of law
justice in society is impossible."
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The Treatment of Women Prisoners in Italy
Ramona Cavalli, Professore, Law international, Universita di Verona, Roma, Italy

This study reflects on the condition of women inside prisons in Italy, with the aim of
bringing out the problems that are generated around the combination of gender and
detention. The marginalization of women prisoners are topics that have had little
response in the academic world, perhaps due to the small number and the lack of
criminal dangerousness. Even the Italian legislator has paid more attention to the role of
the mother prisoner, than to the needs of the woman as such as if motherhood were the
only female dimension worthy of being taken into consideration in the elaboration of
prison treatment. In Italy, the "Women and Prison" Table of the "States General of Penal
Enforcement” had approached the issue even outside of maternity, addressing the
relationship with prison life, professional training, physical and psychiatric health and
with the overcoming of the concept of treatment as "cure" or "correction"; with a
decisive shift from the medical-therapeutic terrain to that of empowerment. Despite
international indications the wide sphere of interests and specific needs that characterize
the female universe, even in the prison microcosm, has remained in the background of
a differentiated punitive system, often influenced by a "stereotyped" perception of the
role of women in society, which projects the female and gender issue also within the
model of justice and punishment. It is precisely the small numerical weight of female
detention that has historically created difficulties for women in prison, especially for

minor children, because prison is designed for men.
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Transparency in Governance: The Influence of Open
Data on Public Trust in the Philippine Context

Florenda Frivaldo, Associate Professor V, Department of Public Administration
and Governance College of Political Science and Public Administration,
Polytechnic University of the Philippines, Abra, Philippines

This study examines how open data in government affects public trust in the Philippines.
Open data is when the government shares information online that anyone can access
and use, like budgets, project statuses, and spending reports. This transparency aims to
make the government more accountable and build trust with the people. However,
whether it actually increases public trust is still debated. In the Philippines, where
corruption has been a long-standing issue, the government has started sharing more data
with the public. This research looks at how open data impacts people's trust in
government, focusing on whether it helps citizens feel informed and confident in their
leaders. The researcher collected information from surveys and interviews within the
National Capital Region to understand their views on government openness. The results
show that people who regularly access government data online tend to trust the
government more. They feel that open data allows them to see how decisions are made
and where money is spent. However, some challenges, like limited internet access and
low awareness of open data, prevent everyone from benefiting equally. This study
concludes that while open data is a positive step, it must be paired with better internet
access and education on how to use this information. Open data can be a powerful tool
for increasing public trust, but it needs more support to reach its full potential in the
Philippines.
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Uncovering the Layers: The Problems Faced by
Gentrification in Working-class Areas

David Sinfield, Associate Professor, School of Art and Design, Auckland
University of Technology, New Zealand

Gentrification, a transformative process characterized by the influx of more affluent
residents into working-class marginalized neighbourhoods, has increasingly become a
focal point of urban studies and social discourse. This phenomenon, while often
associated with economic revitalization and infrastructural improvements, carries
significant implications for the communities it affects especially the working classes of
those areas that have long been part of its growth and success. The impact of
gentrification is multifaceted influencing economic, social and cultural dimensions of
urban life can often lead to increased property values and local business growth, yet it
also frequently results in the displacement of long-standing working-class residents due
to rising costs of living. In doing so the process can alter the community dynamics and
reduce social cohesion of these areas by eroding the unique character of working-class
neighbourhoods, replacing established cultural landmarks with new, often
homogenized, commercial entities. Using the Northern seaside town of Blackpool, UK
as a basis of gathering and documenting narratives, this paper delves into the experiences
of residents in the working-class neighbourhoods of Blackpool, aiming to understand
their social, economic, and cultural realities. By documenting the community’s
narratives and visual aesthetics, the study uncovers the historical and cultural layers that
shape the unique sense of belonging and identity within these areas. The insights gained
from this exploration will be translated into artistic expressions, including photographic
works and short poem films. The experimental processes involved in creating these
artworks is analysed in detail within this paper.
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Algorithmic Inequities: Addressing Bias and Promoting
Inclusion in Al Development

Seungju Lee, Student, Ph.D., Adelphi University, New York, United States

Artificial intelligence (Al) technologies inherently reflect and amplify the sociocultural
contexts and systemic inequities of their creators, embedding biases related to gender,
race, class, sexuality, and ethnicity into algorithmic systems. This study examines how
Al systems, the Al industry, and development processes perpetuate these biases while
exploring pathways to address them. Al systems often replicate and reinforce structural
discrimination through biased training datasets and algorithmic design,
disproportionately impacting marginalized groups. Within the Al industry, the
underrepresentation of minorities and systemic barriers constrain the diversity of
perspectives  shaping technology, further entrenching inequities. Additionally,
development processes often prioritize dominant cultural narratives and technical
efficiency over inclusivity and ethical accountability, exacerbating disparities for
underrepresented populations. Aligned with Theme 3: Cultural Studies, this paper
focuses on three key areas: 1. Algorithmic Bias and Marginalized Identities:
Investigating how Al systems perpetuate discrimination against gender, racial, ethnic,
and socioeconomic minorities. 2. Ethical Governance and Cultural Responsibility:
Highlighting the need for governance frameworks and inclusive development practices
that address systemic discrimination, prioritize diverse perspectives, and align Al
technologies with equity and justice. 3. Inclusive and Intersectional AI Design:
Proposing actionable frameworks that integrate diverse identities and cultural contexts
into the design, governance, and deployment of Al technologies to promote equitable
outcomes globally. This study underscores the importance of embedding ethical
principles and cultural sensitivity into Al innovation. By linking AD’s technical and
cultural dimensions, it advocates for systemic change and collaborative approaches to
ensure Al systems contribute to a more inclusive and equitable global society.
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Attitudes Towards Religious Values in Turkish Society

Omer Caha, Teaching, Department of Political Science and International
Relations, Istanbul Ticaret University, Turkey

Since the declaration of the Tanzimat Edict in 1839, Turkiye has turned its face to Europe
and initiated a change and transformation within the European modernization
paradigm which started a war against clericalism after the sixteenth century. Reforms in
education, law, administrative structure, and legal legislation have generally developed
based on Western values originating from Europe. This, indeed, enabled the
development and expansion of the secular sphere, while reducing the effectiveness of
religion in the public domain. During the Republican period, policies in this direction
were taken one step further and the effect of religion in the public and social life was
limited. Although religious freedom and education have been allowed with the
transition to a multi-party system in 1950, the official ideology remains within the same
paradigm. This paper analyzes the attitude of Turkish society, which has two hundred
years of modernization/Westernization experience, towards religious values, based on
public surveys conducted by Areda Survey. Areda Survey has been examining the attitude
of the Turkish society towards religious values every year in its surveys conducted since
2021. The study, thus, tries to wunderstand to what extent the
modernization/Westernization project has impacted the attitudes toward religious values
in Turkish society.
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Cultural Identity and Social Advocacy Rhetoric: The
Black Lives Matter Movement and the Palestinian Cause
through a Socio-Cognitive Lens

Rima Jamil Malkawi, Student, PhD Candidate in Linguistics and Translation,
University of Sharjah, United Arab Emirates

The study investigates the dynamic interplay between the cultural identity of advocates
and the advocacy rhetoric of social movements, particularly the Black Lives Matter
movement and the Palestinian Cause. It explores the impact of the cultural identity of
advocates on shaping their linguistic and rhetorical techniques to contest power
structures and address dominant social norms and ideologies. This study employs Van
Dijk’s socio-cognitive model of Critical Discourse Analysis to conduct a cross-cultural
qualitative analysis of 20 speeches delivered by four influential advocates: Khaled
Beydoun and Richard Barrett (the Palestinian cause) and Time Wise and Shaun King
(Black Lives Matter Movement). The analysis encompasses two steps: a microstructure
and a macrostructure analysis. The findings of the microstructure analysis showcase
marked and discursive choices of syntactic structure (e.g., passive and active voice,
pronouns, and nominalization), the fusion of both culture-generic and culture-specific
terms, and the use of distinguished rhetorical strategies (e.g., storytelling, parallelism,
historical analogy, rhetorical questions, and enumeration). The findings of the
macrostructure reveal how cultural identity influences the advocates’ mental
representation of their cause, consequently shaping the audience’s perceptions and
interpretation of the cause. Consequently, the study underscores the vital role of cultural
identity in shaping advocacy rhetoric, effectively engaging not only the advocates’
immediate communities but also the mass audiences with access to these messages
worldwide. It provides a tailored, novel framework deduced and driven from research
analysis and findings. This framework can enable linguists, analysts, and researchers to
systematically examine linguistic markers and cultural nuances in advocacy rhetoric.
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Dictatorship, Depression and Death in Chile: A Feminist
Study of the Novel "Clean" by Alia Trabucco Zeran

Shilpi Gupta, Assistant Professor, Department of Languages, Vellore Institute of
Technology, Vellore, Tamil Nadu, India, India

Reshmi Krishnan, Student, Ph.D in English Literature, Vellore Institute of
Technology, Tamil Nadu, India

This study examines through the sophisticated themes, dictatorship, depression and
death in the post-Pinochet Chile, analysed through a feminist lens of the novel “Clean”
by Alia Trabucco Zeran. This novel depicts the trauma and depression that the
dictatorship created. The author has portrayed her protagonist, Estela as a maid in the
upper-class family, who wanted to escape the reality and get lost in the real world, where
there is no depression and oppression. This study analyses how the author has used the
labour, class, race and colour as a tool to explain the pain that the dictatorship has left
behind in the lives of Chilean women. The concept “Nihilism” and “Trauma induced
death ideation” is being concentrated in this study, since the protagonist always had this
thought “Death is a simple solution” This study applies the post-colonial theory and the
trauma theory to depict the scars that the Chilean women are bearing throughout their
life, mentally and physically and on the emotional silence, oppression and the concept
of “Alive-dead” where physically living but mentally dead. Zeran explains the patriarchal
suppression, systematic differences and Existential Euphoria through the life of the maid.
Estela’s life in the upper-class family and her mental struggle portrays the influence the
dictatorship has made and left the life and agony.
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Enhancing the Creative Economy: Analyzing Public
Museum Visitation Demand Among Foreign Tourists in
Thailand

Nantarat Tangvitoontham, Lecturer, Faculty of Economics, Srinakarinwirot
University, Krung Thep Maha Nakhon [Bangkok], Thailand

This study investigates the determinants influencing foreign tourists' visitation to
museums in Thailand, with a particular focus on enhancing the creative economy. Using
an Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) regression model, the number of museum visitors is
analyzed as the dependent variable, while independent variables include gasohol price,
inflation rate, location, special exhibitions, operational status, the type of museums, and
having souvenir shops. The model demonstrates a strong fit, with an R-square value of
0.682, and most variables exhibit statistical significance. The results highlight that
gasohol price and inflation rate negatively impact museum visitation, reflecting the
sensitivity of foreign tourists to transportation and living costs. Conversely, factors such
as hosting special exhibitions, ensuring museums are open every day, and their location
in major cities significantly enhance visitation. These findings underscore the
importance of accessibility, affordability, and curated experiences in attracting foreign
visitors. However, variables like type of museums and the presence of souvenir shops do
not show significant effects, indicating these factors may require further strategic
evaluation or alignment with tourist preferences. The study provides strategic plans for
museum management, emphasizing the need to reduce transportation costs, prioritize
the organization of special exhibitions, and promote museums located in high-tourism
urban areas. Furthermore, implementing dynamic pricing models and integrated
tourism packages can help offset the impact of inflation while improving the overall
visitor experience. This research enhances the understanding of museums' critical role

in advancing the creative economy through sustainable and well-targeted initiatives.
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Exploring Reason: The Role of Science in Constructing a
Wesleyan-Informed Understanding of Human Sexuality

Heather Moore, Student, Doctor of Liberal Studies, Southern Methodist
University - Simmons School of Education and Human Development, Texas,
United States

This paper examines the role of reason as a critical component of the Wesleyan
Quadrilateral-  Scripture, tradition, experience, and reason—in discerning a
contemporary understanding of human sexuality for The United Methodist Church
(UMC). Recognizing the complexities of human sexuality and the diverse perspectives
within the denomination, this paper situates reason as a bridge between Scripture,
tradition, and experience. Reason represents the scientific research that allows the church
to consider and reasonably confirm its beliefs about the natural world. Since The UMC
affirms science as a “legitimate interpretation of God’s natural world; it is the logical
place to uncover and discern how the experiences of humans, as revealed to us through
the evidence of science, inform the work of the church. Using a mixed-methods
approach, this paper explores biological, psychological, and sociological scientific
resources, highlighting how reason enables the church to engage with and confirm an
evolving understanding of identity, relationships, and ethics in a way that honors the
integrity of Wesleyan theology and United Methodist faith traditions. Finally, this paper
argues that reason is essential for equipping the UMC to respond to pressing ethical
questions in a manner that promotes justice, love, and inclusion. By illustrating the
dynamic interplay between reason and the other elements of the Wesleyan Quadrilateral,
this paper underscores the critical role of reason in fostering unity and clarity amid the
church's ongoing discernment regarding human sexuality.
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Global Experiences in Cross-Cultural Healthcare

Keaton Ballard, Student, Integrated Marketing Communications, Georgetown
University, District of Columbia, United States

Lesley Clack, Dean and Professor, School of Health Professions, Mississippi State
University, Mississippi, United States

While much research has focused on international differences in healthcare in terms of
costs to the system, healthcare quality, and health outcomes, there are many cultural
factors that have a significant impact on health behaviors and treatment. This
presentation will discuss cross-cultural healthcare of various healthcare systems
examined through a study abroad program. A specific case example of the comparison

of emergency medical services in various countries will be presented.

Image of Women and National Identity in Tiirkiye's
Public Urban History: The Case of Ankara City

Hacer Elmaci, Student, PhD, University of Leeds, United Kingdom

Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk (1881-1938) founded the new, secular Republic of Turkiye in
1923. Among the most important initiatives of the Kemalist national program in the
early years of the Republic was the construction of the new capital, Ankara. During these
formative years, a massive architectural urbanization and modernism program was
implemented, visually distancing the nascent Republic from its recent past (Degirmenci,
2022). The history and story of the newly established nation-state have been transmitted
from generation to generation through different elements of public history, such as
museums, monuments, and statues on the streets. In this context, this paper investigates
how women belonging to the Turkish nation have been represented from past to present
and how this gendered national identity is constructed through representations in the
example of Ankara City. The data of this study, which is based on qualitative research
methodology, consists of sculptures, monuments, and museums in Ankara. The data is
analyzed through content analysis and social semiotic analysis. As a result of the study, it
was observed that women were depicted within the framework of traditional roles such
as motherhood and wifehood and as active fighters in the Turkish War of Independence,
a significant and empowering role in Turkish history. It was also found that womanhood
was associated with pride, dignity, determination, freedom, and cultural development. It
is also understood that a particular emphasis was placed on women's role in nation-
building and constructing the modern Turkish nation through representation through
elements of public history.
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Navigating a Century of Turmoil: Female Agency and
Historical Resilience in Isabel Allende's "Violeta"

Shilpi Gupta, Assistant Professor, Department of Languages, Vellore Institute of
Technology, Vellore, Tamil Nadu, India, India
Akshata Singh, Student, PhD, Vellore Institute of Technology, Tamil Nadu, India

The paper examines Isabel Allende’s novel “Violeta” (2022) as a paradigmatic instance of
historical fiction. It captures an entire century of Latin American sociopolitical
revolutionising history through the lens of one woman’s astonishing life. Born in the
1920 Spanish influenza and living till the 2020 COVID-19 period, the protagonist
memoir of hundred-year voyage serves as a witness along with being ardent participant
of the boisterous history of an unnamed country in South America. The study detects
Allende’s mastery in combining elements of magical realism along with historical
narrative that portrays the micro-historical processes through instances centring around
a female. Violeta’s transformation from a pampered and privileged daughter to an
independent entrepreneur, and matriarch, the paradigm of her life against the backdrop
of economic disparities, social revolution and multiple dictatorships. The epistolary
framework of the novel- Violeta’s extended letter to her beloved maternal grandson-
establishes an intergenerational discourse that stood the testimony of time and is the
counterpoint of historical narratives. This research contributes to a scholarly level of
understanding the narrative style of Allende in context of her depiction of memory,
trauma and resilience in the Latin America. By situating Allende’s “Violeta” in a
contemporary literary tradition, this paper illustrates how the novel projects Allende’s
reclamation of women’s stories not just as a spectator but rather as a fundamental being
with an understanding of historical processes along with adapting her narrative style to
engage with the apprehensions of twenty-first century.
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Negotiation of Gender Identities and Representation of
the Subaltern in Arab Feminist Discourse: A Critical
Analysis

Sharif Alghazo, The University of Jordan

Sanaa Benmessaoud, Assistant Professor, Foreign Languages, University of
Sharjah, United Arab Emirates

Suzan Shan, Student, PhD Candidate/Research Assistant, University of Sharjah,
Ash Sharigah [Sharjah], United Arab Emirates

This study investigates how intersectional feminism is linguistically negotiated in the
representation of the subaltern in selected contemporary women’s discourses, with a
particular focus on scholarly and audiovisual genres. Grounded in feminist critical
discourse analysis (FCDA) and multimodal critical discourse analysis (MCDA), the study
also draws on systemic functional linguistics (SFL) approaches. These frameworks are
employed to uncover how intersecting identities such as gender, race, class, and religion
are mediated, challenged, and reconstructed through language. The corpus comprises
chapters from a scholarly book and a documentary that foreground marginalized female
voices from the Arab countries and in diaspora, with attention to identity formulation
and gender strategies. The research adopts a qualitative design informed by critical
epistemology, enabling a nuanced examination of narrative strategies and
representational patterns across modes and genres. By interrogating the thematic
dimensions of feminist expression, the study contributes to a deeper understanding of
how linguistic and multimodal practices sustain or resist dominant ideologies. The
findings are expected to have significant implications for feminist theory, linguistics, and
discourse analysis, especially in contexts that center decolonial and Islamic feminist

frameworks.
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Pirates of the Pre-Conscious, Sirens to our Desires: A
Psychoanalytic Understanding of Relating to a Non-
organic-device-other

Cecilia Taiana, Member, Canadian Psychoanalytic Society, Ontario, Canada

In this paper, I elaborate on two main ideas: 1. Al and Psychoanalysis: A Convergence of
Ideas. The first part of this presentation briefly traces the historical links between Al and
psychoanalysis, highlighting their shared ancestry in 19th-century thinkers like
Hermann von Helmholtz and Gustav Fechner. Their ideas about perception,
unconscious inference, and the mind as an energy-regulating system laid the
groundwork for both fields. This section examines the influence of Helmholtz's theories
of unconscious inference and energy conservation on Freud's psychoanalytic model and
how these concepts resonate with contemporary neuroscientific frameworks like Karl
Friston's free energy principle and Geoffrey Hinton's Al's predictive coding model. 2.
Two types of Attention: Al and Psychoanalysis. I argue that Al's approach to attention
fundamentally differs from Freud's concept of evenly suspended attention. In this
section, I highlight the dangers of relating to a non-organic-other in the context of an
emerging 'intention economy' that [consciously] conceals its intentions from the user. I
examine Al's potential to capture and seduce human attention, particularly within the
emerging "intention economy," which seeks to predict and exploit human intentions for
commercial gain. This evolution of the digital landscape raises ethical concerns about
the commodification of human experience and the potential for Al to "steer" users
toward predetermined outcomes. The constant flooding of the secondary process of the
universal other is an intrusion/seduction that interferes and modifies the use of
consciousness as a sense-organ that attributes psychic quality to understanding what they
are feeling or thinking,
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Question of Tribal Identity: A Study of West Bengal

Rahul Kabiraj, Assistant Professor, Political Science, Onda Thana Mahavidyalaya,
West Bengal, India

Growing up in own social environment and keeping a distance from the mainstream
society is an important feature of any tribal group, therefore the tribal societies has
developed its own cultural milieu, which is completely different from the mainstream
culture and society. Recently, an attempt has been made in Indian politics to project the
tribals as part of the Hinduism. The Sangh Parivar believes that the tribals are not
different from the Hindu society. During the British period a huge number of tribal
people were converted to Christianity and other religions. After the independence the
Sangh Parivar has started mission Ghar Wapsi (coming home), goal of this mission is to
get back the converted tribal people again to Hinduism. The Akhil Bharatiya Vanvasi
Kalyan Ashram (ABVKA) an important member of the Sangh Parivar entrusted to make
the mission Ghar Wapsi successful. Mission Ghar Wapsi raises an important question,
which is, whether the tribals are part of Hinduism? Hinduism is a caste based religion;
the tribals are not any part of this caste system. One the one hand, the tribals is not the
part of Hindu caste system, on the other hand the ABVKA under the leadership of the
Sangh Parivar projecting the tribals as Hindus, this is creating an identity crisis for the
tribals as to which class they actually belong to. This paper highlights this identity
problem of the tribal society in the context of West Bengal.
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Regional Expressions of the Divine:; A Comparative
Study of Hindu Idolatry Across India

Tanima Chanda, Reseach Scholar, Department of Design, Indian Institute of
Technology, Delhi, India
Aneesha Sharma, Associate Professor, Design, IIT Delhi

The way that traditional Indian idols are made shows how cultural, regional, and
socioreligious stories interact in complex ways. This study examines the iconography of
Goddess Durga, one of the most revered deities in India, whose representations
demonstrate remarkable diversity across the country. The research explores the goddess's
form, weapons, and expressions, focusing on how these elements reflect regional
aesthetics, local folklore, and cultural practices while also emphasizing their symbolic
and ritualistic significance. Key questions include: How do regional narratives shape the
iconographic elements of Durga? How are her form and attributes, such as her stance,
facial expressions, and weaponry, interpreted and adapted by craftspeople in different
regions? By analyzing Durga idols across various states, including Bengal’s elaborate
Durga idols, Madhya Pradesh's marble sculptures, and Karnataka’s iconic
Mahishasuramardini stone sculptures, the research highlights the intricate relationship
between craft traditions and regional identity. This study seeks to contribute to the
understanding of the relationship between cultural narratives and sacred art,
emphasizing the enduring diversity and richness of Goddess Durga’s iconography across
India’s craft traditions. By analyzing her form, weapons, and expressions in diverse
contexts, the research provides a deeper insight into how sacred artistry reflects the
cultural fabric of the regions it originates from.
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Reinforcing Marginality: Narratives of Rescue and
Stereotyping of the Adivasi

Nitya Sankhe, Student, MA Global Arts and Cultures, Rhode Island School of
Design, Rhode Island, United States

This paper critiques the dominant paradigms of humanitarian and design interventions
that frame Adivasi communities as passive recipients of external aid. Design
interventions aimed at ‘uplifting’ marginalized communities often perpetuate reductive
stereotypes rather than fostering genuine empowerment. Drawing on the works of
Spivak, Glissant, and bell hooks, the research interrogates the tensions between well-
intentioned humanitarian aid and the structural inequalities it inadvertently reinforces.
It examines the impact of external design and development projects on Adivasi
communities, particularly through the case of Godna tribal tattoo artists in Central
India. Centering indigenous epistemologies and advocating for the right to opacity, this
study argues for a necessary shift toward a pluriversal approach in design—one that
respects indigenous worldviews on their own terms rather than assimilating them into
dominant paradigms. Ultimately, the future of Adivasi artistic traditions and cultural
sovereignty lies in reclaiming agency over representation and resisting the pressures of
forced assimilation into capitalist and neocolonial structures. By deconstructing the
center-margin binary and advocating for participatory knowledge production, this study
calls for a fundamental rethinking of how marginalized communities are engaged with

in design, art, and activism.
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Spanish Fiction in the Eastern Armenian Press - Late 19th
- Early 20th Century

Lilit Mkrtchyan, Researcher, Faculty of Journalism, Yerevan State University,
Erevan, Armenia

The study explores the works of Spanish literature translated and presented in the
Eastern Armenian periodical press during the late 19th and early 20th centuries, along
with the Armenian public's perceptions of Spain and Spaniards as shaped by these
works. It seeks to uncover the methods employed by Eastern Armenian periodicals
("Krunk Hayots Ashkharhin", "Ardzaganq", "Meghu Hayastani", "Mshak", "Nor-Dar")
to represent Spanish identity. Through new approaches, the research reinterprets
Armenian-Spanish cultural interactions by analyzing how the image of Spaniards was
constructed in Armenian perceptions and its broader influence on Armenian culture.
This scholarly work contributes to the fields of Imagology, Media Studies, Comparative
Literature, and Cultural Studies. It applies methodologies such as Literature Review,
Textual Discourse Analysis, and Comparative Analysis. The work also incorporates
Artifact Analysis, Close Reading, and Discourse Analysis. The findings reveal a dual
representation of Spaniards: on one hand, they were idealized as patriotic, devout,
adventurous, and noble, often contrasted with enemies or foreigners, and on the other
hand, their flaws—such as materialism, greed, and hypocrisy—were also highlighted.
The study concludes that Spanish literature published in the Armenian press
significantly shaped a distinct image of Spaniards in Armenian reality, underscoring the
cultural and social diversities of the Spanish nation.
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The Attack on the Gender and Sexually Diversity in 2025
and the Need for Media Resistance: The Importance of
Media Representation of Alternative Sexualities and
Genders in the Current Era

Sarah Baker, Associate Professor, School of Communication, Auckland University
of Technology, New Zealand

With the election of Donald Trump in 2024 the threat of attack on LGBTQ+ members
was present. Since then, Trump has attacked transgender rights and set out to vilify those
who are not regarded as normal. These attacks look to continue into lesbian and gay
rights as the year proceeds. This paper examines the uniqueness of this threat after years
of progress and examines how media representation can act as a bulwark against such
attacks. The role of media representation is therefore seen as a crucial tool to act as a
method of resistance and protest. By examining the historical media representation of
LGBTQ+ experiences, this paper argues that a new and more forceful level of

representation is needed by key media players.

The Brazen Head of Vector Analysis: Robert Grosseteste
and Albertus Magnus as Technological Forrunners

Seth Strickland, Lecturer, English, Carnegie Mellon University, Pennsylvania,
United States

Generative Artificial Intelligence (GAI) is so often presented as something new - what
can ancient texts teach us about it? In John Gower's "Confessio Amantis", the real-life
medieval scientist Robert Grosseteste is said to have built a head of bronze that said "such
things as they happened." This head is one of many such attributions to medieval
scientists - many working on the edge of scientific innovation in the 10th through 12th
centuries were rumored to have automaton helpers who spoke truth, answered
questions, or aided in experiments. These technologies, although imaginary, served the
same cultural function that GAI does for modern writers and thinkers. This paper
compares medieval philosophies of these technologies with current suspicion and
enthusiasm for GAI The comparison, made through medieval literary and philosophical
texts, demonstrates that medieval attitudes toward these imagined technologies are key
to articulating the limitations and expectations of real technological dependence. This
argument serves to 'humanize' Artificial Intelligence and articulate the real edges of its
philosophical scope. GAl is truly new only in its technological instantiation - its ethical
problems have been discussed for centuries.
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The Digital Restoration and Dynamic Display System of
the Apparel in Heritage Painting Based on Evidence-
based Theory: A Case Study of The Admonitions of the
Instructress to the Court Ladies

Qin Liu, Graduate Student, College of Sericulture, Textile and Biomass Sciences,
Southwest University, Chongging, China

The Admonitions of the Instructress to the Court Ladies is a representative heritage
painting from the Eastern Jin Dynasty in China, which depicts the female apparel in the
Eastern Jin Dynasty. However, due to factors such as long age, improper preservation and
human-induced damage, the original work has lost, and only Tang Dynasty copies
remain, while also suffering from varying degrees of damage. The aim of this study is to
restore the apparel in this heritage painting by applying evidence-based theory and
inherit these apparel by demonstrating the cultural and social context reflecting from
these apparel. To reach this objective, this study collect the textual and visual evidences
regarding the apparel from the Eastern Jin Dynasty in China, forming a comprehensive
evidence-based framework. Then, by thoroughly analyzing the information in the
framework and historical and cultural context of this artwork, the attributes of the
apparel in the painting were refined and determined, and digital restoration models of
these apparel were established through 3D clothing modeling. On this basis, a dynamic
display system was further developed by employing animation technology and virtual
reality to present the cultural and social background of the apparel. There are two
contributions: (1) the implementation of evidence-based theory ensures the reliability
and historical accuracy of the restoration process, providing important references for
related restoration regarding heritage textiles; (2) the development of the dynamic
display system allows a broader audience to understand and appreciate the ancient

apparel, promoting the preservation and inheritance of the heritage textile.
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Unravelling Family Dynamics: Exploring Mother-in-Law
and Daughter-in-Law Relationships in Australian
Farming Families

Abigail Cook Singh, Director, A Work in Progress, South Australia, Australia
Karen Cosgrove, Director and Principal Social Scientist, Social Innovations,
Western Australia, Australia

In examining the relationship between mother-in-law and daughter-in-law the focus of
analysis, this study seeks to deepen our understanding of the position of women and
their relationships in farming families. Participants included mothers-in-law and
daughters-in-law who are currently living, or who have, previously lived on family farms
across Australia. The analysis was based on a longitudinal study where rich material was
collected from interviews, emails, letters, poetry, and workshops. By focusing on these
relationships, the study revealed experiences that were not only extraordinary but also
shaped individual self-perception. These relationships influenced family dynamics and
the construction of social and labour relations within the family farm system. The
research underscores the complexities of these often dynamic and fluid relationships and

their significant impact on family relations and farm businesses.
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Cinaralti Square: A Men's Public Space from Ancient
Greece to Modern Turkey

Fatma Ilknur Akgul, Teaching, Rectorate, Istanbul Ticaret University, Turkey
Omer Caha, Teaching, Department of Political Science and International
Relations, Istanbul Ticaret University, Turkey

Modern political philosophers based the distinction between public and private spheres
on the nature of men and women and defined the public sphere as masculine. They
considered man as a rational actor and argued that the values, institutions, and dynamics
of the public sphere are based upon man’s rationality. However, women as emotional
actors, for them, are limited to the family, which is the center of the private sphere.
Thanks to modernization, the transfer of production relations to the public sphere, and
the women’s movement, the public sphere has become a space where women also took
part. Tiirkiye has taken important steps towards modernization in the last two centuries.
With the proclamation of the Republic in 1923, women gained equal rights with men
in social and political life. Despite the modernization in Tiirkiye, there is a place called
Cinaralt1 Square located at the historical center of Lapseki, a district of Canakkale, where
women are not present. Canakkale was the center of the ancient city of Troy during the
Ancient Greek period and is located in the Marmara region, one of the modern regions
of Tirkiye. Lapseki district of Canakkale was an important port city called Lampsakos
during Ancient Greece. Based upon qualitative research conducted face to face, this study
considers the psychological and sociological reasons why women stay away from
Cinaralt1.
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Civilizational Intelligence: Introducing a New
Framework for Understanding Collective Memory and
Societal Development

Daniel Foroughi, Founding Director, Education Consultation, Apply Global,
Agmola oblysy, Kazakhstan

This paper introduces the term “civilizational intelligence” to the global vocabulary, a
concept that describes the accumulated wisdom, resilience, and adaptive strategies of
ancient societies. By examining civilizations such as the Persians, Chinese, Greeks,
Egyptians, and Mesopotamians, this paper posits that the collective memory of
societies over millennia shapes their cultural behaviors, values, and social structures.
Civilizational intelligence is deeply embedded in the way societies have interacted with
their environment, governed their people, and passed down knowledge through
generations. The behaviors and cultural norms observed in contemporary societies are
thus a continuation of historical processes that span thousands of years. This
framework helps explain the enduring influence of ancient civilizations on modern
culture, politics, and social organization.
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Digital Exodus: The Role of Social Media in Shaping a
New Wave of Cuban Migration

Erika Carter Grosso, PhD, Social Science, Syracuse University, United States

This study examines the emergence and characteristics of a novel fifth wave of Cuban
emigration, focusing on a group of migrants identified as “Los Comunicados? This
cohort, I argue, has harnessed their social networks in unprecedented ways, leveraging
platforms like WhatsApp, Facebook, Instagram, and Netflix to facilitate and reshape
migration patterns. The study suggests that Cuba, due to its history as a socialist state,
serves as an inadvertent case study for understanding the transformative impact of
internet and social media access in a globalized world. The relatively recent availability
of uncensored internet has allowed for a new form of social network engagement, which
has had profound implications for migration dynamics. Through an analysis of life
history interviews with twenty-five Cubans who migrated to the United States between
2017 and 2022, along with participant observations and an examination of both digital
and offline social networks, I demonstrate how these new digital tools have altered the
migration landscape. The findings reveal that access to these networks has not only
facilitated alternative migration routes but has also led to record numbers of Cubans
leaving the island and sparked island-wide protests, prompting increased censorship of
media outlets. These developments are particularly significant in light of recent reports
by the Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA), which indicate that between 2023
and 2024, emigration from Cuba reached unprecedented levels, with entire provinces
effectively depopulated.

142



Global Studies

From Myanmar to Japan: Cultural Influence on Content
Moderation

Réka Brigitta Szaniszl6, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law and Political Sciences,
International and Regional Studies Institute, University of Szeged, Hungary

The research investigates the performance of the Meta Oversight Board (OB) in cases of
content moderation where socio-cultural issues (should have) been taken into account,
with a particular focus on the evolution of decision-making and policy over time. The
research analyses the cases systematically and chronologically from the creation of the
OB until the end of 2024. The hypothesis of the analysis is: Null hypothesis (Hp): the
type of socio-linguistic issue (explicit or implicit) does not significantly affect decision
characteristics. For testing, I used the Chi-Square test of independence. In this case, I
tested for the following correlations: 1) type of socio-linguistic question: explicit vs.
implicit and 2) decision characteristics: outcome (upheld or overturned), content type
(text, image, video) and platform (Facebook, Instagram, Threads). Furthermore, through
statistical analysis, the study maps the geographical distribution of cases and identifies
regions where insufficient knowledge of local social nuances made it difficult to
moderate content. The research sheds light on the importance of linguistic and cultural
competences in moderation practice and the impact of these factors on the fairness and
accuracy of decisions. The findings highlight the need for continued policy refinement
and increased training of moderators to ensure context-aware moderation. This study
contributes to the debate on improving global content governance frameworks by
calling for a more nuanced approach that takes into account the socio-linguistic diversity
of Meta’s user base.

143



Global Studies

Globalizing War: Algorithmic Images, Discourses and
Ethics among Arab Refugees in Canada

Isaac Friesen, Assistant Professor, Conflict Studies, Saint Paul University, Ontario,
Canada

While millions of Syrian, Yemeni and Palestinian refugees have escaped war in their
home states, they remain intimately tied to those conflicts as part of an increasingly
global society. Based amongst Arab refugees in Canada, this ethnographic research
explores how social and mass media variably shapes and directs these global interests
and engagements. This research relies on data from semi-structured interviews
conducted with Arab refugees in the Southern Ontario cities of Toronto, London and
Kitchener-Waterloo between 2022 and 2025. In the first section of this paper, I outline
the websites, news channels and social media platforms my interlocutors use to follow
global political developments. I show how these consumption patterns are closely, but
not exclusively, connected to national, ethnic and religious identities. The second section
analyzes the relationship between my interlocutors’ identities and social media
consumption practices, on the one hand, and their level of concern about, and
engagement with, a number of global issues (namely wars in Israel-Palestine, Syria and
Yemen), on the other. In particular, I illuminate the significance of social media
algorithms which foreground images of Middle Eastern wars in cultivating and
amplifying my interlocutors’ understandings of (in)justice, (in)equality and ethics. In
turn, I trace how these images of war, suffering and injustice also shape my interlocutors’
sense of ethics and place in their Canadian host state. Taken together, these perspectives
illuminate how people, images and ethics circulate on a global scale.
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Sustainable Tourism Investment Security Model Based
on Comparative Analysis in Indonesia, Malaysia and
Thailand

Seniwati Seniwati, Lecturer, International Relations, Hasanuddin University,
Sulawesi Selatan, Indonesia

The trade war between the United States and China has created a geopolitical condition
that affects investment opportunities in the tourism sector, especially for countries in the
Southeast Asian region. Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand have an excellent opportunity
to take advantage of these opportunities to develop sustainable tourism and strengthen
the position of tourism MSME:s in the economy. The objectives of this study include two
essential points. First, this study aims to identify the geopolitical impact of the US-China
trade war on the security practices of sustainable tourism investment in small islands,
primarily through the role of tourism MSMEs in Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand.
Second, this study aims to analyze a relevant strategy model for developing investment
in the maritime and coastal tourism sector in Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand by
utilizing investment and security dynamics directly connected to global geopolitical
conditions. The research gap in this study is the lack of literature discussing the
geopolitical approach in identifying tourism investment security between Indonesia,
Thailand, and Malaysia, which allows for strengthening the benefits of the tourism sector
for the economy of each country. The novelty in this study shows that the US-China
trade war dramatically influences the current global geopolitical conditions. Still, the
three countries remain at minimal investment risk to attract foreign investors, especially
in the tourism sector, which is increasingly becoming a priority of development in

Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand.
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The Adoption of Sustainability Reporting Norms in
Indonesia’s Private Companies: How External Coercion
and Competition Facilitate Norm Diffusion

Fakhri Apriadi, Student, Social Science, Universitas Bakrie, Jawa Barat, Indonesia

This study explores the diffusion of sustainability reporting (SR) norms among private
companies in Indonesia between 2010 and 2024, focusing on voluntary adoption in the
absence of mandatory regulations. As an international norm promoting transparency
and accountability in environmental and social governance, SR adoption in Indonesia
highlights the influence of global standards on emerging markets. This research employs
a constructivist grounded theory approach, using mixed-method data from interviews
with private sector stakeholders and documents analysis. Key findings reveal that external
pressures, including investor and customer demands, alongside competitive market
dynamics, drive SR adoption. Companies align their practices with global sustainability
goals, leveraging SR as a strategic tool for accountability and credibility. The study
underscores the role of external coercion and sectoral competition in norm diffusion,
offering insights into how emerging markets internalize international standards without
regulatory mandates.
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The International Monetary Fund Symbolic Power:
Evidence from Argentina (2018-2023)

German Ricci, Student, PhD in Social Sciences, UNSW, New South Wales,
Australia

This paper analyses the symbolic power of the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
through the lens of Bourdieu’s field theory, focusing on findings from field research
conducted in Argentina. The research focuses on how the IMF operates not only as a
financial actor but also as a recognised authority through its symbolic power. Drawing
on 26 in-depth interviews with Argentine government officials and IMF directors, the
study reveals the nuanced interplay between local and global fields of power. First,
fieldwork reveals unprecedented attempts by Argentina to leave the IMF (in 2004 and
2022). The protagonists confirmed the political support of the United States, which
allowed Argentina to reproduce its relationship with the IME keeping its position in the
international financial field and preventing it from leaving the game. In addition,
interviews confirmed the IMF’s effective execution of symbolic violence on the
borrowing country by relying on two elements of bureaucracy. The first is the pretension
of presenting itself as a disinterested organisation serving a public good. Through the
appeal to universality by way of “interest in disinterest’, the IMF legitimises its authority
with the borrowing country. The second consists of the IMF’s ability to structure agents’
time. This monopoly of temporality dilutes Argentina’s consolidation of symbolic
capital by making its achievements in the international financial field invisible.
Argentina’s claims and “victories” in the international financial field (materialised
through innovative reforms) are elements made invisible by specific bureaucratic
mechanisms the IMF has in place due to its dominant position.
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Transitory Unity: The Dissolution of the Atlantic Alliance

William Davis, Associate Professor, Government and Foreign Affairs, Walsh
University, United States

The Trump Administration’s “America First” foreign policy presented a challenge to the
post-WWII United States’ (US) led Atlantic Alliance. However, with war in Ukraine has
come a renewed sense of unity between the US and its Alliance partners. Western
governments have forged a unified response to address the crisis. Divergent interests
within the Atlantic Alliance members have been growing long before this war, however.
Long standing underlying differences in critical interests between the US and Europe
(EU) exist. Further, there are signs that suggest that the apparent unity within NATO
currently may be transitory. Using historical, theoretical, and empirical approaches this
analysis seeks to assess the degree to which relative power configurations have a
determinative effect on state interests and the state’s foreign policy. The analysis critically
assesses these questions and proposes that consideration of power differentials of states

in pursuing national interests is vital to understanding state behavior.

Who Are the Latino People?: Migration and Identity in
Mexico

llithya Guevara, Profesora, Facultad de Derecho, Universidad Auténoma de
Querétaro, Guanajuato, Mexico

For decades, Mexico has been a place for migrants. Due to the harsh economic situation
in the countryside, many decided to move not only to the most prominent cities within
the country’s limits, but to our neighboring country where they’re looking for a “better
life? However, it’s also a transit spot for thousands of people from Central and South
America who are on their way to the USA. And finally, it is the reception place for a lot
of them. One of the elements that get touch by the mobility is the social identity as the
people who are moving from one place to another travel with their cosmovision, so this
is a case study of some of does people from Latin America who decided to stay in Mexico,
and their struggle for finding a new home that let them be part of the community
without losing their own identity and the perception from does who always consider
them “the others” Even though from a different perspective we’ll all be considered
“latinos” once that decision to move is done, they struggle every day to preserve those
cultural differences that make them alien to the place while at the same time seeking to
integrate into the daily routine. From a qualitative approach, it seeks to recover their
experiences from the perspective they have of them.

148



Global Studies

A Modern Economy?: The Effect of Immigration on the
French Economy, 1962-1990

Joo Kyung Lee, Student, MA, Rutgers University New Brunswick, United States

How did immigration affect the French economy from 1962 to 19907 From the
beginning of the 20th-century until early 1970s, France received an increasing stream of
immigrants mostly from its (former) colonies. This changes in 1974, when the country
responds to the first oil shock of 1973 by closing its borders to further immigration. The
country and its citizens perceived immigration as an economic threat; but was this truly
the case? The paper analyzes census and wage data spanning three decades (1962 — 1990)
to evaluate the effect of immigration on the French economy. Namely, the paper analyzes
the composition of the active labor force and the immigrants’ wages relative to French
citizens’ wages. The paper takes a novel interdisciplinary approach between historical
and economic analysis. It is initially inspired by a historical approach which interprets
the immigration ban of 1974 as a culmination of the events of 1960s — the independence
of France’s largest colony Algeria in 1962 and the Student Protests of May 68. On the
one hand, the paper argues that the policy change of 1974 reflected the country’s
realization of its new, modern identity marked by decolonization and social movements.
On the other hand, the paper demonstrates that such rupture is also importantly
demonstrated in the economic landscape. Finally, the paper concludes that 1974 indeed
marks the beginning of France’s turn to modern politics and economy, which continues
until today.
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Civilizational Intelligence: Introducing a New
Framework for Understanding Collective Memory and
Societal Development

Daniel Foroughi, Founding Director, Education Consultation, Apply Global,
Agmola oblysy, Kazakhstan

This paper introduces the term “civilizational intelligence” to the global vocabulary, a
concept that describes the accumulated wisdom, resilience, and adaptive strategies of
ancient societies. By examining civilizations such as the Persians, Chinese, Greeks,
Egyptians, and Mesopotamians, this paper posits that the collective memory of societies
over millennia shapes their cultural behaviors, values, and social structures. Civilizational
intelligence is deeply embedded in the way societies have interacted with their
environment, governed their people, and passed down knowledge through generations.
The behaviors and cultural norms observed in contemporary societies are thus a
continuation of historical processes that span thousands of years. This framework helps
explain the enduring influence of ancient civilizations on modern culture, politics, and

social organization.
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Digital Exodus: The Role of Social Media in Shaping a
New Wave of Cuban Migration

Erika Carter Grosso, PhD, Social Science, Syracuse University, United States

This study examines the emergence and characteristics of a novel fifth wave of Cuban
emigration, focusing on a group of migrants identified as “Los Comunicados? This
cohort, I argue, has harnessed their social networks in unprecedented ways, leveraging
platforms like WhatsApp, Facebook, Instagram, and Netflix to facilitate and reshape
migration patterns. The study suggests that Cuba, due to its history as a socialist state,
serves as an inadvertent case study for understanding the transformative impact of
internet and social media access in a globalized world. The relatively recent availability
of uncensored internet has allowed for a new form of social network engagement, which
has had profound implications for migration dynamics. Through an analysis of life
history interviews with twenty-five Cubans who migrated to the United States between
2017 and 2022, along with participant observations and an examination of both digital
and offline social networks, I demonstrate how these new digital tools have altered the
migration landscape. The findings reveal that access to these networks has not only
facilitated alternative migration routes but has also led to record numbers of Cubans
leaving the island and sparked island-wide protests, prompting increased censorship of
media outlets. These developments are particularly significant in light of recent reports
by the Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA), which indicate that between 2023
and 2024, emigration from Cuba reached unprecedented levels, with entire provinces
effectively depopulated.
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From Myanmar to Japan: Cultural Influence on Content
Moderation

Réka Brigitta Szaniszl6, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law and Political Sciences,
International and Regional Studies Institute, University of Szeged, Hungary

The research investigates the performance of the Meta Oversight Board (OB) in cases of
content moderation where socio-cultural issues (should have) been taken into account,
with a particular focus on the evolution of decision-making and policy over time. The
research analyses the cases systematically and chronologically from the creation of the
OB until the end of 2024. The hypothesis of the analysis is: Null hypothesis (Hp): the
type of socio-linguistic issue (explicit or implicit) does not significantly affect decision
characteristics. For testing, I used the Chi-Square test of independence. In this case, I
tested for the following correlations: 1) type of socio-linguistic question: explicit vs.
implicit and 2) decision characteristics: outcome (upheld or overturned), content type
(text, image, video) and platform (Facebook, Instagram, Threads). Furthermore, through
statistical analysis, the study maps the geographical distribution of cases and identifies
regions where insufficient knowledge of local social nuances made it difficult to
moderate content. The research sheds light on the importance of linguistic and cultural
competences in moderation practice and the impact of these factors on the fairness and
accuracy of decisions. The findings highlight the need for continued policy refinement
and increased training of moderators to ensure context-aware moderation. This study
contributes to the debate on improving global content governance frameworks by
calling for a more nuanced approach that takes into account the socio-linguistic diversity
of Meta’s user base.
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Globalizing War: Algorithmic Images, Discourses and
Ethics among Arab Refugees in Canada

Isaac Friesen, Assistant Professor, Conflict Studies, Saint Paul University, Ontario,
Canada

While millions of Syrian, Yemeni and Palestinian refugees have escaped war in their
home states, they remain intimately tied to those conflicts as part of an increasingly
global society. Based amongst Arab refugees in Canada, this ethnographic research
explores how social and mass media variably shapes and directs these global interests
and engagements. This research relies on data from semi-structured interviews
conducted with Arab refugees in the Southern Ontario cities of Toronto, London and
Kitchener-Waterloo between 2022 and 2025. In the first section of this paper, I outline
the websites, news channels and social media platforms my interlocutors use to follow
global political developments. I show how these consumption patterns are closely, but
not exclusively, connected to national, ethnic and religious identities. The second section
analyzes the relationship between my interlocutors’ identities and social media
consumption practices, on the one hand, and their level of concern about, and
engagement with, a number of global issues (namely wars in Israel-Palestine, Syria and
Yemen), on the other. In particular, I illuminate the significance of social media
algorithms which foreground images of Middle Eastern wars in cultivating and
amplifying my interlocutors’ understandings of (in)justice, (in)equality and ethics. In
turn, I trace how these images of war, suffering and injustice also shape my interlocutors’
sense of ethics and place in their Canadian host state. Taken together, these perspectives
illuminate how people, images and ethics circulate on a global scale.
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Sustainable Tourism Investment Security Model Based
on Comparative Analysis in Indonesia, Malaysia and
Thailand

Seniwati Seniwati, Lecturer, International Relations, Hasanuddin University,
Sulawesi Selatan, Indonesia

The trade war between the United States and China has created a geopolitical condition
that affects investment opportunities in the tourism sector, especially for countries in the
Southeast Asian region. Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand have an excellent opportunity
to take advantage of these opportunities to develop sustainable tourism and strengthen
the position of tourism MSME:s in the economy. The objectives of this study include two
essential points. First, this study aims to identify the geopolitical impact of the US-China
trade war on the security practices of sustainable tourism investment in small islands,
primarily through the role of tourism MSMEs in Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand.
Second, this study aims to analyze a relevant strategy model for developing investment
in the maritime and coastal tourism sector in Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand by
utilizing investment and security dynamics directly connected to global geopolitical
conditions. The research gap in this study is the lack of literature discussing the
geopolitical approach in identifying tourism investment security between Indonesia,
Thailand, and Malaysia, which allows for strengthening the benefits of the tourism sector
for the economy of each country. The novelty in this study shows that the US-China
trade war dramatically influences the current global geopolitical conditions. Still, the
three countries remain at minimal investment risk to attract foreign investors, especially
in the tourism sector, which is increasingly becoming a priority of development in

Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand.
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The Adoption of Sustainability Reporting Norms in
Indonesia’s Private Companies: How External Coercion
and Competition Facilitate Norm Diffusion

Fakhri Apriadi, Student, Social Science, Universitas Bakrie, Jawa Barat, Indonesia

This study explores the diffusion of sustainability reporting (SR) norms among private
companies in Indonesia between 2010 and 2024, focusing on voluntary adoption in the
absence of mandatory regulations. As an international norm promoting transparency
and accountability in environmental and social governance, SR adoption in Indonesia
highlights the influence of global standards on emerging markets. This research employs
a constructivist grounded theory approach, using mixed-method data from interviews
with private sector stakeholders and documents analysis. Key findings reveal that external
pressures, including investor and customer demands, alongside competitive market
dynamics, drive SR adoption. Companies align their practices with global sustainability
goals, leveraging SR as a strategic tool for accountability and credibility. The study
underscores the role of external coercion and sectoral competition in norm diffusion,
offering insights into how emerging markets internalize international standards without
regulatory mandates.
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The International Monetary Fund Symbolic Power:
Evidence from Argentina (2018-2023)

German Ricci, Student, PhD in Social Sciences, UNSW, New South Wales,
Australia

This paper analyses the symbolic power of the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
through the lens of Bourdieu’s field theory, focusing on findings from field research
conducted in Argentina. The research focuses on how the IMF operates not only as a
financial actor but also as a recognised authority through its symbolic power. Drawing
on 26 in-depth interviews with Argentine government officials and IMF directors, the
study reveals the nuanced interplay between local and global fields of power. First,
fieldwork reveals unprecedented attempts by Argentina to leave the IMF (in 2004 and
2022). The protagonists confirmed the political support of the United States, which
allowed Argentina to reproduce its relationship with the IME keeping its position in the
international financial field and preventing it from leaving the game. In addition,
interviews confirmed the IMF’s effective execution of symbolic violence on the
borrowing country by relying on two elements of bureaucracy. The first is the pretension
of presenting itself as a disinterested organisation serving a public good. Through the
appeal to universality by way of “interest in disinterest’, the IMF legitimises its authority
with the borrowing country. The second consists of the IMF’s ability to structure agents’
time. This monopoly of temporality dilutes Argentina’s consolidation of symbolic
capital by making its achievements in the international financial field invisible.
Argentina’s claims and “victories” in the international financial field (materialised
through innovative reforms) are elements made invisible by specific bureaucratic
mechanisms the IMF has in place due to its dominant position.
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Transitory Unity: The Dissolution of the Atlantic Alliance

William Davis, Associate Professor, Government and Foreign Affairs, Walsh
University, United States

The Trump Administration’s “America First” foreign policy presented a challenge to the
post-WWII United States’ (US) led Atlantic Alliance. However, with war in Ukraine has
come a renewed sense of unity between the US and its Alliance partners. Western
governments have forged a unified response to address the crisis. Divergent interests
within the Atlantic Alliance members have been growing long before this war, however.
Long standing underlying differences in critical interests between the US and Europe
(EU) exist. Further, there are signs that suggest that the apparent unity within NATO
currently may be transitory. Using historical, theoretical, and empirical approaches this
analysis seeks to assess the degree to which relative power configurations have a
determinative effect on state interests and the state’s foreign policy. The analysis critically
assesses these questions and proposes that consideration of power differentials of states

in pursuing national interests is vital to understanding state behavior.
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Who Are the Latino People?: Migration and Identity in
Mexico

llithya Guevara, Profesora, Facultad de Derecho, Universidad Auténoma de
Querétaro, Guanajuato, Mexico

For decades, Mexico has been a place for migrants. Due to the harsh economic situation
in the countryside, many decided to move not only to the most prominent cities within
the country’s limits, but to our neighboring country where they’re looking for a “better
life” However, it’s also a transit spot for thousands of people from Central and South
America who are on their way to the USA. And finally, it is the reception place for a lot
of them. One of the elements that get touch by the mobility is the social identity as the
people who are moving from one place to another travel with their cosmovision, so this
is a case study of some of does people from Latin America who decided to stay in Mexico,
and their struggle for finding a new home that let them be part of the community
without losing their own identity and the perception from does who always consider
them “the others” Even though from a different perspective we’ll all be considered
“latinos” once that decision to move is done, they struggle every day to preserve those
cultural differences that make them alien to the place while at the same time seeking to
integrate into the daily routine. From a qualitative approach, it seeks to recover their
experiences from the perspective they have of them.
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Al and Its Implications for Energy and Environmental
Policy

Dianne Rahm, Professor of Political Science and Honorary Professor of
International Studies, Political Science, Texas State University, Texas, United
States

Large language models (LLM) underpinning artificial intelligence (Al) offer many
challenges to society that are widely discussed. One challenge that is often overlooked
is the resource intensity of this technology. In particular, the chips that are driving the
current Al wave demand enormous amounts of electricity while operating and
enormous amounts of other precious resources to manufacture. This paper examines
the implications of this resource intensity paying particular attention to the

environmental impacts stemming from widespread adoption.

Blurry Lines: Exploring the Impact of Unsafe Water on
Eye Health and Public Health Outcomes in Sub-Saharan
Africa

Oladipupo Ganiyu, Data Analyst and Field Officer, ICT, Ondo State Ministry of
Environment, Ondo, Nigeria

Access to safe and clean water is a cornerstone of public health, yet in many parts of
Sub-Saharan Africa, inadequate water governance continues to threaten both systemic
and ocular health. This paper examines the intersection between unsafe water and eye
health, highlighting vision-related diseases such as trachoma and conjunctivitis, which
are directly linked to inadequate sanitation and waterborne pathogens. Through an
interdisciplinary lens that combines public health data analysis and environmental
health research, the study examines how these ocular conditions indicate deeper
systemic vulnerabilities within water infrastructure and governance. It further
contextualises these findings within the framework of the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGS), particularly SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being) and
SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation). By highlighting the often-overlooked
relationship between eye health and water quality, this research underscores the need
for integrated policies and targeted interventions that bridge the gaps between
environmental sustainability, disease prevention, and equitable access to health services
in the region.
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Building to Birfurcate? : The Professionalisation of
Mountain Bike Trail Building and Its Implications on the
Future of (Sports) Work

Jim Cherrington, Senior Lecturer, Academy of Sport and Physical Activity,
Sheffield Hallam University, United Kingdom

Alongside other ‘nature’ sports such as climbing, surfing and fell-running, mountain
biking is currently witnessing a global surge in popularity. However, research on the
various stakeholders working in such sports, including site managers, committee
members, volunteers, and coaches is still limited. Drawing on data from the first ever
European mountain bike trail-building survey (n=152) and applying Bernard Stiegler’s
duality between memory and bifurcation, this paper asks whether the increasing
professionalisation of trail building can help in reconstituting a political economy of
(nature) sports that distances itself from cold, calculative forms of ‘employment’
(emploi) and instead reconnects people to ‘work’ (le travail) — knowledge and care(ful)
practices that encourage communal engagement and ecological stewardship. In doing
so, we analyse the forms of praxis that connect trail builders to the landscapes and trails
that they work with/on, how these forms of praxis are embodied in specific ‘roles’ and
professional expectations, and what such creative practices might offer in the
development of (global) trail building standards that accommodate both the collective
(or tertiary) knowledge of trail builders, and the emergence of new forms, styles and
practices. The paper therefore answers calls for more research that examines the
emerging and evolving forms of work in the sports industry, providing novel insights
into the negotiation of professional identity in an increasingly global and globalised
world.
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Effects of Red-Billed Quelea Invasion on Agricultural
Production in Dange-Shuni LGA, Sokoto State Nigeria

Mustapha lbrahim, Lecturer, Geography, Sokoto State University, Nigeria

Red-billed Quelea is a small Sub-Saharan African bird which is also regarded as the most
abundant and destructive bird species in the world. These birds are long-distance
migrants whose migration is determined by suitable breeding conditions that are
influenced by rainfall patterns. In northern Nigeria, Red-billed Quelea birds are
abundant especially in Sokoto, Kebbi, Zamfara, and Katsina States. Dange-shuni LGA of
Sokoto state has been one of the major areas suffering from Quelea bird attacks. For
instance, in August 2022, there were serious attacks of Quelea birds in Dange-Shuni LGA;
where crops worth millions of Naira destroyed. Despite the government and farmer’s
efforts to reduce the menace of the bird, Red-billed Quelea devastation of crops
continues to be one of the major challenges that militating food security in the area. This
research assesses the effect of the Red-billed Quelea invasion on agricultural production
in the area. Data were collected from sample of 360 respondents in eight purposively
selected villages using questionnaire, which was selected based on the severity of the
incident. The result were analyzed using descriptive statistics, qualitative analysis and the
inferential statistics (paired sample t-test). Moreover, Key Informant Interview (KII) was
conducted for more information on governmental efforts and planning towards ending
the menace of the Quelea bird in the state. The stakeholders were interviewed included
staff from the Ministry of Agriculture, and some leaders from the All Farmers
Association (AFAN), Sokoto state chapter. However, possible recommendation will be
made based on the empirical findings.
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Interdisciplinary Problem-Based Student Research on
Malaria and Its Effects on Rural Communities

Michelle Young, Assistant Professor of Chemistry, Massachusetts College of
Pharmacy and Health Sciences, Massachusetts, United States

Kristen Petersen, Associate professor of History and Social Sciences, School of
Arts & Sciences, MCPHS University, Massachusetts, United States

Interdisciplinary studies integrate knowledge, methods, and perspectives from multiple
disciplines to address complex challenges and enrich the learning experience. This
approach encourages students to make connections across subject areas, fostering critical
thinking, problem-solving, and the ability to view issues from diverse angles. This paper
describes a project-based learning interdisciplinary course that was developed by a team
of scientists and social scientists at MCPHS University in Boston, Massachusetts.
MCPHS, a health sciences institution, is uniquely positioned to provide our students,
who are future healthcare providers, with the intellectual tools and skills that will ensure
success in their chosen professions. Students who majored in premedical sciences took
our course, LIB480, to fulfill their senior year capstone requirement. Designed by
biologists, chemists and social scientists in history and public health, the curriculum
allowed students various approaches to studying the impact of the disease on the health
of people and communities in malaria-rich countries in Africa. Through their
investigation, teams of students identified malaria-friendly environments, methods to
control malaria’s spread and effects through preventative measures, varied treatments
and the health-related international organizations, local officials, and healthcare and
public health professionals. We discuss the research topics that the students selected and
how they incorporated the natural sciences with the social sciences to propose a better
outcome protecting people and communities from malaria. The assessment of the
interdisciplinary learning culminated in an individual research paper and a group poster

presentation at an internal symposium for capstones.
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Modeling Factors Affecting Sustainable Green Energy
Adoption in Small and Medium-sized Enterprises :
Bridging the Gap between Intention and Behavior for
Climate Change Mitigation and Green Literacy

Madad Ali, Associate Professor, School of Economics and Management, Qujing
Normal University, Yunnan, China

This study evaluates factors influencing consumers’ adoption of green renewable energy
technologies in local small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in China. SMEs in
emerging economies can benefit from sustainable energy technologies to meet their
needs for a reliable energy supply and combat climate change. We conducted an online
questionnaire survey through WeChat (a popular social media APP in China) from 383
local inhabitants working in various local SMEs in two cities (Kunming and Qujing),
China. The research adopted the TAM2 and UATUA models. Structural equation
modeling was used to analyze the study hypotheses. The research found that
performance expectancy, facilitating conditions, government support, perceived
usefulness, and green literacy positively and significantly influence attitudes and
intentions to use green renewable energy technologies. Based on research findings, it is
recommended that those who push for green renewable energy technologies adoption
and use in local SMEs for their business consumption should consider safety and
environmental concerns. The government, non-governmental organizations, and
stakeholders should consider offering incentives to promote the use of green renewable
energy. Priority should be given to educating local SMEs on the advantages and strengths
of green renewable energy technologies for their commercial use.
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Nature-Based Solutions Bridging Climate Impact and
Economic Growth: Action at the Intersection of
Technology Innovations

Noor Omer, Deputy Director for Communications and Research Specialist ,
Research, INNOV8 Research Center, Iraq

Beyond the terrains of Euphrates and Tigris, the Middle East grapples with
unprecedented climate-induced challenges. Iraq ranks among one of the most water-
scarce regions affected by climate change. Extreme weather events, flash floods, reduced
rainfall, food and energy crisis are the severest impacts of climate change in the country.
Considering the high-stake economic impacts of climate change, the world needs to
adopt integrated policies with a focus on emerging technologies, such as Al to mitigate
and adapt to climate-induced economic vulnerabilities. Introducing innovative
methods, such as Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD), is pivotal to adopting a nature-
based approach towards sustainable development and economic growth. Emerging
technologies, particularly Al will be critical to develop and scale climate solution in
highly climate-vulnerable regions, such as the Middle East, and particularly Iraq. The
future of our environment depends on climate-related technological innovation,
especially in fields such as water sustainability, clean energy, sustainable agriculture, and
green technology. This paper offers policy recommendations drawn from global
sustainable city models to inform and drive impactful local and regional climate action

in the Middle East, particularly in its most climate-vulnerable regions.
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ODS 13 - Climate Action: Analysis of the Impact of
Climate Change in Portugal and Worldwide

Catarina Athayde, Doctorate in Global Studies, University Aberta (UAB) -
Portugal, Lisboa, Portugal

Importance of Sustainable Development (SD) in the lives of people and the planet.
Regarding climate and global warming, we know that fires, deforestation, pollutant
emissions, are caused by human action. There is a need for humans to think about their
actions and change their attitudes. As a consequence of this human action, we have
example the gradual rise in the level of the planet’s seas and oceans; climate change
caused by human intervention in nature. That said, measures are needed to combat
global warming, such as raising awareness among the population about the
consequences of their actions; the adoption of policies sustainable, such as recycling
various materials. The same is said about other DS subjects such as energy efficiency,
sustainable mobility, sustainable consumption, efficient use of resources, valorization of
waste or even the preservation of biodiversity. Also the recycling of materials necessary
for the development of sustainable societies and local development. If we all understand
the importance of using the planet’s resources well to make it easier to avoid certain
destructive behaviors. For example in In the case of deforestation, the disappearance of
forests has consequences in terms of the balance of the environment global and human
life. It is worth highlighting what is described in the Brundtland Report that the SD aims
to satisfy needs of the present, without compromising the ability of future generations
to satisfy their own needs. To achieve the goal of SD, a change in attitudes is necessary.
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Sufficiency of the Disaster Risk Assessment for Cultural
Heritage Sites in Disaster-Prone Areas: A Review on
Conservation Management Plan

Norzaihan Bt Mad Zin, Lecturer, Interior Architecture, Universiti Teknologi MARA,
Shah Alam, Malaysia

Natural disasters and climate change threaten cultural heritage sites globally. These
disasters damage heritage sites physically and devalue them historically, culturally, and
significantly. The loss of significant connections to cultural heritage and historical legacy
is especially regrettable because it affects both present and future generations. Despite
awareness of the risks, risk mitigation efforts for cultural heritage assets in natural
disaster-prone areas are lacking. Comprehensive heritage management strategies are
needed to safeguard heritage assets. Disaster risk indicators are often neglected in
heritage management strategies. In Malaysia for instance, the Conservation Management
Plan (CMP) serves as a framework for heritage management; nevertheless, the extent to
which disaster risk mitigation is included into the CMP’s monitoring and risk
assessment criteria is unclear. This study evaluates Malaysia’s heritage management plan’s
risk assessment criteria to remedy the deficiency. This study employs a qualitative
research approach to extensively analyse the CMP’s disaster risk management plan
through content analysis. The findings show that the CMP’s current structure places an
alarming low priority on disaster risk mitigation components. The lack highlights the
necessity of improved regulations and strategies to safeguard Malaysia’s historical,
cultural, and social significance of heritage sites in the face of evolving environmental
issues. This will ensure these cultural heritage sites are protected for future generations

and are preserved for present enjoyment.
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The Politics of Hazardous Waste Enforcement in the
United States

Josh Ozymy, Professor, Criminal Justice, University of Nevada, Reno, Nevada,
United States

Violations of U.S. federal environmental laws governing hazardous and solid wastes are
typically remedied via civil meth